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The regular meeting of the ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT TASK FORCE (EDTF) for May 2016 was
held tonight. Members in attendance were: Dwight Lewis, Sif Malik, Fred Milbert, Jonathan Essoka, Joan
Brandeis, Caryl Levin, Judah Labovitz, Rita Rosen Poley, David Rosenberg, David Kratzer and Ken
Mirksy. Guests present: Altoro Hall, Montgomery County Department of Commerce and Deb Campbell.
Staff present: Alyson Elliott, Assistant Township Manager.

CALL TO ORDER. Mr. Lewis called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES. A motion was made by Mr. Labovitz, seconded by Mr.
Rosenberg, and unanimously passed to approve the minutes of April 19, 2016.

COMMITTEE REPORTS.

A. Design — The EDTF asked that all future applications be submitted along with
acknowledgement that they have a business license in the Township.

1.
2.

1)

2)

3)

4)

Signage Application for 107 South Easton Road, Glenside — Ms. Elliott presented
information about the proposed non-illuminated parallel wall sign with dark
lettering on a white background to be inserted in the location of the current sign.
The design on the current sign will remain on the edges of the sign. The design
committee was supportive of this application

Action: A motion was made by Mr. Labovitz, seconded by Mr. Essoka, and
carried by an 11-0 vote, to convey to the Planning and Zoning
Department a recommendation to issue a Certificate of Appropriateness
for the proposed sign at 107 South Easton Road, Glenside, provided the
sign is not internally illuminated.

Signage Application for 8110-B Old York Road, Elkins Park — Ms. Elliott presented
information about the proposed internally-illuminated parallel wall sign with dark
lettering on a white background to be inserted in the location of the current sign.
Opaque backgrounds are required to minimize light bleed from the sign. The
applicant has upgraded the material to ensure that the white background will be
opaque. The design committee was supportive of this application.

Action: A motion was made by Ms. Brandeis, seconded by Mr. Rosenberg, and
carried by an 11-0 vote, to convey to the Planning and Zoning
Department a recommendation to issue a Certificate of Appropriateness
for the proposed sign at 8110-B Old York Road, Elkins Park, provided
the white sign background is opaque.

Signage Application for 8120 Old York Road, Elkins Park — Ms. Elliott presented
information about the proposed channel-lettered parallel wall sign on the side of the
building that faces the interior of the site. The lettering will be dark. Additionally,
the applicant proposes a vinyl window sign on the Church Road side of the
building. The design committee was supportive of this application.

Action: A motion was made by Mr. Malik, seconded by Mr. Rosenberg, and
carried by an 11-0 vote, to convey to the Planning and Zoning
Department a recommendation to issue a Certificate of Appropriateness
for the proposed sign at 8120 Old York Road, Elkins Park.

Signage Application for 7400 Front Street/101 Cheltenham Avenue — Ms. Elliott
presented information about the proposed channel-lettered parallel wall signs to be
located on each street frontage of the building. The letters will be red. The design
committee was supportive of this application.
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Action: A motion was made by Ms. Brandies, seconded by Mr. Rosenberg, and
carried by an 11-0 vote, to convey to the Planning and Zoning
Department a recommendation to issue a Certificate of Appropriateness
for the proposed sign at 8120 Old York Road, Elkins Park.

B. Liaison Reports

V) Elkins Park East — Mr. Milbert reported about Arts in the Park, the Elkins Park East
Business Association Dinner and the Creekside Coop.

2) Glenside Business District — None.
3) East Cheltenham Avenue — None.
4) Cheltenham Village — None.

5) Elkins Park West — None.

6) West Cheltenham Avenue — Mr. Lewis reported about progress at Cheltenham Mall,
now being called “Greenleaf at Cheltenham,” and the Fresh Grocer opening at
Cedarbrook Plaza.

