Historical Commission
April 14,2016
Wall House

The regular meeting of the Cheltenham Township HISTORICAL COMMISSION was held
tonight. Members present were: Barbara Bartlett, Louise Cohen, Tim Esposito, Karen Uhlrich,
Jack Washington, Joyce Werkman, and guests Steve Conrad, Dr. Sharon Holt and Scott
Laughlin. Staff present was: Brian Hinson, Director of Parks and Recreation. (See attached
attendance list).

1. Call to Order — Mr. Washington, Sr. called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m.

2. Presentation by Dr. Sharon Ann Holt, Penn State Abington — Mr. Washington, Sr.
introduced Dr. Sharon Ann Holt from Penn State Abington and asked her to share a few words
about her upcoming program on Saturday, April 16, 2016, from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Dr. Holt is building a public history program to develop interest in community and
historical sites. As a part of the program, students will read aloud the 1688 declaration against
slavery at the Wall House on April 16. It is the first known public protest against slavery in
Pennsylvania and was originally read on the porch of the Wall House in 1688 when the Abington
Friends meetings were held at the Wall House. Dr. Holt said her students chose to read the
declaration because the argument against slavery is unique, stating how horrible and cruel
slavery was in the 1600s. She said the document strongly argues that “Black Lives Matter.” She
added that she would like to see her students develop a relationship with the Wall House,
possibly in the capacity of an internship.

Mr. Washington, Sr. asked Commission members to show their support by attending the
event and asked Mrs. Cohen to see if refreshments could be donated for this program. Dr. Holt
said that Mr. Esposito, the Township Public Information Officer, and the Abington network have
all sent out information regarding this program. There are hopes that there will be a good turnout.

3. Acceptance of Minutes — Mr. Esposito made a motion to accept the minutes for the March 10,
2016 meeting; seconded by Mrs. Cohen and unanimously approved.

4. Review of Financial Report — Mr. Esposito reviewed the financial reports, which showed
income and expenses for both the Historical Commission and Wall House for the month of
March (see attached). Mr. Esposito said the Historical Commission made $3.00 for the sale of
books. Mr. Esposito said the Wall House had $74.24 in acquisitions. Mr. Hinson said some
accounts are not yet noted on the report, but will be noted by the next meeting.

S. Committee Reports

A. Education Committee — Mrs. Cohen announced that Professor Wiggins of Harvard
University will provide a lecture on Julian Abel as part of Cheltenham’s February 2017
Black History Month program. She also announced that May is National Historic
Preservation Month and in celebration, Dr. Wieckowski will give a lecture on “John
Wanamaker and Family: Gilded Age Residents” at 7:30 p.m. on Thursday, May 12, 2016,
at Curtis Hall. Mrs. Cohen has presented the flyers for this program at several locations
such as libraries, schools, and community centers. In addition she will send out mailings
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of the program along with the spring Wall Paper newsletter. Mrs. Cohen asked for funds
to get refreshments for next month’s program.

B. Preservation Committee Report — No Report.

C. Museum Committee — Mr. Washington, Sr. said the trolley exhibit is growing; an
authentic trolley bell has been added. He said Dr. Wieckowski added some posters to the
display and helped rearrange the furniture in the exhibit area.

D. Special Events — Mr. Washington, Sr. spoke on behalf of Dr. Wieckowski for special
events. He said the seats for the historical tour scheduled for Saturday, May 14, 2016,
from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. are filling up slowly. Eight or nine people signed have
signed up; the bus holds 22-24 people. Mr. Washington, Sr. asked everyone to help
support and promote the Historic Wyncote Bus Tour.

6. Chairman’s Report

A. Mr. Washington, Sr. expressed frustration about his inability to communicate with
members on the Commission, lacking basic contact information. Additionally, he would
like to be made aware of new appointees to the Commission so he can reach out to them.
Mr. Esposito will work with Mr. Hinson to compile a Historical Commission contact
sheet for members on the Commission.

B. Mr. Washington, Sr. said he received a request of solicitation from Schwenkfelder to buy
their newsletter. The Commission was not interested in purchasing the newsletter. Mr.
Washington said the King of Prussia Newsletter will be available in the Wall House
kitchen if anyone wishes to read it.

