Historical Commission
June 9, 2016
Carriage House

The regular meeting of the Cheltenham Township HISTORICAL COMMISSION was held
tonight. Members present were: Barbara Bartlett, Steve Conrad, Tim Esposito, James McCann,
Karen Uhlrich, Jack Washington, John Washington Jr., Joyce Werkman, Mary Washington and
Dr. Tom Wieckowski. Staff present was: Brian Hinson, Director of Parks and Recreation. (See
attached attendance list).

1. Call to Order — Mr. Washington, Sr. called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.

2. Acceptance of Minutes — Mr. McCann made a motion, seconded by Mr. Conrad and
unanimously approved, acceptance of the minutes for May 12, 2016, with the following
correction: revise a statement under the Chairman’s report on page 2 to read “The Welcome
Society was originally formed by the people who initially came over with William Penn.”

3. Review of Financial Report — Mr. Esposito reviewed the financial reports showing income
and expenses for both the Historical Commission and Wall House for the month of May (see
attached). Mr. Esposito said $782.87 was transferred to the Wall House account to keep the
account with an active funding balance. The $240.00 received for the bus tour by Dr.
Wieckowski was also transferred from the Friends of Wall House account to the Historical
Commission account.

4. Committee Reports

A. Education Committee — Mrs. Cohen’s report noted National Preservation Month was
celebrated on May 12 with a lecture on John Wanamaker and Family by Commission
Vice Chair Dr. Thomas J. Wieckowski. At least 100 people attended the lecture, which
was funded by a grant from the Jenkinstown Lyceum.

B. Preservation Committee Report — Mr. Washington, Sr. said Dr. Wieckowski has agreed to
provide a lecture on Jay Cooke for Preservation Month, May 2017. Dr. Wieckowski
shared his research on Jay Cooke with the Commission. Mr. Cooke died February 16,
1905 (age 83) was an American Financier who helped finance the union war effort during
the American Civil War and the postwar development of railroads in the northwest U.S.

Mr. Washington received correspondence from Preservation Pennsylvania thanking the
Township for its $50 contribution and its membership.

Dr. Wieckowski spoke about Greater Philadelphia Preservation Alliance program at the
Union League last night in Center City, Philadelphia. The special event honored the Old
York Road Historical Society on its 80" anniversary. Mr. David Rowland, President, and
Dr. Wieckowski, Vice President, represented the Old York Road Historical Society.

C. Museum Committee — Mr. Washington, Sr. discussed additions to the museum, including
a railroad stock certificate from the People Rail Way and posters by Mr. Harrower, which
were mounted and included as part of the trolley exhibit.

D. Special Events — No Report.
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S. Chairman’s Report

A. Mr. Washington, Sr. thanked Mr. Esposito for the membership list. He stated that the
members still have not received an official courtesy notification of their re-appointments
however re-appointments have taken place.

B. The Myers fourth graders did not get their yearly tour of the Wall House and the
educational program he newly developed for them this year. There is a serious lack of
docents.

C. Mr. Washington, Sr. said he responded to Past Perfect which is the cataloging system
company with updates of contact information.

D. Mr. Washington, Sr. thanked the Township Property Maintenance Supervisor for getting
the front door sconce light fixed.

E. Mr. Washington, Sr. said he had a no show for the potential volunteer for the Wall
House.

F. Mr. Washington, Sr. said he discussed trolley exhibit ideas with Dr. Wieckowski and
thanked him for mounting an informative poster.

G. Mr. Washington Sr. shared his plans to tour the fourth grade students from Solomon
Shechter Day School before the end of the school year. He said it has been set up by
Mrs. Cohen.

H. The Old York Road Garden Club has been awarded a National first place award for a
medium size club in the Historic House Decoration category. They also have a new
president.

I. Mr. Washington Sr. explained that the Wall House operating hours must revert back to
appointment only, rather than advertising that it is open the fourth Sunday of each month.
He said the Township Manager asked him to personally guarantee that he would be at the
Wall House when it is open for touring, just in case a Commission member does not
show up.

