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The regular meeting of the Cheltenham Township HISTORICAL COMMISSION was held
tonight. Members present were: Barbara Bartlett, Steve Conrad, Timothy Esposito, James
McCann, Karen Uhlrich, Jack Washington, Sr., Mary Washington, Tom Wieckowski and Jeff
Chirico. (See attached attendance list).

1. Call to Order — Mr. Washington, Sr. called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.

2. Acceptance of Minutes — Mr. Esposito made a motion, seconded by Dr. Wieckowski and
unanimously approved, acceptance of the minutes for September 8, 2016, with the following
corrections:

Under Chairman’s Report on page 3, the 1* paragraph: Mr. Washington, Sr. discussed
having someone develop a drawing or image for wayfinding signs directing people to the
Wall House Museum. He would like a metal sign that is about 14” x 18”. He would like
one sign to be placed at Washington Lane and Church Road, near the Tacony Bridge
sign, and one below the spur on Church Road. He asked for expertise in developing the
art. Mr. Washington, Sr. will get the approval of the Township Manager before having
the signs made and installed. Mr. Esposito and Dr. Wieckowski will check with the
Township Public Information Officer to see if she has an image that might work.

3. Review of Financial Report — Mr. Esposito reviewed the financial reports showing income
and expenses for both the Historical Commission and the Wall House for the month of
September (see attached). Mr. Esposito said the Wall House made $14.50 from the gift shop,
and said there was the normal expense for the telephone bill.

4. Commiittee Reports

A. Education Committee —Dr. Wieckowski confirmed that there are two upcoming speakers
scheduled: one for the February Black History Program and one for the May Preservation
Program. Mr. Hinson reminded the Committee that if the May program is scheduled for
St. Paul’s Church, the location change from Curtis Hall will need to be advertised. Dr.
Wieckowski said Mrs. Cohen is working with the Church to schedule it, but there is
nothing definite, yet.

B. Preservation Committee Report — No Report.

C. Museum Committee — Mr. Washington, Sr. said the museum has been expanding some of
the small exhibits and doing some minor things such as labeling and dusting.

D. Special Events — Dr. Wieckowski spoke on his proposal for the silent movie fundraiser.
He said he spoke with Mr. Wine, a KYW radio celebrity and Cheltenham resident, about
his interest in participating with the fundraiser. After viewing the silent movie, Mr. Wine
said he found the movie to be boring and that it probably would not be worthwhile
fundraising mechanism. Dr. Wieckowski suggested searching for a different type of
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event instead. Mr. Washington, Sr. suggested perhaps doing a PowerPoint presentation
on Lynnewood Hall.

The Historical Commission will have an information table at the upcoming Community
Harvest Festival on Saturday, October 15.

S. Chairman’s Report

A.

Mr. Washington, Sr. has been in contact with a puppeteer group called Penn’s Woods
Puppets, which does a series of different themed shows, that could be used as a fundraiser
for the Historical Commission. Penn’s Wood Puppets prefers to perform outside and
charge $300 per performances, generally offering two performances. Mr. Hinson
suggested using an area behind Curtis Arboretum.

Mr. Washington, Sr. thanked Mr. Dominick for the extensive work cleaning up the
vegetation at the driveway entrance to the Wall House. He thanked Dr. Wieckowski for
letting Mr. Dominick know that his work is appreciated.

A butterfly bush and bird bath were installed next to the smoke house thanks to the
Garden Club.

Mr. Washington, Sr. recapped the September 25, 2016, Wall House tour. Nine visitors
had a tour that day by combining with a tour that was already in progress; four visitors
were turned away but were rescheduled for a later tour.

Mr. Washington, Sr. commended Mrs. Cohen on a nice job with both lectures sponsored
by the $500 Jenkinstown Lyceum grant and preparation of the grant closeout report.

Mr. Washington, Sr. contacted Dr. Holt from Penn State Abington regarding possible
cooperation between the museum and the public preservation program students. The
dean from her department is interested in touring the Wall House to determine whether a
mutually-beneficial relationship can be developed for the 2017 semester, if possible.

