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The regular meeting of the Environmental Advisory Council (EAC) was held tonight.  Members 

present were Kurt Ahrens, Yuri Berg, Michael Freeman, Tom McHugh and Lorna Rosenberg.  

Ex-officio member present was Earl Stamm. Guests present were Dennis Stefanski, SEPTA 

Special Projects Manager; Andrew Birmingham, JMT Engineer; Commissioner Ann L. 

Rappoport; and Parks Superintendent Robert Dominick. Township liaison present was Nancy K. 

Gibson, Public Information Officer.  See attached attendance sheet. 

1. Call to Order: Mr. Ahrens called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m.  

2.  Acceptance of Meeting Minutes: Mr. Berg made a motion to accept the minutes of the 

December 21, 2015 meeting; seconded by Mr. McHugh.  The motion was unanimously 

approved.  

3.  SEPTA Emergency Gabion Wall Repair Presentation:  Mr. Stefanski and Mr. 

Birmingham reviewed plans to repair 400 linear feet of gabion wall along the Tookany Creek to 

protect the track near the Jenkintown Train Station, a project they hope to complete before any 

major spring rains. The new wall will be more attractive and more durable than the old one but 

remain about the same size. Members asked questions about the impact on the stream, flooding 

issues and possible scouring of the banks.  To access the worksite, which is located between the 

Wyncote Post Office and the Washington Lane Bridge, SEPTA needs to create a ramp on the 

park side of the stream. This access will require removing about seven trees and other vegetation.  

After the project is complete, SEPTA will re-grade and re-vegetate the site. Members requested 

all replacement trees be native species and recommended SEPTA contact Nancy Minich.  Mr. 

Stefanski said Ms. Minich has already agreed to provide a list of appropriate species. SEPTA 

may also try to save young trees that were planted in the riparian buffer. Ms. Rappoport noted 

the worksite is in the vicinity of the area PECO must remediate due to underground pollution. 


































