Historical Commission
May 12, 2016
Curtis Hall

The regular meeting of the Cheltenham Township HISTORICAL COMMISSION was held
tonight. Members present were: Louise Cohen, Tim Esposito, James McCann, Karen Uhlrich,
Jack Washington, Joyce Werkman, and Steve Conrad. Staff present was: Brian Hinson, Director
of Parks and Recreation. (See attached attendance list).

1. Call to Order — Mr. Washington, Sr. called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

Mr. Washington, Sr. pointed out that several members have not received letters of reappointment
from the Township. Mr. Hinson will check with Township Manager’s office. Mr. Hinson and
Mr. Esposito are working on updating the Historical Commission membership list and will make
sure everyone receives a copy when it is complete.

2. Acceptance of Minutes — Mr. Esposito made a motion to accept the minutes for April 14,
2016; seconded by Ms. Uhlrich, as amended per Mrs. Cohen correcting the spelling of Julian
Abele’s last name.

3. Review of Financial Report — Mr. Esposito reviewed the financial reports showing income
and expenses for both the Historical Commission and Wall House for the month of April (see
attached). Mr. Esposito said he found an error showing that the deposits made for the bus tour
went into two different accounts: $365 in the Friends of Wall House account and $350 under the
special events account for the Historical Commission. Mr. Hinson stated that the $365 was for
the tour, which has been moved to the correct account and will be reflected on next month’s
report. Mr. Hinson noted that the $350 is revenue from the Flea Market. Mr. Hinson stated that
the $300 noted under miscellaneous expenses is for tonight’s program which covers the cost of
food and the speaker. Mr. Washington, Sr. noted that the $74.24 on last month’s report was used
to frame an antique map that was donated to the Township. It will be hung in the Township
building. Mr. Hinson said the new policy for deposits is to give all deposits to him for the Wall
House and Historical Commission. He will see that the monies go into the appropriate accounts.

4. Committee Reports

A. Education Committee — Mrs. Cohen said the Commission is looking forward to a very
good program this evening.

B. Preservation Committee Report — Mr. Washington, Sr. said a demolition permit will be
discussed under New Business.

C. Museum Committee — Mr. Washington, Sr. said it was decided after the program with the
Penn State Abington students and Dr. Holt that a companion exhibit should go up entitled
“Protesting Slavery at Richard Wall’s House.” Mr. Washington, Sr. explained the signage
and exhibit that will be displayed at the Wall House, one site where slavery was
protested. Ms. Werkman suggested having the students do the exhibit. Mr. Washington,
Sr. said it was too late in the school year for the students to participate in that activity but
he will contact Dr. Holt. He also said he would like to get the exhibit up and advertised.

D. Special Events — Mr. Washington, Sr. acknowledged the upcoming Wyncote Tour this
Saturday, May 14, hosted by Dr. Wieckowski. He announced the tour is fully booked.
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5. Chairman’s Report

A. Mr. Washington, Sr. announced that the Garden Club won two first place awards from the

6.

Garden Clubs Federation of Pennsylvania for decorating a historical building and special
recognition of a holiday project. He said he hopes to meet with the new president of Old
York Road Garden Club, Marie Schneider, to discuss plans for Christmas 2016 at Wall
House. Mr. Washington, Sr., Mrs. Washington and Dr. Wieckowski hosted the Welcome
Society, a group visiting from New Hampshire, Connecticut, New York and the general area.
The Welcome Society was originally formed by the people who came over on the
Mayflower. The Historical Commission will be given an updated plaque from the Welcome
Society to be placed outside the Wall House and will receive a donation from them around
September. Mr. Washington, Sr. also mentioned he met some Shoemaker descendents and
three additional visitors during a tour of the Wall House.

Mr. Washington, Sr. expressed concern that the Wall House was not being cleaned. Mr.
Hinson said the Township discontinued its services with the cleaning company and has been
trying to hire two part time in-house cleaners. They currently hired one. Mr. Washington, Sr.
will address this matter with the Township Manager.

Mr. Washington, Sr. met with the Assistant Township Manager Ms. Elliott, and Mr. Hinson
regarding painting the Wall House. Outside bids will be required. Mr. Hinson is waiting to
receive more information on this issue.

