Historical Commission
September 8, 2016
Carriage House

The regular meeting of the Cheltenham Township HISTORICAL COMMISSION was held
tonight. Members present were: Barbara Bartlett, Louise Cohen, Steve Conrad, Herschel Elias,
James McCann, Jack Washington, Mary Washington, Joyce Werkman, Dr. Tom Wieckowski
and guest Jenine Colamussi. (See attached attendance list).

1. Call to Order — Mr. Washington, Sr. called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.

2. Acceptance of Minutes — Mr. McCann made a motion, seconded by Mrs. Washington and
unanimously approved, acceptance of the minutes for June 9, 2016, with the following
corrections:

e Revise a statement on page 4, #11, under the 31 paragraph. Ms. Werkman said a project
is taking place to set up a story board to honor the thousand USTC soldiers buried at the
Philadelphia National Cemetery.

e A correction was also requested by Dr. Wieckowski to be made on page 1, # 4 B, under
3" paragraph. He stated that Mr. Washington, Sr., and Mrs. Washington were also in
attendance at the Greater Philadelphia Preservation Alliance program at the Union
League in Center City, Philadelphia representing the Old York Road Historical Society.

3. Review of Financial Report — Mr. Washington, Sr. reviewed the financial reports showing
income and expenses for both the Historical Commission and Wall House for the month of
August (see attached).

4. Committee Reports

A. Education Committee — Mrs. Cohen stated that the program for May 2017, National
Preservation Month will present Dr. Wieckowski, who will be giving a discussion on Jay
Cooke. She said she has been speaking with St. Paul’s Church about having the program
there. St. Paul’s is interested in forming a partnership with the Historical Commission.
Ms. Werkman noted that both the Preservation Program and the Black History Program
are advertised on the Township calendar as being located at Curtis Hall, which would
require re-advertisement if the location is changed. The February meeting will be given
by Professor William E. Williams from Haverford on Julian Abele.

B. Preservation Committee Report — Mr. Washington, Sr. requested that the Historical
Commission receive information regarding demolitions in the Township. He said the Lam
and Buchsham office building at 8019 Old York Road (recently the Tax Divas) was
demolished without consultation by the Commission. He said the Commission never
received a demolition permit for this building and never had the opportunity to take
photographs of it for documentation.

Mr. McCann announced that the property at 8020 Jenkintown Road has been demolished.

C. Museum Committee — Dr. Wieckowski announced that the Commission received a gift of a
student desk that is now displayed in the Wall House Museum upstairs. The desk came from
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the original Old Greenwood Avenue Wyncote School. He said it was stored in his garage for
a while and he has recently refinished it for display.

Mr. Washington, Sr. thanked Mrs. Cohen for sprucing up the exhibits at the Wall House and
for being on hand for the 4™ Sunday in June for tours.

D. Special Events — Dr. Wieckowski distributed information about a silent movie he discovered
that was partially filmed at Lynnewood Hall in the 1920s and suggested it as a possible
fundraiser for the Commission. A $20 admission could include wine and cheese. Mr.
Washington, Sr. suggested that the event have limited reservations. A venue and date will be
discussed later.

Action: Mrs. Washington made a motion to accept the proposal by Dr. Wieckowski for the

silent movie event, seconded by Ms. Werkman and unanimously approved.

5. Chairman’s Report

A.

B.

Mr. Washington, Sr. discussed communications and correspondence he recently received.

Mr. Washington, Sr. stated in remarks: “As we gather for this reconvened Commission,
we can be monthly meeting practitioners who are comfortable with how we conduct
business or let us be enthused, anticipate new activities, and new partnerships. We should
look forward to figuring out how we can do better.”

Mr. Washington, Sr. said the Garden Club received a National Award for “Decoration of
a Historical Property” which is hanging in the Wall House. He said the new President of
the Garden Club is Ms. Marie Schneider.

Mr. Washington, Sr. spoke about the tours arranged during the summer. He gave a tour
for people from Custis Woods from 1 p.m. to 5:15 p.m. He said they showed a lot of
interest. Mr. Washington, Sr. said that he and Mrs. Washington spent a large part of a
day giving a tour for the Shoemaker family from California. Mrs. Washington took an
extra step by taking them to the Shoemaker burial ground. He said other Shoemaker
family members came from Florida for a tour of the Wall House on another day and Mrs.
Washington helped again with this tour, by taking them to the cemetery and to the Old
York Road Historical Society so the family could do research that evening.

Mr. Washington, Sr. discussed potential donation of antiques to the Wall House. He and
Dr. Wieckowski will meet with the potential donor to see the items are appropriate for the
Wall House and determine whether they can be accepted.

Mr. Washington, Sr. said he had a meeting with Mr. Hinson and Mr. Dominick regarding
landscaping at the Wall House. He said Mr. Dominick is enthusiastic about getting a
crew to do clean-up work outside the Wall House and is also willing to assist the Garden
club who works at the Wall House.
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G. Mr. Washington, Sr. talked about the two signs for the Wall House property that have
existed for many years are getting weathered. He and Mr. Hinson decided that the signs
need to be refurbished. The actual address of the Wall House is 8027 Old York Road
during the time Mr. Pike lived there. It is now noted as One Wall Park Drive which can’t
be located on a GPS when people come to visit. Mr. Washington said if anyone would
like to re-design street signs for the Wall House to please let him know so he can submit
them to the Township.

