February 11,2016 7:30 p.m.
Curtis Hall

The regular meeting of the Cheltenham Township HISTORICAL COMMISSION was held
tonight. Members present were: Barbara Bartlett, Louise Cohen, Tim Esposito, James McCann,
Karen Uhlrich, Jack Washington, Mary Washington, Joyce Werkman, and Dr. Wieckowski.
Staff present was: Brian Hinson, Director of Parks and Recreation. (See attached attendance list).

1. Call to Order — Mr. Hinson called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

2. Reorganization and Election of Officers — Dr. Wieckowski made a motion that Mr.
Washington, Sr. serve as Chair; seconded by Mrs. Cohen, unanimously approved. Mr. Esposito
made a motion that Dr. Wieckowski serve as Vice Chair; the motion was seconded by Ms.
Uhlrich, unanimously approved. Mr. Washington, Sr. made a motion that Mr. Esposito serve as
Financial Officer; seconded by Ms. Uhlrich, unanimously approved.

2. Acceptance of Minutes — Mr. Washington, Sr. asked that a correction be made on page 2 of
the minutes regarding the last name of the Shoemaker descendent. Her correct name is Lettice
Moon. Mr. Esposito made a motion to accept the minutes for January 14, 2016; seconded by Dr.
Wieckowski, and unanimously approved.

3. Review of Financial Report — Mr. Esposito reviewed the financial reports, which showed
income and expenses for both the Historical Commission and Wall House for the month of
January 2016 (see attached).

He noted there is income of $517 recorded for special events for the Wall House, which
was income from the holiday tours. Mr. Esposito stated there was an income of $70 for the
Friends of Wall House and a $480 expense for professional services at the Wall House. Mr.
Hinson stated that the contracted services in the amount of $200.25 is the monthly cleaning fee
and the $480 in professional services is for the alarm, which is billed every six months.

Mr. Esposito said the report for the Historical Commission showed a beginning balance
of $1,291.48. Mr. Washington, Sr. asked Mr. Esposito to review the anticipated expenses of the
annual accounts to see where the Commission is going financially.

4. Committee Reports —

A. Education Committee — Mrs. Cohen reported about the evening program for Black
History Month, “Back in Time with Cheltenham: Lucretia Mott and the Cheltenham
residents who fought for Freedom,” that will be presented by Lisa Marlowe’s 6™ grade
class at Elkins Park School. Mrs. Cohen said that Mrs. Paxson of St. Paul’s Church
suggested that the Commission have the Black History program at the Church next year.
Jay Cooke might be an interesting topic for the program. Dr. Wieckowski said it would
be a great idea because he recently spoke on the 13" Amendment at St. Paul’s Church.
He said they were extremely organized and it was a very good program. He also
mentioned he met a descendant of Jay Cooke at the event and hopes there is a possibility
of locating a picture album of the Ogontz Estate from this meeting.

B. Preservation Committee Report — No Report.

C. Museum Committee — No Report.
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D. Special Events — Dr. Wieckowski announced that Mr. Rowland, President of the Old
York Road Historical Society (OYRHS), requested that the May 15™ tour date be
changed because it conflicts with an upcoming program OYRHS is having the same day.

5. Chairman’s Report — Mr. Washington, Sr. said he received an announcement that Ms.
Uhlrich is officially a member of the Commission. He also said that he is looking for more new
active members.

Mr. Washington, Sr. reported that the program with Penn State Abington with Dr. Holt
who is part of the Arts and Humanity Program is underway. Mr. Washington, Sr. said the
program will benefit the students helping them to learn how to perform museum tours, museum
tasks and facility supervision. He said the Township Manager has given his approval of this
program. Mr. Washington, Sr. said he met with Dr. Holt on several occasions and with the
students. (See attachment regarding this program).

Mr. Washington, Sr. said the Wall Paper is in now in final stages and will be available
thanks to Dr. Wieckowski for publishing.

