February 14, 2013 7:30 p.m.
Curtis Hall

The regular meeting of the Cheltenham Township Historical Commission was held tonight, Members
present were: Barbara Bartlett, Cynthia Breen, Louise Cohen, Herschel Elias, David Harrower, Lois
Hirsch, James McCann, Ray Burg, Jack Washington, Mary Washington and Joyce Werkman, Tom
Wieckowski. Staff present was: John Hoover, Director of Parks and Recreation. (See attached
attendance list).

1. Call to Order — Chairman Harrower called the meeting to order at 6:35 P.M.

2. Reorganization and Election of Officers - Mr. Harrower asked for the Nominating Committee (Jim
McCann, Barbara Bartlett) to report on a slate of candidates for the Election of Officers for 2013. Mr.
McCann reported, on behalf of the Nominating Committee that although they worked hard to come up
with a slate of candidates, no one was willing to serve as Chairman. Mr. Harrower opened the floor for
other nominations for Chairman; Mr. Wieckowski nominated Cynthia Breen who declined. Ms.
Werkman nominated Mr. McCann who declined. Nominations were closed for Chairman.

On behalf of the Nominating Committee Mr. McCann nominated Mr., Washington who
expressed interest in serving as Vice Chairman. Mr. Harrower opened the floor for additional
nominations for Vice Chairman. No other nominations were received. Upon motion of Ms. Cohen;
seconded by Mr., Harrower, the nominations were closed. Jack Washington was unanimously elected
as Vice Chairman, Mr. Harrower congratulated him.

Mr, McCann said Mr. Wieckowski offered to serve as Financial Secretary and nominated him.
Mr, Harrower opened the floor for nominations for Financial Secretary. Upon motion of David
Harrower; seconded by Ms. Hirsch, there being no other nominations, the nominations were closed.
Mr. Wieckowski was unanimously elected as Financial Secretary.

It was decided to hold over the Nominating Committee until next month. Mr. Harrower

thanked the norhinating committee for their time. Mr. Harrower continued chairing the meeting.



February 14, 2013 7:30 p.m.
Curtis Hall

3. Acceptance of Minutes — Mr. Harrower asked for a motion to accept the January 10, 2013 meeting
minutes. Ms. Werkman asked for a correction under New Business on page four, first sentence to
replace centennial with sesquicentennial and replace celebrated with commemorated. Mr. Harrower
made a motion to accept the minutes as corrected; seconded by Mr. McCann and unanimously
approved.

4, Committee Reports

A. Education Committee - Ms. Cohen had no report.  Mr. Harrower asked for volunteers to sign
up on the docent schedule.

B. Preservation Committee Report — Mr. Harrower reported that the change in language (“‘cligible

and/or listed”) to Historic Resource Overlay District Ordinance was presented to the Planning
Commission. Hopefully this language will be eventually approved by the Board of Commissioners.

e Mr. Harrower noted that the historic Kerlin Farm building was demolished Monday
evening, Mr. Harrower thought it was still in the appeal process. There was a discussion of
forming a citizens group similar to Concerned Citizens for Ashbourne (CC4A) and having
representation for specific concerns. Mr. Harrower will contact Preservation Pennsylvania
and the Pennsylvania Historical Museum Commission (PHMC) for advice. Mr. McCann
passed around photographs.

¢ Mr. Harrower informed the Historical Commission members that the owners of 1509
Ashbourne Road had previously asked for zoning relief and had mothballed the historic
mansion on the site for future use. The owners have now come back to the Township and
asked to tear down the mansion. Mr. Harrower indicated that the Planning Commission is
not receptive. Mr. Harrower would like to get the word out and hopefully the Board of
Commissioners would not recommend approval of this request. Mrs. Washington made a
motion to notify the Township that the historic mansion be preserved and rehabilitated;
seconded by Mr. McCann and unanimously approved. |

e Mr. McCann inquired about the status of 409 Ashbourne Road which formerly housed the
Scout Troop #33. Mr. Hoover, Staff Liaison, noted that the building has been recently
scheduled for demolition due to extensive water damage. Discussion continued about
whether this property is on the Cultural Resources Survey. Mary Washington volunteered
to do research. Mr. McCann will take exterior photos. Mr. Harrower made a motion to ask
the Board of Commissioners consider making repairs and seeking a new occupant;
seconded by Ms. Breen and unanimously approved.
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e Mr. Harrower also noted that the Wyncote Elementary School Building is scheduled to be
demolished and replaced. Discussion ensued about the original Wyncote Elementary
School Building located on Greenwood Avenue and the current Wyncote Elementary
School located at 333 Rices Mill Road built in the circa 1949-1953. It was suggested that if
the discussion was about the 333 Rices Mill Road location that it might be hard to step in at
this point when the Historical Commission did not object to the other schools being
demolished. Members asked if there were any architectural details worth documenting
and/or saving.

e Mr. Harrower noted that Mr. Banks had several historic documents relating to Kerlin Farm
such as receipts from Bosler Mill, T. Rowland Mill and Camptown which will be donated
to the Richard Wall House Museum.

e Mr. McCann shared an article “Preserving the Past” from the Times Herald in Norristown
on preservation and storage of photographs and documents. (See attached)

¢ Mr. McCann presented original copy of Cheltenham Tookany Troop #2 Boy Scout’s
Charter (9-24-13) to the Richard Wall House Museum.

C. Museum Committee Report — Ms. Breen reported on Mrs, Spruill’s behalf that a new exhibit at

the Wall House is being planned and will be called “Children through the Years.” Also, the Myers
Elementary School students will ViSi;[ the Museum in May.

5. Chairman’s Report — No report

6. Staff Report — Mr. Hoover wished to make the members aware of the Keystone Recreation, Park &
Conservation Fund Award Nominations. He referred to historic preservation projects completed in the
Township such as Curtis Hall, Glenside Hél], Shovel Shop and Cheltenham Art Center as being
eligible. He noted that while these were very important projects for the Township, they may not be
highly ranked on a state-wide level.

7. New Business — Mr. Hoover asked if the Commission members would like to renew the
subscription to the National Alliance 6f Preservation Commissions (NAPC) in the amount of $35.00.
Mr. Jack Washington made a motion to renew the NAPC subscription; seconded by Mr. Burg and

unanimously approved,
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8. Announcements: Mr. Washington reminded Commission members about the procedures for
closing the Wall House because often he is called to reset the alarm. Members noted difficulty seeing
the keypad. Mr. Harrower recommended that the alarm keypad should be illuminated with back
lighting.
9. Momentin Time — Mrs. Mary Washington presented the following information found in the Times
Chronicle, on February 17, 1912... Toby Leech’s name was early given to a small stream which enters
Tacony Creek near his home. (See Attached.)
10. Adjournment - There being no further business, upon motion of Mr. Harrower and seconded by Mr.
Burg and approved by the Historical Commission, the meeting adjourned at 7:20 P.M.

At 7:30 P.M. the monthly business meeting was followed by a special lecture for Black History
Month entitled, “Octavius V. Catto, American Hero and Civil Rights Crusader,” co-sponsored by the
Historical Commission and the Jenkinstown Lyceum. The guest speaker was Anthony Waskie, Ph.D.

The lecture was attended by apprbximately 45-50 persons.

(b

Bryan T. Havir
Township Manager

Submitted by: Kathryn McDevitt
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