October 21,2013 7:30 p.m.
Township Administration Building

The regular meeting of the Environmental Advisory Council (EAC) was held tonight. Members
present were Dottie Baumgarten, Barbara Duffy, Jonathan Essoka, David McVeigh-Schultz and
Loma Rosenberg. Ex-officio members present were Kurt Ahrens, Chris Edelstein, Robin Eisman,
Bonnie Hay and Beth Yount. Public present were Donna Powell, Angel Hall and Ann Rappoport.
Township Liaison present was Nancy K. Gibson, Public Information Officer. (See attached

attendance sheet.)

1. Call to Order — Ms. Rosenberg called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.

2. Acceptance of Meeting Minutes — Ms. Baumgaraten made a motion to accept the September 16,
2013 meeting minutes; seconded by Ms. Duffy. The motion was unanimously approved.

3. Committee Reports:

A. Communications Committee — Ms. Baumgarten was present and stated that Mr, Carey had
sent an email to the EAC committee members regarding his role as Communications Chairman. Due
to additional workload and other commitments, Mr. Carey indicated that his EAC responsibilities
would have to be reduced. Mr. Schultz agreed to assist the Communications Committee.

Ms. Baumgarten also reported that Mr. Carey recommended that the Google Apps program
be disabled at this time since it has not functioned as expected. Last month, the committee agreed to
reduce the number of Google Apps users and thus reduce fees. Upon further discussion, Ms.
Rosenberg made a motion to disable the Google Apps program; seconded by Mr. Schultz and
unanimously accepted. Ms. Rosenberg will contact Mr. Carey.

Ms. Rosenberg noted that Mr. Carey has done an outstanding job of producing the EAC
Newsletter and she would like him to continue with it. Ms. Baumgarten reminded members to
submit information that they want in the newsletter in a timely manner to Mr. Carey. Material
should be formatted for easy cut and paste by Mr. Carey. It was suggested that any newsletter

submissions should be included in monthly committee reports.
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Discussion then focused on the Sustainable Cheltenham website. Ms. Rosenberg asked
members to supply a list of resources based upon the ten sustainability goals. Along with the
resource name and website link, Ms. Gibson would like a brief description of what it offers.
Following discussion, members were assigned goals and will present the associated resources at the
next meeting. Ms. Gibson noted that the current draft of the website lists individual member’s
emails, which varies from the Township’s normal practice for citizen committees. After discussion,
it was agreed that Ms. Gibson would establish a generic EAC email address that would be forwarded
to the EAC’s current chairperson. Finally, Ms. Gibson requested brief committee descriptions for the
website,

B. Water and Ecology Committee — Ms. Duffy was present and gave a verbal report. Ms.
Duffy noted that a planting project is planned at Parkview Park on Saturday, October 26, 2013 from
9:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m. Mr. Schultz will take photographs. Mr. Essoka reported that the Old York
Community Organization, an America in Bloom Subcommittee is meeting on October 23, 2013 at
Keneseth Israel at 6:00 p.m. He stated that the focus is currently on the Elkins Park Train Station.

The Tookany/Tacony-Frankford Watershed Partnership is hosting a Circuit Campaign
Meeting on October 29, 2013 at 6:00 p.m. at Glenside Hall. The goal is fo replenish the Delaware
Valley Regional Planning Commission's Regional Trail Fund, a competitive grant program
established by the William Penn Foundation. The fund has distributed nearly $10 million in our
nine-county region, to plan, design and build nearly 40 miles of trail.

Mr. Schultz reported that the Parry Bird Sanctuary was cleared of invasives. Mr. Schultz
stated he has been working with the Parks Maintenance Supervisor on invasive species control. The

focus is to use little herbicide and a lot of chopping and hand pulling of invasives.
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C. Energy and Emissions Committee — Mr. McHugh was not present to provide a report. Ms.
Rosenberg inquired about the Fossil Fuel Divestment Resolution. Ms. Gibson stated that the matter
was referred to the Pension Board for review at their next meeting.

D. School Board Liaison Committee — Ms. Rosenberg reviewed her report (see attached).
Ms. Rosenberg met with Dr. Natalie Thomas, the new School District Superintendent, on October
14, 2013 to discuss an approach toward green practices. The Superintendent has already created an
Environmental Health and Safety Committee, which includes community members and health
professionals. Dr. Thomas noted that her priority is moving forward with a Strategic Planning
Process that would help create a school brand — what we are, who we want to be — with input from
the community and School District. Ms. Rosenberg mentioned that funding from the state requires a
planning process for all schools and that it has been 7-8 years since the last one was done. Ms.
Rosenberg added that Dr. Thomas noted the regular meetings of the Township-School District
Liaison Committee and suggested the EAC could be advisory to that committee in order to help
promote sustainability in the School District. Ms. Rosenberg will contact the Township Manager to
discuss the matter further.