Mr. Washington, Sr. said he applied to a Quester Chapter. He submitted a proposal for
up to $500. He stated he hopes to receive at least half of that amount if not the full amount. Mr.
Washington, Sr. said he is working with the Quester chapters in hopes to improve things at the
Wall House. Mr. Washington, Sr. passed around pictures showing items being requested in the
proposal.

6. Staff Report — Mr. Hinson asked if anyone was able to find the old list of participants from
past years’ market days event to help with the upcoming Parks and Recreation and Historical
Commission flea market. No one has been able to locate that list. Mr. Hinson asked if anyone
would be willing to do an historical tour at Curtis Hall the same day of the flea market. Dr.
Wieckowski said he would give the tour.

7. Old Business — Dr. Wieckowski asked what happened to the badges the Commission
discussed getting for themselves and student docents. Mr. Washington, Sr. said he received the
prices and brought the information to the Commission and no one seemed interested enough to
take any action. Mr. Washington, Sr. said when he meets with the student docents he gives them
stick on badges to wear. Dr. Wieckowski and Mr. Washington, Sr. said the badges will look
more professional than the stick on bades. Mr. Washington, Sr. said the monies would have to
come out of the Commission budget. Mr. Hinson said he will find out if the Township can
supply new photo ID badges for the Commission members.

8. New Business — None.
9. Moment in History — Mrs. Washington gave a report. (See attached).

10. Announcements — Mr. Washington mentioned the “A Get To Know Sustainability Party” on
February 22™ at the Rowland Community Center.

11. Good and Welfare — None.



February 11, 2016 7:30 p.m.
Curtis Hall

12. Adjournment - There being no further business, Mr. Esposito made a motion to adjourn the
meeting at 7:30 p.m., seconded by Ms. Uhlrich, and unanimously approved.

(Ut

Bryan T. Havir
Township Manager

Submitted by: Linda J. Vann
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HISTORICAL COMMISSION (92-419)
INCOME/EXPENSE REPORT
ACCT NUMBER DESCRIPTION JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JuL AUG SEPT ocT NOV DEC oc.";%__..b.,_w<m
BUDGET BALANCE - $4,000.00 4,000.00
ADD: RECEIPTS |BEGINNING BALANCE 1,291.48 1,291.48
92419R1107000 |[REIMBURSEMENT CONTRACTED 0.00
92419R1200000 |[LOCAL AID 0.00
92419R1203000 [STATE GRANT 0.00
92419R1208999 [TRANSFERS 0.00
92419R1209000 [FEDERAL/COUNTY GRANT 0.00
92419R1302000SPECIAL EVENTS 0.00
92419R1304000|SALE OF BOOKS 0.00
ﬂn“.;_. RECE!PTS: B i 1,291.48 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 ._.nw.ﬁ.am
LESS: EXPENSES
9241992-30000 |OFFICE SUPPLIES 0.00
9241992-30999 | SPECIAL EVENTS 0.00
9241992-32000 |OFFICE EQUIPMENT PURCHASE 0.00
9241992-34001 | TELEPHONE - (ADMIN & FAX) 89.75 89.75
9241992-38000 |POSTAGE 0.00
9241992-41000 | REPAIRS CONTRACTED 0.00
9241992-72000 |PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 0.00
9241992-74000 [ CONTRACTED SERVICES 0.00
9241992-74100 |WALL PAPER 0.00
9241992-92000 [ASSOCIATION DUES 0.00
9241992-94000 |[ADVERTISING & PRINTING 0.00
9241992-96000 | MISCELLANEOUS 40.00 40.00
TOTAL EXPENSES: 129.75 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 129.75
._.Jﬁ»_- AT MONTH _mz_u" 1,161.73
i S ] [ 7 W fiav e W] it T -
TriCentennial Fund Balance: 3,111.40




WALL HOUSE (92-417)

