December 10, 2015 7:30 p.m.
Wall House

The regular meeting of the Cheltenham Township Historical Commission was held tonight.
Members present were: Barbara Bartlett, Ray Burg, Louise Cohen, Tim Esposito, James
McCann, Jack Washington, Mary Washington, and Dr. Wieckowski. Guest present was: Karen
Uhlrich. Staff present was: Brian Hinson, Director of Parks and Recreation. (See attached
attendance list).

1. Call to Order — Mr. Washington called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.

2. Acceptance of Minutes — Mr. Washington asked for a motion to accept the November 12,
2015 meeting minutes. Mrs. Cohen made a motion to accept the minutes for November 12, 2015;
seconded by Mr. Burg and unanimously approved.

3. Review of Financial Report — Mr. Esposito reviewed the financial reports. (See attached
reports). The Historical Commission report showed income for $3.00 for the month of

December for books that were sold and the phone bill was $90.00.

4. Committee Reports

A. Education Committee — Mrs. Cohen reported that Ms. Lisa Marlow, a 6" grade
teacher at Elkins Park Middle School, is interested in presenting a program on the
Underground Railroad and Lucretia Mott at the Wall House for Black History Month in
February. Mrs. Cohen offered Ms. Marlow the use of grant money from the Lyceum to
cover the children’s costumes. Mr. Washington said this would be a good opportunity to
reach new people (parents).

B. Preservation Committee Report — No Report.

C. Museum Committee — Mrs. Cohen stated that the Wall House Museum looks
wonderful with the displays of holiday decorations done by the Old York Road Garden
Club.

D. Special Events — Mr. Hinson said there were two successful events that went very
well this year for the Commission and asked that everyone start thinking of new ideas for
special events for next year. Mr. Washington is requesting a minimum of at least four
ideas for special events for next year. He said there could be two tours by Dr.
Wieckowski, another Holiday Open House and at least two other new ideas.

5. Chairman’s Report — Mr. Washington said the first Holiday Open House held on
Sunday, December 6™ had more than 60 people in attendance. He said there were many
positive comments. He placed the donation box near the sign in book, which he felt was
a good location. Mr. Washington stated he would not be available to work with the tour
this Sunday, but asked that the appropriate signs, cones and decorated pots be placed at
the entrance and outside. He mentioned again that the first and second floors only are
available for the Holiday Tour.

Mr. Washington thanked Mr. Brown for a speedy repair on the door knob at the Wall
House and was pleased at how he helped to maintain its original look while doing the repair.
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Mr. Washington said with the help of Mrs. Washington and Dr. Wieckowski, a list of
community street names were submitted through Mr. Hinson’s office for the Ashbourne Road
development. Mrs. Washington is asking for a copy of the names on the re-submitted lists from
Mr. Hinson or Dr. Wieckowski. Mr. Washington asked Mr. Hinson on the status. Mr. Hinson
said the list of street names was provided to Planning and Zoning Department and the Township
Manager and sent to the developer. Mr. Hinson will obtain the last revision of the list for Mr.
Washington.

Mr. Washington said he had a meeting with Mr. Hinson regarding who has keys and
codes to the Wall House. Mr. Washington would like Mr. Esposito to have a pass code. Mr.
Hinson said the list will be finalized through the alarm company. If anyone was removed from
the list, they will be notified.

Mr. Washington said there are members up for re-appointments. He asked Mrs. Cohen,
Mrs. Washington, Dr. Wieckowski, Mr. Burg and Mr. Esposito if they will continue working
with the Committee. Ms. Werkman will be notified regarding her re-appointment. All other
members up for re-appointment and not present will also be notified in writing. Dr. Wieckowski
asked if a statement can be added to the letter that those who wish to continue on the Committee
actively participate. Mr. Hinson said this wording can be added to the letter.

6. Staff Report — No Report.

7. Old Business — Mr. McCann mentioned that he took pictures of the Glenside Lumber
Company from the outside before it was demolished in October. Dr. Wieckowski was able to get
pictures of the inside before the demolition took place.

Mr. Esposito asked if Ms. Hirsch will be considered as an honorary member on the
Committee since a motion was made few months ago by the Committee to do so. Mr.
Washington said he will send a letter of request to the Township Manager regarding her
honorary membership and thanked Mr. Esposito for bringing this matter to his attention again.

8. New Business — Mr. Washington presented the annual letter of solicitation for the Preservation
Pennsylvania and wanted to know if the Committee was interested. Dr. Wieckowski did not feel
the Commission was in the position to make a donation at this time. Mr. Washington agreed.

Dr. Wieckowski said St. Paul’s Church presented a great two day program last weekend
in celebration of the 150™ anniversary of the passage of the 13" Amendment. He stated it was a
huge success and a large, standing room only crowd. Dr. Wieckowski was one of the speakers
for this event. He said it shows there is an interest in the Township for these historical programs.
Mr. Washington agreed that it would be great to have more community programs and activities
such as this one. Dr. Wieckowski mentioned that the Underground Railroad exhibit at St. Paul’s
Church is a permanent set up if the Commission or others would like to use it for future
programs. Mr. Washington stated that there are also traveling exhibits available that can be used.
Mr. Washington stated he would like to see more focus on families that were living in the
Township, their productivity and industry that was developed to help the Township grow and its
relationship to the Township history.
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He mentioned the high school has been sending him students with challenging questions
regarding the significance of the Wall House and its” connection of study, economic program
and development in the Township’s history. He said the students also wanted to know where the
Underground Railroad was on the property at the Wall House. Mr. Washington said there has
not been any concrete proof of anything at the Wall House. Mrs. Cohen said there was a letter.
Mr. Washington said the letter from England had no validity. Mrs. Cohen suggested having one
room to represent the Township history. Dr. Wieckowski suggested an exhibit of the
Wanamaker estate for a new exhibit. Mr. Washington suggested that the Committee do a
museum assessment to update the exhibits.

9. Moment in History — Mrs. Washington gave a report. (See attached).
10. Announcements — None
11. Good and Welfare — None

12. Adjournment - There being no further business, Dr. Wieckowski made a motion to adjourn
the meeting at 8:30 p.m.; seconded by Mr. Burg and unanimously approved.

Bryan T. Havir
Township Manager

Submitted by: Linda J. Vann
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MEETING ATTENDANCE LIST
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Historical Commission Regular Meeting @ 7:30 P.M.

(Please Print Clearly)

Print Name

\
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Thursday, December 10, 2015

Carriage House

One Wall Park Drive, Elkins Park, PA 19027

Mailing Address Telephone

E-mail Address
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