H. Mr. Washington, Sr. said the Shoemaker family is willing to donate to the Wall House
only if the money does not go to bills, such as telephone and janitorial services. They
would like the donation to be strictly for exhibit development, expansion in the Wall
House and for the Wall House to have some professional design implemented.

I. Mr. Washington, Sr. said the Commission missed the time period to work with the Penn
students on the Abolition at Richard Wall House. Perhaps it can take place at a later date.

6. Staff Report — No Report.

7. Old Business — Mr. Washington, Sr. said the Holiday Open House at the Wall House is set for
the first three weekends in December 2016: the 4™, 11" and 18™. The Garden Club will be
decorating again. This year the Garden Club would like to have a general store where they can
sell items to raise money. The General Store would consist of seasonal crafts and other
homemade items. Mr. Washington, Sr. said the proceeds from the general store would go to the
Garden Club to help offset some of their expenses. He also stated that he needs the endorsement
from the Commission to do this.

Action: Mr. Conrad made a motion to allow the Garden Club to have their
General Store set up in the Wall House along with the Holiday Open House;
seconded by Mr. McCann and unanimously approved.

8. New Business — Dr. Wieckowski asked if the Commission will be doing a Newsletter soon.
Mr. Washington, Sr. said he would like to have one out by the October meeting. Mr.
Washington, Sr. said he will do an article on the Shoemaker’s visitation.

Dr. Wieckowski showed an old sign of Jenkintown Station that he discovered and framed. It was
from around 1890.

Mrs. Washington announced that the Historical Commission will be sharing a table with the
Twinning Committee at the Community Harvest Festival. Dr. Wieckowski asked if he could do
the Curtis Tour again. Ms. Werkman wanted to know why the Commission was not invited to the
Parks and Recreation Flea Market.
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Mr. Washington, Sr. said that the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission has a 5 year
plan that expires in 2017 and they want to have an updated one in place by 2018. He asked that
someone from the Committee take a survey by computer on behalf of the Committee.

9. Moment in History — Mrs. Washington provided a report. (See attached).
10. Announcements — None.
11. Good and Welfare — No Report.

12. Adjournment — There being no further business, Mr. Conrad made a motion to adjourn the
meeting at 8:30 p.m., seconded by Mr. McCann and unanimously approved.

Bryan T. Havir
Township Manager

Submitted by: LindaJ. Vann



HISTORIC RICHARD WALL HOUSE
One Wall Park Drive, Elkins Park, PA
Off Church Road just west of Old York Road (Rt. 611)

OLD YORK ROAD GARDEN CLUB WILL HAVE ITS
2"° ANNUAL HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE
DECEMBER 4™ 11™ 18™ FROM 1-4 P.M.

Free Will Donations appreciated

Come and see our beautiful Holiday Decorations in and around
this Historic Building (1682) as different rooms depict various time
frames in American History.

Next browse through our Country Store
located in the Carriage House where you will
find hand-made crafts, bagged cookies and
other “goodies”, fresh greens arrangements,
and attic treasures.




TO: Jack Washington, Chair CTHC
FROM: Tom Wieckowski

DATE: September 8, 2016

RE: Fund Raising Proposal

Premise:

I have learned that a 1926 silent movie was filmed partially at Lynnewood Hall. I believe a
party built around a showing of the film would be attractive to the community and a
practical fundraiser.

The Movie:

The movie is entitled “Just Suppose” starring Richard Barthelmess as Prince Rupert of
Koronia and Lois Moran. It is a quaint love story of a bygone age. The prince vacations in
America and is taken with a young woman whom he spotted in an audience back home. He
is forced to abandon her upon news of ascending to the throne. At 1 hour and six minutes
in the movie, he parades into the “palace” to assume his new office amid great pomp. The
“palace” is Lynnewood Hall. The scene lasts for two minutes. Quickly, a revolution forces
him to flee the country and, deposed, reunite with his paramour in a neighboring country.
The movie is one hour and sixteen minutes long.

Publicity:

“See Lynnewood Hall as you have never seen it before.” We could advertise it on the online
newsletter and through the township Web site. Additionally posters could be place in the
usual places, namely the libraries. I would add an entry on the Friends of Lynnewood Hall

Facebook page.

Description of Party:
I would call it a Wine and Cheese party or a dessert party perhaps. Hold it at the Wall House

with the Reception in the Wall House proper, film showing in the Visitor Center. I estimate
we could comfortably accommodate thirty people. If demand exceeds that, we could move
it to Curtis Hall. Perhaps we could engage a local film critic (such as Wyncote resident KYW
film critic Bill Wine) to offer introductory remarks and then show the film, which should be
an attraction. There is a piano accompaniment to the film. We might consider live music as
an alternative, since it is a silent film and live music was traditionally presented during
viewings.

Note [ have already purchased the film at a very nominal cost, so there would be no cost to
the program. It is on DVD so we could use the computer and digital projector which will
provide a large screen and maximum viewing experience.

Rough Financials:
Revenues:
Tickets: $20 per person.
Gross Revenue: $20 x 30 participants = $600
Expenditures:
-refreshments: $100
-honorarium to speaker: $100
-TOTAL $200
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Historical Commission Regular Meeting @ 7:30 P.M.

MEETING ATTENDANCE LIST

Thursday, September 8, 2016

Carriage House

One Wall Park Drive, Elkins Park, PA 19027
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