J. Mr. Washington Sr. said there is one new Friends of Wall House membership as a result
of the Dr. Wieckowski’s Wyncote bus tour.

K. Dr. Wieckowski thanked Mr. Esposito for his excellent on line newsletters he has been
sending out all through May advertising the bus tour, lectures and other information. He
said it had been very helpful getting the word out.

6. Staff Report — Mr. Hinson announced that the Township is working on the 2017 budget
process. He said if anyone knows of any items or capital projects that need to be done for the
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Wall House or the Shovel Shop to please forward the information to Mr. Washington, Sr. or
himself. Mr. Hinson mentioned that a bid is anticipated to be let this fall to paint the Wall House
buildings along with several other Township-owned properties.

7. Old Business — Mr. Washington, Sr. spoke about a second solicitation request he received for
the subscription and membership of the American Alliance of Museums. He said the
organization mainly works with art museums. The cost to become a member for the
Commission would be $150 a year.

Action: Mr. Esposito made a motion not to accept the membership or subscription for the
American Alliance Museum; seconded by Mr. Conrad and unanimously
approved.

8. New Business —

Demolition Permit. 8024 Jenkintown Road, located between Church Road and Jenkintown Road,
consists of 118 acres and was known as Fountain Farm, owned by Thomas Thompson in the
early 1900s. It was later known as Harry Park and was owned by Mr. Henderson. Mr.
Washington, Sr. explained that the property contains a 1930s lined millstone street, with the
same concrete stones that are located in Milltown. Mrs. Washington said if you go by today, it is
difficult to see the house. Mr. Washington, Jr. asked if a building or property history is provided
along with a demolition permit and if not, why not. Mr. Washington, Sr. said that information is
not submitted along with the demolition papers. He said a date has not been set for this
demolition. Mr. Washington, Jr. made a request that the history be checked before each
demolition is approved.

Action:  Mr. Washington, Jr. made a motion that historical information and dates be given
with any demolition request for any buildings and the property; seconded by Mr.
Conrad and unanimously approved.

Action:  Mr. Washington, Jr. made a motion to approve the demolition permit for 8204
Jenkintown Road; seconded by Mr. Conrad and unanimously approved.

9. Moment in History — Mrs. Washington provided a report. (See attached).

10. Announcements — Mr .Washington, Jr. announced the Rockledge Rotary Club celebrated the
59" anniversary of the Fishing Derby at Kleinheinz Pond and is looking forward to the 60"
anniversary in 2017.

Mr. McCann announced that a dedication was given for William Kleinheinz, the co-founder and
president of the National Association of Gardeners, the main gardener at Lynnewood Hall for 40
years, and president of the Philadelphia Flower Show. Mr. McCann said he will bring the items
during the 60™ anniversary.

Mr. Washington, Sr. announced a program called “Graeme Park after Dark.” People can visit
from room to room meeting people of the century that inhabited the place. There will be flyers
available for this program.
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11. Good and Welfare — Ms. Werkman said that St. Paul’s Church provided a program for the
anniversary of the First Amendment in December and will be doing a re-enactment and displays
on Father’s Day June 19, 2016, starting at morning service until about 3:00 p.m.

Mr. Conrad made a request to replace the flag on the marker at General Pardee’s grave at St.
Paul Church in the civil war memorial graveyard because it has been sadly neglected. He said
the flags look very old.

Ms. Werkman said there are about a thousand USTC solders buried there. She said this will be
the next project.

12. Adjournment — There being no further business, Mr. Esposito made a motion to adjourn the
meeting at 8:30 p.m., seconded by Mr. McCann and unanimously approved.

B’ryan T. Havir
Township Manager

Submitted by: Linda J. Vann
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Historical Commission Regular Meeting @ 7:30 P.M.

MEETING ATTENDANCE LIST

Thursday, June 9, 2016

Carriage House

One Wall Park Drive, Elkins Park, PA 19027
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