4. Old Business:

A. Sustainable Cheltenham Festival and Sustainable Cheltenham Awards Program - Ms.
Rosenberg said the Sustainable Cheltenham Festival will officially be part of Arts in the Park (AIP)
in June 2014. The exact name of the event will be determined later. Ms. Rosenberg reported that a
few members met on October 21, 2013 to discuss the award program and have established some
criteria: 1) awards will align with the ten sustainability goals; 2) categories will include individual,
institutional, business and community groups; 3) winners must benefit Cheltenham; and 4)
nominations must include measurements, if applicable. Sustainable Cheltenham Award

presentations and student sustainability displays will be featured at AIP. The AIP Committee has
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asked the EAC to provide a sponsor for the joint event. Mr. Essoka noted that the Economic
Development Task Force is currently working on a fundraising letter for various Township events
and thought that the Sustainable Cheltenham Festival of the AIP might be included. Discussion
continued and some health organizations in the community were suggested as possible sponsors.

B. Discussion of Municipal Action Plan (MAP) Implementation — Ms. Rosenberg inquired
about the status of the implementation of the MAP goals. Ms. Gibson said that Mr. Havir stated that
the capital budget will be presented to the Commissioners on November 12, 2013 and would be
available to the EAC after that time. Ms. Rosenberg will meet with Ms. Gibson to work on drafting
a green purchasing policy for the Township. Note: The Township’s new printers are Energy Star
rated.

C. Open House Tour of Energy Efficiency Installations — Mr. Ahrens reported that Mr. Kahn
has indicated that Saturday, November 23 or Sunday, November 24 would be acceptable to schedule
an Open House. Mr. Ahrens will follow up on the time. Ms. Gibson will publicize the event.

Ms. Rosenberg noted that Abington EAC invited Cheltenham to partner with an Energy
Saving Expo on November 18 at 7:00 p.m. at the Abington Township Building. Ms. Rosenberg will
ask someone from the EAC to attend.

5. New Business:

A. Ms. Gibson announced that the Township received a $400,000 grant from Delaware
Valley Regional Planning Commission for the design, development and implementation of a
three-quarter mile connecting walking trail between New Second Street and Harrison Avenue.

B. Ms. Gibson announced that the Township Manager would like EAC recommendations
for a project funded by PECO Green Region Open Space Program. Green Region grants are
available to municipalities in amounts up to $10,000. The grants can be used with other funding

sources to cover a wide variety of planning and direct expenses associated with developing and
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implementing open space programs, including consulting fees, surveys, environmental
assessments, habitat improvement, and capital improvements for passive recreation. Mr. Ahrens
suggested improving public assess to the Parry Bird Sanctuary. Ms. Powell suggested
improvements to the conserved land near the site of the proposed Wawa. Ms. Rappoport
suggested improving pedestrian and bike access to Curtis Arboretum, and Ms Duffy commented
that the Curtis Arboretum Master Plan under development may address that issue. For more
grant information, Ms. Gibson referred members to the website natlands.org/greenregion.

6. Announcements:

e Riparian Planting at Parkview Park is scheduled for Saturday, October 26, 2013 from
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

e Tookany/Tacony-Frankford Watershed Partnership will be hosting a Circuit Meeting at
Glenside Hall at 6:00 p.m. on October 29, 2013.

e Grove Park Planting is scheduled for November 2, 2013 from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. Rain
date: Sunday, November 3, 2013.

7. Other Business:

A. Ms. Rosenberg acknowledged Ms. Hall and Ms. Powell, residents of Wyngate who
were in attendance to inquire about any EAC input about the proposed construction of a Super
Wawa at Limekiln Pike and Ogontz Avenue. Ms. Powell noted that the Zoning Hearing Board
would continue review of the application for zoning relief on October 29, 2013. Ms. Powell
does not support the Super Wawa development and is striving to find an alternative business that
would be more suitable option for the property. Ms. Hall also opposes the Wawa but wondered if
EAC input could help make the proposal “less bad.” Discussion ensued regarding whether the
EAC would like to comment on the environmental impact of the proposed project. Mr. Ahrens
noted that Sustainable Cheltenham goals, in principal, should be taken into consideration on all
development projects. Ms. Rosenberg asked the members to check their schedules to see if they

could meet before October 29, 2013 to review the project.
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8. Adjournment — Ms. Baumgarten made a motion to adjourn the meeting; seconded by Ms. Duffy.

The motion was unanimously approved. The meeting was adjourned at 9:30 P.M.

(A dbon

Bryan T. Havir
Township Manager

Submitted by:
Kathryn McDevitt
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CHELTENHAM TOWNSHIP ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COUNCIL-
September 2013

Committee: Schools Committee

Liaison to the Council: Lorna Rosenberg
Date of last meeting: August 12

Date of next meeting: November

Questions for the board/larger group:

« Changing the focus of the committee to serve as more of an advisory
team to the township when they meet every 6 weeks as a liaison team.

« Discussion of how to engage schools in Sustainable Cheltenham @ Arts
in the Park

Action Items Completed:

. Myers/ Cedarbrook held Green Apple Day of Service Projects end of
Sept

. October 14 Myers launched a walking school bus

. October 14 Lorna Rosenberg meeting with Dr. Thomas, new

superintendent see action list from that meeting
Action Items In-progress/Pending:

. CHS benchmarking on ENERGY STAR with Nissim Lebovitz and student
group, postponed due to government shutdown and close of website.

. Kick off of the Environmental Safety and Health team attended by Lorna
Rosenberg

. Continuing outreach to Cheltenham School with Ms. Kim to use the
building as a teaching tool.

. Discussion of how to engage schools in Sustainable Cheltenham @ Arts
in the Park