C. Demolition Request for 1648 Chattin Road. Mr. Washington, Sr. provided some research
on the history of the two-story carriage house built in the 1800s. Scott Laughlin, resident
of 1681 East Willow Grove Avenue, Glenside, provided some history regarding his
property, formally the Wetherill Estate and expressed concerns regarding the demolition.
The building where the demolition will take place is located close to the property line
shared with his property. There has been no survey work to determine property
boundaries and the work will be done very close to his property. Some of the trees are
over 100 years old and are considered specimen trees, including a rare trophy tree, a
copper peach tree and other beautiful specimen plants. Mr. Washington, Sr. and Mr.
Hinson suggested that Mr. Laughlin attend the next Building and Zoning meeting to
voice concerns. Mr. Hinson stated someone must take pictures of the demolition site. Mr.
Washington will have pictures taken this upcoming Monday.

Action: Mrs. Cohen made a motion to accept the demolition at 1648 Chattin Road,
with a request that extra care be taken regarding the property lines, and the
preservation of the historical trees; seconded by Ms. Uhlrich and
unanimously approved.
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7. Staff Report — Mr. Hinson said the final draft of the Curtis Arboretum Landscape
Management Plan was presented at the April 6, 2016, Public Affairs Committee meeting. The
final draft is available on the Township website for review. The Township will take public
comment on the draft plan until May 10, 2016.

Mr. Hinson discussed set up and other plans for the upcoming Parks and Recreation and
Historical Commission Flea Market this Saturday, April 16, 2016. A food truck and a snow ice
truck will be available. Mr. Esposito asked if the historical tour of Curtis Hall was still scheduled
during the flea market. Mr. Hinson confirmed that there will be a tour.

8. Old Business — None.
9. New Business —

A. Mr. Washington, Sr. discussed a renewal of the subscription of Preservation
Pennsylvania. The cost is $50 for the organizational membership. The magazine will be
available for reading in near the kitchen area in the Wall House.

Action: Mrs. Cohen made a motion to renew the subscription of Preservation
Pennsylvania; seconded by Mr. Esposito and unanimously approved.

B. Mr. Washington, Sr. shared a letter from Bill Chambres’ about the Princeton Battlefield
in New Jersey. The letter was written by George Will a columnist for the Washington
Post in reference on saving the historic battlefield where one of the important battles
happened. The battlefield has been scandalously neglected and vandalized. The letter
titled “’A Battle to Save a Battlefield” was shared to bring attention to this lost treasure.

C. Mr. Washington, Sr. said he received post cards Penn Woods Puppet Theatre, which has a
children’s program. He talked about the five different programs offered by the company
that might work at La Mott Community Center during the summer. Mrs. Cohen said this
might make a good fundraiser.

D. Mr. Esposito suggested having membership cards made for Friends of Wall House. He
found a website where you can get 500 cards for $20. Mr. Esposito said it would be a
visual way to reward Friends of Wall House and they would be good for one year. He
can order cards 100 for $15. The Commission will review the design with Mr. Esposito
before ordering the cards. Mr. Hinson will have the design reviewed by the Township
Manager before being ordered.

Action: Ms. Ulhrich made a motion to authorize Mr. Esposito to order 100
membership cards for “Friends of the Wall House,” subject to design
approval by the Township Manager; seconded by Ms. Bartlett and
unanimously approved.

10. Moment in History — No report.
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11. Announcements — Mr. Washington, Sr. announced that there will be four or five people
visiting and touring the Wall House on Saturday, April 16, 2016, at 2:30 p.m.

12. Good and Welfare — None.

13. Adjournment — There being no further business, Mr. Esposito made a motion to adjourn the
meeting at 8:30 p.m., seconded by Ms. Uhlrich and unanimously approved.

m

Bryan T. Havir
Township Manager

Submitted by: Linda J. Vann
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the name of fairness,

don't erase women'’s history

Janet Benton

is & writer, editor, and teacher of
writing at the Word Studio

s a writer of historical
documentaries and nov-
els, I know more than a
passing bit about Ameri-
can women who have all
but vanished from contemporary ac-
counts. I'm often appalled at most
women’s systematic erasure. Yet
few things puzzle me more thah
their ongoing absence from the
names and descriptions of homes.