CHAIR’S REPORT

A. Sewer Lateral Inspection Program. Mr. Lewis reported there is a lot of interest in the
community about the proposed sewer lateral inspection program. Ms. Elliott clarified
some facts about the proposed program and announced that the Board of Commissioners
would be discussing the program at its meeting on May 18, 2016. As the Board and staff
understand that this will be a burden for many property owners, they are looking into
options that will help reduce the impact of this program through reduced financing rates
from local banks and third party home warranty programs, among other options.

STAFF REPORT.

A. Zoning Workshop Meetings. Ms. Elliott reported that the Zoning Workshop meetings
are continuing, with more meetings scheduled in June.

OLD BUSINESS - Old Business was deferred until the June meeting.
NEW BUSINESS

A. Presentation by Montgomery County Commerce Department. Altoro Hall, Marketing
and Business Development Manager of Economic Development at the Montgomery
County Commerce Department talked with the EDTF about the opportunities provided
by the Department of Commerce. He explained that the Commerce Department has
developed a program called “Montgomery County 2 Business,” which is a one-stop shop
for businesses in Montgomery County including the Montgomery County
Redevelopment Authority, the Montgomery County Industrial Development Authority,
the Montgomery County Development Corporation, and Montco Works (see attached
flyer for information on what each entity is responsible for).

Mr. Hall discussed the vast programs offered by these entities relating to promoting
businesses in Montgomery County, including: low-interest and low-cost financing,
workforce development and placement, help with revitalizing blighted areas and setting
up Keystone Opportunity and Innovation Zones (Conshohocken, for example), helping
businesses select sites in the County and familiarizing them with all the County and
individual municipalities offer, providing resources for struggling companies and/or start
ups, and generally helping to make connections.
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The Commerce Department is a membership-driven organization and works to provide
opportunities for businesses to succeed in Montgomery County, through grand opening
events, available building and land tours, and industry-specific networking alliances.

The EDTF asked Mr. Hall what the Township could do to work with the Commerce
Department to pursue economic growth in the Township. He responded with the
following items:

e Develop a portfolio of available sites, whether vacant property or buildings, for
promotion through the Commerce Department.

e Meet with the Commerce Department to discuss what types of development
and/or businesses the Township is looking to promote.

e Decide whether offering incentives is appropriate for the Township (for example,
establishing a Local Economic Revitalization Tax Assistance [LERTA] district
or offering free or reduce rent for a year).

e Reducing or eliminating roadblocks to doing business or developing in the
Township that would make a potential business choose another municipality (i.e.
unfavorable zoning, lengthy development processes, lack of infrastructure, or
other aspects that increase the cost of entry to or doing business in the Township.

B. Vacant Building Registry Ordinance. Ms. Elliott provided the EDTF with a brief
outline of the Vacant Building Registry Ordinance that the Board of Commissioners will
consider for adoption at its June 15, 2016, meeting. She explained that the ordinance,
along with proposed revisions to the Property Maintenance Ordinance and the Nuisance
Ordinance, seeks to provide the Township with more teeth to encourage property owners
to maintain their properties and, if they are unable to do so, to move them on or demolish
them expeditiously. The EDTF was supportive of this ordinance, saying that vacant

properties, particularly those that are not maintained, are a significant factor in the
Township’s economic health.

8. CITIZENS’ FORUM - Ms. Campbell introduced herself as a resident, a Glenside business
owner, and member of the Glenside Merchants’ Association.

9. ADJOURNMENT. There being no further business, Mr. Lewis adjourned the meeting at 8:35 p.m.

(Wee.