INCOME/EXPENSE REPORT

\””._n”aomcm’“ﬂﬂ DESCRIPTION JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEPT ocCcT NOV DEC OC.—@%._.F>>—.._M<M
BUDGET BALANCE - $16,145.00 16,145.04
ADD: RECEIPTS |BEGINNING BALANCE 150.00 150.00
92417R1200000{LOCAL AID 0.00
92417R1203000|{ STATE GRANT 0.00
92417R1205000|HIS COMM MUSEUM TOUR 0.00
92417R1205001|GIFT SHOP 0.00
92417R1208999| TRANSFERS 0.00
92417R1209000{FEDERAL/COUNTY GRANT 0.00
92417R1301000{ ANNUAL FUND DRIVE 0.00
92417R1302000{SPECIAL EVENTS 517.00 517.00
92417R1305000{ DONATIONS 0.00
92417R1305001|FRIENDS OF 70.00 70.00
TOTAL RECEIPTS: 737.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 737.00
| S 2% 2 | M aT o | et [ i e o Berioney) [ERENRN IR A SR ] i
LESS: EXPENSES
9241792-30999 | SPECIAL EVENTS 0.00
9241792-32000 | OFFICE EQUIPMENT PURCHASE 0.00
9241792-32300 |ACQUISITIONS 0.00
9241792-38000 |POSTAGE 0.00
9241792-41000 |REPAIRS CONTRACTED 0.00
9241792-72000 | PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 480.00 480.00
924179273999 |POLICE SERVICES 0.00
9241792-74000 | CONTRACTED SERVICES 200.25 200.25
9241792-74407 |MAINTENANCE CONTRACTS 0.00
9241792-92000 | ASSOCIATION DUES 0.00
9241792-94000 | ADVERTISING & PRINTING 0.00
9241792-96000 | MISCELLANEOUS 0.00
TOTAL EXPENSES: 680.25 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 680.25,
TOTAL AT MONTH END: 56.75|
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MEMORANDUM

TO: Roy Robson, Head, Division of Arts and Humanities, Penn State/Abington
FROM: Sharon Holt, lecturer in history and public history

DATE: February 8, 16

RE: Richard Wall House Museum and Public History at PSU/Abington

CC: Andrew August, Program Chair, History, Lydia Kokolskyj, Director of Development, Jack
Washington, Cheltenham Historical Commission, Bryan Havir, Cheltenham Township
Commission.

Background:

The Richard Wall House, built in 1682 by and for the family of Quaker immigrant
Richard Wall, now belongs to Cheltenham Township and is administered by a
volunteer Historical Commission. The house, when the township took over its
management in 1980, was the oldest continuously occupied stone house in
Pennsylvania. Wall’s willingness to host Meetings at his home between 1683 and
1702, when meetings for worship began at Abington Friends Meeting House, also
makes the Wall house the oldest Quaker Meeting House in Pennsylvania.

Volunteer management of Wall House collections, exhibits and interpretation
carried the House forward for many years, and with township investments
maintained and upgraded its structure as well. In recent years, unfortunately,
volunteers have been harder to find, the House has only been open one Sunday each
month, and both interpretation, programming, and collections care have languished.

In 2014, Dr. Sharon Ann Holt was hired at Penn State Abington to build the campus
a public history program. Colleagues and administrators felt that public history, as a
growing field, showed promise as an avenue of training for Abington students and
could especially broaden career options for history majors beyond law school and
teaching.

In 2015-2016, encouraged first by Division head Dr. Tom Smith and then by his
successor, Dr. Roy Robson, the history department began exploring the possibility of
supporting the Wall House in return for mobilizing it as a demonstration museum
for Abington public history students.

The Demonstration Project:

The public history program made an initial investment in internship placements at
the many museums in the general area around Philadelphia, but this has not
produced the results we hoped for. Many museums are too remote for our students
to manage in their busy schedules. The students have not been as reliable or
prepared as the program wished for, and the placements themselves have shifted
and changed in ways that have weakened the experience for the students.
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The advantages of having a demonstration museum, where students could work at
Museum tasks under direct faculty supervision, therefore suggests itself as a better
Way to train promising young public historians at Abington.