If history’s women hadn’t been
delegated the tasks of home and
family — and jointly valorized for
and consumed by this work — per-
haps it wouldn’t strike me as an
outrage when a historic home bears
the name of its adult male occupant
alone and when women are left out
of its description. But America’s his-
toric homes were built when a wom-
an’s near-magical homemaking
properties were much lauded — in
a centuries-long campaign advocat-
ing women’s place within their
walls. How is it that, in the names
and summaries affixed to the loca-
tions where women labored — lack-
ing basic civil rights, a fact that
helped lock them in their “place” —
their crucial lives disappear?

America’s foremothers knew they
were being imprisoned and erased.
This awareness galvanized those
who fought for suffrage and other
rights, as well as many literary au-
thors, such as Kate Chopin (see The
Awakening, 1899) and Dorothy Can-
field Fisher (see her lengthy 1911
novel, The Squirrel-Cage). Anyone
who knows women’s history could
list several dozen such women be-
fore morning coffee and dozens
more after.

Yet recently, for a history-class

" speech’ she would give while
dressed as Martha Washington, my

seventh-grade daughter was look-
ing up a historic home in Philadel-
phia, and in several places, only the
male inhabitants’ names and life sto-
ries were included. How one sad-
dens to think of George Washing-
ton’s loneliness while he spent en-
tire summers solo, apart from meet-
ings with his cabinet; how one won-
ders at an earlier occupant trans-
forming his cottage into an enor-
mous house so he could wander its
rooms talking only to himself. Lack-
ing time to dig deeper, my daughter
wrote “and their families” into the
speech.

That particular historic house de-
serves kudos for events and exhib-
its that highlight women, the en-
slaved, indentured, and employed,
just as they should. But America’s
historic homes too often remain fes-
tooned with monikers and descrip-
tions that exclude women. Consider
the Richard Wall House in Chelten-
ham or the Hendrick I. Lott House
in Brooklyn. I mean no disrespect
to the dedicated people who main-
tain these old homes when I note
that the still-used names and cur-
rent descriptions of too many plac-
es leave out their female occupants.

The naming of homes is a vari-
able endeavor. Some are named for
renowned inhabitants; the Harriet
Beecher Stowe House in Hartford,
Conn., and the Walt Whitman
House in Camden come to mind.
Others are named after locations,
such as Mount Vernon. To an ex-
tent, exclusionary naming and de-
scribing can be attributed to proper-
ty ownership; it’s easy to call a
house by the name on the deed.
There were female property own-
ers, however, as a look at a map of,
say, 18th-century Philadelphia re-
veals.

But even when ownership ex-
plains the naming, ¢onsider how
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keeping this name perpetuates dis-
crimination. Laws barred married
women from holding separate prop-
erty rights, and widows and chil-
dren often lost their homes when
husbands died. A state-by-state
fight was necessary to gain proper-
ty rights for married women.

It appears that marriage is still
the pursuit most guaranteed to
dampen evidence of one’s exist-
ence. I could write several letters a
week to top newspapers protesting
their extreme slighting of a woman
equally involved in a venture with
her husband. Here’s one example of
erasure in my own life: For several
years, the township where I live
sent its letters — to my jointly titled
home — addressed to “Mr. and Mrs.
His First Name and Last Name,”
though no such legal entity as Mrs.
His First Name and Last Name ex-
ists. As the home’s licensed busi-
ness owner who paid township tax-
es, I was overjoyed to find that I did
not exist and therefore could stop
submitting checks. (I do still pay.)
When I called to request that letters
include my name, an unsympathet-
ic woman explained that there was
room for his name only in their let-
ter-generating database.

Why should it be — even Th the
squirrel-cages or temples where
women have acted out life’s purport-
edly most noble intentions and
have daily proved our mettle — that

‘evidence of us is banished?

Names are meaningful, a point
borne up by current struggles over
names of colleges and sports teams.
All historic homes ought to include
female occupunts in their names,
descriptions, and programs.
Through such changes, women’s
lives can be reclaimed — until there
will be no purpose for a women'’s
history month, because both sexes
will continue to matter.