6. Staff Report — The locations of the memorial benches at Wall House were discussed. Mr.
Washington Sr. suggested that one bench be placed by the walkway out front of the Wall House
so visitors can sit when waiting. Mr. Esposito showed a drawing of his and Ms. Urlich’s with
additional suggestions. Mr. Hinson and Mr. Washington, Sr. will meet at a later date to confirm
the locations of where the benches will be placed.

Mr. Hinson announced the upcoming Sanitary Sewer meeting on October 27, 2016 (see

attached).

7. Old Business — Mr. Washington, Sr. said the Holiday Open House at the Wall House is set for
the first three Sundays in December, the 4“‘, llth, and 18", The theme this year is “Victorian
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Christmas.” Ideas or decorations for the holiday exhibit will be appreciated. Business cards for
the Holiday Open House are available to pass out.

Mr. Washington, Sr. and Mrs. Washington hosted the Welcome Society last spring,
which included visitors from New England and other areas. To his surprise, the Welcome
Society of Pennsylvania sent a letter and check for $1,000 as an honorarium for hosting.
Additionally, one of the Shoemaker family members sent a check for $150. The Welcome
Society requested the money be used for expanding and improving the exhibits at the Wall
House Museum. The Shoemaker Family would like their donation to be used to enhance the
Shoemaker family exhibit. Mr. Washington, Sr. will write a letter to the Township Manager
requesting the money be used for the purposes requested by the donors.

8. New Business — Dr. Wieckowski said copies of the Wall Paper Newsletter are now available.
9. Moment in History — Mrs. Washington provided a report (see attached).

10. Announcements — Mr. Washington, Sr. announced that a Historic Preservation Luncheon
will take place on October 14, 2016 at the Yorktown Hotel in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania from
11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. The cost is $75 per person.

Mr. Washington, Sr. welcomed new member Mr. Jeff Chirico.
11. Good and Welfare

Action: Mrs. Washington made a motion to give Mrs. Cohen a get well card;
seconded by Ms. Bartlett and unanimously approved.

Mr. Conrad recommended an Inquirer article about Hugh Scott, a Pennsylvania senator
in 1964, explaining why he distanced himself from Barry Goldwater.

Mr. McCann spoke about Corson House near Abolition Hall, which is a historical site in the
Plymouth Meeting area located Pike on the northeast corner of Germantown Pike and Butler
Pike. A proposal was submitted to demolish Corson House, subdivide the property into three
parcels and build 42 townhomes on the parcel that would contain the historical site.

12. Adjournment — There being no further business, Mr. Esposito made a motion to adjourn the
meeting at 8:30 p.m., seconded by Mr. McCann and unanimously approved.

Bryan T. Havir
Township Manager

Submitted by: Linda J. Vann
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SPECIAL VIEWING OF THE COMMUNITY
SANITARY SEWER MEETING

Thursday, Oct. 27 @ 2PM

Elkins Park Free Library
563 E. Church Road, Elkins Park

(&)

Especially for anyone without Internet access

or Cable TV who missed the Community
Sanitary Sewer Meeting on Sept. 28.

Plus, meeting video available:

e Along with all handouts and presentations, at
www.CheltenhamTownship.org > Departments & Services >
Sanitary Sewer System > Community Meetings.

e Daily on Cable Channels 42 (Comcast) and 1960 (Verizon)
at 9AM & 3PM throughout October.

|

|

e On DVD for 40¢ (cost of DVD) at Cheltenham Township |
Administration Building, 8230 Old York Road, Elkins Park \
**215-887-6200, ext. 230.

" HELP SPREAD THE WORD!
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Historical Commission Regular Meeting @ 7:30 P.M.

MEETING ATTENDANCE LIST

Thursday, October 13, 2016

Carriage House

One Wall Park Drive, Elkins Park, PA 19027

(Please Print Clearly)

Print Name Mailing Address Telephone E-mail Address
(only if different) Number (only if (only if different
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