The Wall House has needs in all major mission areas (curatorial, research,
collections management, programming, and interpretation), as well as the revenue
areas of earned and gift income. There are also challenges of administration,
physical plant, and developing outreach to the community, both face-to-face and
virtual. Finally, the program seeks to cherish the good will of the volunteers
currently invested in the Wall House. Their commitment can be supported even
while introducing initiatives that can help the site serve its community more
effectively. We think the program can also move the site toward sustainability at
reasonable cost. In short, as a demonstration site, the Wall House offers all the
necessary challenges of any contemporary small museum.

Next steps:

Dr. Holt shared with students in HIST 197, Introduction to Public History the
current interpretive guide to the House. Mr. Jack Washington, a long-time volunteer
and Historical Commission chair prepared the guide. Mr. Washington offered Dr.
Holt a tour of the House, and the two discussed the possibility of the Spring 2016
HIST 197 class developing some programming for spring and summer 2016 at the
House. On Feb 3, the HIST 197 class also visited the House to have a tour with Mr.
Washington, and then continue the discussion of program ideas.

Currently, program ideas include

1) HIST 197 students have committed to doing a public reading of the 1688
petition at the House, subject to Mr. Washington'’s approval, on Sat, April 16,
roughly the anniversary of the original reading. The 1688 letter against
slavery, written by Quakers in Germantown and read aloud from the porch of
the Wall House in April of that year, is a very interesting document, arguing
against slavery on strict human rights and “golden rule” grounds. We are
contemplating creating a modest program at the House after the reading to
discuss the importance of slavery to the northern economy. This is
particularly relevant to the Wall House, because of the involvement of Wall
House families Shoemaker and Bosler with corn and flour milling on the site.
Flour from Pennsylvania and New York helped to feed enslaved plantation
workers in the South and the Caribbean, so plantation owners could
maximize their acreage in staple crops.

2) Mr. Washington was particularly keen on our interest in researching
women’s work in the 17t and 18th centuries, to put the experiences of Joane
Wall, her daughter Sarah Wall Shoemaker, the widow Sarah Shoemaker, and
her granddaughter Dorothy Shoemaker, who managed the flour mill herself
in her time. At present, there is little historical knowledge of the Bosler
family, but the class will investigate that through research, possibly at Old
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York Road Historical Society. The house also held three female indentured
servants, so we will look into their stories as well. Qur thought is that this
semester’s class can undertake the research and rough out an exhibit
narrative, leaving to the Advanced Class in Fall 2016 the work of finishing
and mounting the exhibit. Mr. Washington identified about 1000 sq. ft. of
space in two rooms of the house that could be used for such an exhibit. We
think the exhibit might require about $2500 to complete, so we’ll be looking
for sources of that support between now and next fall.

Other, slightly more remote possibilities:

3)

4)

5)

The house has a large collection of antique tools, though few of them relate to
milling and almost none of them actually belong with the family stories of the
House. It is possible that another HIST 197 class may spend some time
unearthing lost catalogue entries for the House’s textiles that were done in
PastPerfect some years ago, and if these are found, then adding the tool
collection to that data set.

We are beginning reach out to Cheltenham High School, both to revive a high
school honor student docent core and to explore how programming at the
House might stimulate interest and achievement in middling and poorly
performing students.

Cheltenham township runs a summer program for youth in the park that
surrounds the Wall House. Next fall's Advanced Public History practice class
could take as its class practicum the development of a history curriculum
that volunteers or high school docents could offer to enrich the 2017 summer
camp and connect the campers to the Wall House site.

Future plans

This is the first round of ideas, but there are many more possibilities that will occur
both to the House volunteers and to the Abington students as the collaboration
develops. We hope to initiate some collaborative thinking about where the team
might most usefully spend an annual income of $50,000, and then get busy trying to
raise that sum from grants, earned income, and/or individual gifts.
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MEETING ATTENDANCE LIST

Historical Commission Regular Meeting @ 6:30 P.M.

Thursday, February 11, 2016

Curtis Hall
1250 W. Church Road, Wyncote, PA 19095

(Please Print Clearly)

Print Name Mailing Address Telephone E-mail Address
(only if different) Number (only if (only if different
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