. Mr. Washington, Sr. discussed with Mr. Esposito information he sent to him regarding a

lecture at Ft. Washington he wanted to promote. There is a $5 donation to attend this lecture.

Mr. Washington, Sr. asked those who take the messages from the answering machine at the
Wall House to make sure they take notes and forward the information to him.

Staff Report — None.

7. Old Business — Mr. Esposito showed an example of the membership cards he designed and
will be ordering. The cost for the cards will be about $30 for 100. People who give donations to
the Wall House will receive these cards, along with discounts on special tours, museum visits
and other privileges. (See attached)

Action: Ms. Uhlrich made a motion to order the business cards at the cost of $30
or less; seconded by Mr. McCann and unanimously approved.

8. New Business

A. Mr. Washington, Sr. summarized the demolition permit for a garage at the corner of
Harrison Avenue and Springhouse Lane. Mr. Conrad passed around pictures of the
structure for the Commission to review. Mr. Conrad said the garage is not worth saving
and it has no historical significance.
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Action: Mr. McCann made a motion to accept the application for the demolition
permit of the garage at Harrison Avenue and Springhouse Lane; seconded
by Mr. Esposito and unanimously approved.

B. Mr. Hinson shared that the Township purchased three memorial benches in memory of
Mr. Greenberg, Mrs. Dottie Spruill, and Mr. Steve Banks. Mr. Hinson said the Township
a future ceremony for the three family members and will reach out to invite members of
their families. The Commission discussed locations for the benches around the Wall
House and the ceremonies. Mr. Hinson said plaques will be made for the benches.

9. Moment in History — No report.

10. Announcements — Mr . Washington announced that there is a Preservation Pennsylvania
meeting on June 6, 2016, if anyone was interested in attending. Jim Vaughn , Executive Director
of the Pennsylvania Historic an Museum Commission, be the speaker. The cost is $40 a ticket.

Mr. Washington, Sr. said he a solicitation to purchase The Public Historian, from University of
California, Santa Barbara. The cost of the print version is $99, and the online version is $79. The
Historical Commission was not interested.

Mrs. Cohen discussed three phone calls she received. One was from a gentleman that wanted to
have his wedding on the Wall House grounds. She said she will forward this information to Mr.
Hinson. Mrs. Cohen said the second phone call was from a gentleman in California trying to
locate the Shoemaker relatives. Mr. Washington, Sr. said that this message would normally go
to Mrs. Washington or it can be directed to Old York Road Historical Society. Mr. Washington,
Sr. said some Shoemaker family members will be coming to visit from Florida this summer.
Mrs. Cohen said the third call was from a parent with a 10 year old daughter who is interested in
history, and was wondering if she could do volunteer work for the Historical Commission. Mr.
Washington, Sr. said this would be alright as long as there is adult supervision.

Mr. McCann said he received a newsletter called Acorn. He shared some information from the
newsletter. Mr. Washington, Sr. said if anyone is interested in the Acorn newsletter, they can
read it on the following website: www.ledyardhistory.org.

11. Good and Welfare — None.

12. Adjournment — There being no further business, Ms. Uhlrich made a motion to adjourn the
meeting at 7:30 p.m., seconded by Mr. Esposito and unanimously approved.

On.

Bryan T. Havir
Township Manager

Submitted by: LindaJ. Vann
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CHELTENHAM TOWNSHIP HISTORICAL COMMISSION

FRIEND OF THE WALL HOUSE

MEMBERSHIP EXPIRES:
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COMMISSION PRESIDENT

The Richard Wall House is open cn the 4th Sunday of
each month, from 1-4 PM, and upon request. To
arrange for a tour, either private or fora group, either
call the township at 215-887-1000 ext. 227 during
business hours, or call the house directly at
215-887-9159 and leave a message.

www.cheltenhamtownship.org
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MEETING ATTENDANCE LIST

Historical Commission Regular Meeting @ 6:30 P.M.

Thursday, May 12, 2016

Curtis Hall
1250 W. Church Road, Wyncote, PA 19095

(Please Print Clearly)
Print Name Mailing Address Telephone E-mail Address
(only if different) Number (only if (only if different
different)
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