< janet.thewordstudio@gmail.com
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2016
HISTORICAL COMMISSION (92-419)

INCOME/EXPENSE REPORT
ACCT NUMBER DESCRIPTION JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JuL AUG SEPT ocT NOV DEC o:«;%q..b.ﬂ%
BUDGET BALANCE - $4,000.00 4,000.00
ADD: RECEIPTS |BEGINNING BALANCE 1,291.48 1,291.48
92418R1107000| REIMBURSEMENT CONTRACTED 0.00
92419R1200000|LOCAL AID 0.00
92419R1203000|STATE GRANT 0.00
92419R1208999| TRANSFERS 0.00
92419R1209000| FEDERAL/COUNTY GRANT 0.00
92419R1302000|SPECIAL EVENTS 0.00
92419R1304000 |SALE OF BOOKS 12.00 3.00 15.00
TOTAL RECEIPTS: 1,291.48 12.00 3.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 1,306.48
LESS: EXPENSES
9241992-30000 {OFFICE SUPPLIES 0.00
9241992-30999 |SPECIAL EVENTS 0.00
9241992-32000 |OFFICE EQUIPMENT PURCHASE 0.00
9241992-34001 | TELEPHONE - (ADMIN & FAX) 89.75 89.25 179.00
9241992-38000 |POSTAGE 0.00
9241992-41000 |REPAIRS CONTRACTED 0.00
9241992-72000 |PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 0.00
9241992-74000 [CONTRACTED SERVICES 0.00
9241992-74100 [WALL PAPER 0.00
9241992-92000 [ASSOCIATION DUES 0.00
9241992-94000 |ADVERTISING & PRINTING 0.00
9241992-96000 |MISCELLANEOUS 40.00 150.00 190.00
TOTAL EXPENSES: 129.76 239.25 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 369.00
TOTAL AT MONTH END: 937.48
| I
TriCentennial Fund Balance: 3,111.40 | 3,111.40 | 3,111.40




2016

WALL HOUSE (92-417)

INCOME/EXPENSE REPORT

ﬂo%—nvwcmﬂ_. DESCRIPTION JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEPT ocT NOV DEC OC._v.;%_.—.b“< e
BUDGET BALANCE - $16,145.00 16,145.00
ADD: RECEIPTS [BEGINNING BALANCE 150.00 150.00
92417R1200000|LOCAL AID 0.00
92417R1203000 | STATE GRANT 0.00
92417R1205000 {HIS COMM MUSEUM TOUR 0.00
92417R1205001 |GIFT SHOP 40.00 40.00
92417R1208999 | TRANSFERS 0.00
92417R1209000 | FEDERAL/COUNTY GRANT 0.00
92417R1301000 |ANNUAL FUND DRIVE 0.00
92417R 1302000 | SPECIAL EVENTS 0.00
92417R 1305000 | DONATIONS 0.00
92417R1305001 | FRIENDS OF 70.00 20.00 90.00
TOTAL RECEIPTS: 220.00 60.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 280.00
LESS: EXPENSES
9241792-30999 |SPECIAL EVENTS 0.00
9241792-32000 |OFFICE EQUIPMENT PURCHASE 0.00
9241792-32300 |ACQUISITIONS 74.24 74.24
9241792-38000 |POSTAGE 0.00
9241792-41000 |REPAIRS CONTRACTED 0.00
9241792-72000 | PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 480.00 480.00
9241792-73999 |POLICE SERVICES 0.00
9241792-74000 |CONTRACTED SERVICES 200.25 180.00 380.25
9241792-74407 | MAINTENANCE CONTRACTS 0.00
9241792-92000 |ASSOCIATION DUES 0.00
9241792-94000 |[ADVERTISING & PRINTING 0.00
9241792-96000 [MISCELLANEOUS 0.00
TOTAL EXPENSES: 680.25 180.00 74.24 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 934.49
TOTAL AT MONTH END: -6564.49




MEETING ATTENDANCE LIST
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Historical Commissige/ﬁegular Meeting @ 7:30 P.M.

(Please Print Clearly)

Print Name
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Thursday, April 14, 2016

\gafriage House

One Wall Park Drive, Elkins Park, PA 19027

Mailing Address
(only if different)

Telephone
Number (only if
different)

E-mail Address
(only if different
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