Bryan T. Havir, Township Manager

Submitted by: Alyson Elliott
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Montgomery County Commerce @qpartment

TrE MONTGOMERY COUNTY
REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

THE AUTHORITY'S PRINCIDAL
PURPOSES ARE ASSISTING THE
COUNTY'S TOWNSHIPS AND BOROUGHS
IN STIMULATING ECONOMIC
REVITALIZATION AND AIDING IN
THE PROVISION OF AFFORDABLE
HOUSING THROUGH APPLICATIONS
TO STATE AND FEDERAL SOURCES.
THE REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY'S
ACTIVITIES ARE FUNDED PRIMARILY
THROUGH STATE AND FEDERAL GRANT
PROGRAMS, REIMBURSEMENTS FROM
MUNICIPALITIES AND PRIVATE SECTOR
ENTITIES

JERRY NUGENT
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
INUGENTE@MONTCOPA.ORG
610-275-5300

GUIDE CAREERLINK PARTNERS AND STAFE
[NVENTORY, ASSESS, AND BROKER EMPLOYA
TRAINING AND EMPLOYMENT SUPPORT SERVICH

Carolina DiGiorgio
Director
CDigiorg@montcopa.org
610-278-3329

Montgomery County 2 Business
Oné Stop Shop
wiww.me2b.org

THE MoNTGOMERY COUNTY
INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT
AUTHORITY

PROVIDES TAX EXEMDPT FINANCING FOR

THE FOLLOWING BORROWERS, TYPICALLY

FOR FACILTITIES AND EQUIMENT!

-PRIVATE MANUFACTURERS
-NON-PROFITS, SUCH AS HOSPITALS AND
s PRIVATE SCHOOLS
- TAN-EXEMPT FACILITIES, SUCH AS FOR
POLLUTION CONTROL
FIRST TIME FARMERS
GRETA MILES
Exvcurive DIRECTOR
GRETAMILESE GMATLCOM
610-275-5300

N4

Morntgomery County

Mo/n\tcoWorks

MONTCOWORKS
GOALS ARE:

MCDC

Montgomery County
Development Corporation

THE MONTGOMERY COUNTY
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

THE ADMINISTRATOR FOR BUSINESS
LOAN PROGRAMS OFFERED BY THE
COUNTY AND THE COMMONWEALTH
OF PENNSYLVANIA. AS THE AREA
LOAN ADMINISTRATOR, THE MCDC
CAN PROVIDE LOW INTEREST RATE
LOANS FOR BUSINESSES LOOKING TO
ACQUIRE REAL ESTATE, AND MAKE
CAPITAL INVESTMENTS, WE CAN
ALSO WORK WITH MUNICIPALITIES
IO PROVIDE SPECIAL FINANCING
PACKAGES FOR BUSINESSES IN

IMPROVEMENT DISTRICTS AND OTHER
LOCATIONS WHERLE SUBSTANTIAL
INFRASTRUCTURE INFPROVEMENTS CAN

CHANGE THE FUNDAMENTAL BUSINESS
DYNAMICS OF A LOCAL COMMUNITY.

Briax ReGri
CHATRMAN
BREGLU@MYREVERE.COM
610-275-5300

N IDENTIFYING AND CLOSING SKILL GAPS

SUPPORT SERVICES TO HELP FACILITATLE THE SEAMUELESS DELIVERY OF EDUCATIONAL

S TO OUR COUNTY'S ADUI TS, DISLOCATED WORKERS, INCUMBENT WORKERS, AND YOUTH

FOR THE GROWTH AND EXPANSION OF OUR COUNTY'S ECONOMY.
DEVELOPED FULLY ONE-STOP ACCESS FOR JOB SEEKERS AND EMPLOYLERS TO A TOTAL PACKAGE OF PUBLIC SECTOR LOAN PROGRARMS,
BUSINESS PLANNING AND START-UD INFORMATION, AS WELL AS JOB TRAINING AND PLACEMENT PROGRAMS AND EMPLOYMENT SUPPORT

SERVICES

BUILD GPON THE STRONG RELATIONSHIPS THAT EXIST BETWEEN PUBLIGC AND PRIVATE SECTORS IN FHE COUNTY,

montgomery.county.pa
1 montcodeevents

JENNIFER BUTLER

JBUTLERMNONTCOPA.ORG 610-278-7289

@

montcodeevents

@ montcodeevents
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