November 8, 2012 7:30 p.m.
Carriage House

The regular meeting of the Cheltenham Township Historical Commission was held tonight.
Members present were: Barbara Bartlett, Cynthia Breen, Louise Cohen, David Harrower, Lois
Hirsch, Dorothy Spruill, and Mary Washington. Guest present: Ray Burg. Staff present was:
John Hoover, Director of Parks and Recreation (See attached attendance list).

1. Call to Order — Chairman Harrower called the meeting to order at 7:35 P.M.

2. Acceptance of Minutes — Chairman Harrower asked for a motion to accept the October 11,
2012 meeting minutes. Ms. Cohen noted that the number of students referenced in the minutes
as three was not correct. Mr. Harrower added that there were six student docents volunteering at
the Richard Wall House. Under Other Business: Mr, Harrower noted that Mr. John Washington,
Jr. donated a number of scout badges on behalf of Peter Whitely from his Melrose Troop.
Included was a picture and address of the donor, who was the son of the principal at Lynnewood
Elementary School. Mrs. Washington made a Iﬁotion to accept the minutes as corrected;
seconded by Ms. Cohen and unanimously approved.

3. Committee Reports

A. Education Committee — Ms. Cohen reported that she had made arrangements with Dr.

Anthony Waskie, of Temple University Civil War and Emancipation Studies, to speak on
Octavious V. Catto — American Hero and Civil Rights Crusader for Black History Month in
February, 2013. (See attached). Ms. Cohen noted that a speaker has been selected for National
Preservation Month in May. Ms. Cohen inquired about grant funding for the two lectures
scheduled for 2013.

Ms. Cohen reported flyers were sent out the via e-mail list for the October 28, 2012
Exhibit Reception. Mr. Harrower inquired if the Board of Commissioners and Historical
Commission members were included on the e-mail V'distribution list. It was recommended that
they be included if not already on th¢ e-mail list.
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Ms. Cohen also noted that volunteers are needed for the docent schedule, especially in
December and she distributed a sign-up sheet.

B. Preservation Committee Report — Mr. Harrower reported that the Kerlin Farm appeal was

continued again. Mr. Harrower plans to speak at the next Zoning Hearing Board meeting on
Kerlin Farm later this month. Currently, the developer would like to have relief from preserving
the house.

Mr. Harrower announced that a Community Meeting is scheduled for November 12, 2012
at Glenside Hall for the concerned citizens of the Save Laverock Hill Group. The developer has
revised his conceptual design. Neither Township representatives nor developer will be
represented.

C. Museum Committee Report — Ms. Breen noted that Mr. DeMaria delivered approximately

six lavender sachets to be used for sale in the Gift Shop. Mr. Harrower thanked Mrs. Spruill,
Ms. Cohen and Ms. Werkman for their assistance and support in coordinating the October 28,
2012 Exhibit Reception, Mr. Harrower noted thatlattendance was poor. However, it was also
the date when an emergency advisory was declared by Township Emergency Management
personnel for Hurricane Sandy and motorists were advised to stay off the roads.

4. Chairman’s Report —

A. Safety and Housekeeping — Mrs. Spruill stated that extra housckeeping is needed in the
Richard Wall House restrooms and the staircase leading down to the basement in addition to
regular cleaning schedule items. Mr. Harrower offered to be available to review the cleaning
schedule scope of work. It was also noted that the réﬁ'i gerator needed to be defrosted and Mr.
Harrower stated he would follow up on this matter. Additionally, Mrs. Spruill noted that the

third floor restroom has not been working for sometime. Mr. Harrower made a motion to have
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the Township investigate pricing to have the toilet on third floor replaced; seconded by Ms.
Breen and unanimously approved.
‘Mr. Harrower noted that there is peeling paint on the porch entrance to the House and he would
like to obtain an estimate for painting this area.

Chairman Harrower reminded members that pathways leading to fire exits should be open
and unlocked when visitors are in the building,

B. Herb Garden — Mr. Harrower inquired about the status of the herb garden. Mrs. Spruill
had not been in touch with Brad Béker of Baker Creative Design regarding an arrangement to
manage and harvest the herb garden. Mr. Harrower asked for Mr. Baker’s contact information
for follow-up.

C. Budget — Chairman Harrower stated he will submit expenses for Market Day for
reimbursement.

D. Upcoming Events — Fort Mifflin’s Seige Weekend will be celebrated on November 10 &
11,2012 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. and World War II, The Battle for St. Vith will be held
December 1, 2012 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 pm

Chairman Harrower visited the 31% Annual 1777 Whitemarsh Encampment Re-Enactment
at Historic Hope Lodge on November 3 & 4, 2012 with his family. It was an exciting event.
5. Staff Report —

A. Mr. Hoover noted that several members’ terms would be expiring in January, 2013 and
asked the members in attendance who planned to continue their membership terms at that time.
The following members have responded in the affirmative:

James McCann
John Washington Sr.
Stephen Banks

Dorothy Spruill
John Washington, Jr.
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David Harrower
Cynthia Breen
Barbara Bartlett

B. Mr. Hoover inquired about the policies and procedures regarding acquisitions and
donations. Specifically, are forms filled out (acquisition forms) when an item is donated or
acquired, and who is responsible for this task. Mrs. Spruill responded that Mr. Havir has the
information on the pQIicies and procedures. Mrs. Spruill clarified that she writes an ac-
knowledgment letter which is kept on file at Museﬁm and will send copy to John Hoover.

C. Curtis Arboreturn Conservation and Landscape Management Plan Update — Mr. Hoover
announced that the Township intends to apply for a $10,000 matching grant from Natural Lands
Trust under the PECO Green Region Open Space Program. The Township is asking for the
Historical Commission’s support for filing the grant application. Mr. Hoover provided a brief
description of the scope of work for the planning project. Chairman Harrower made a motion to

support the Township in seeking grant funding for the Curtis Arboretum Conservation and

Landscape Management Plan; seconded by Ms. Breen and unanimously approved.

6. Old Business —

A. Historic Resource Overlay District Ordinance - Mr. Harrower explained the intent of the
draft ordinance was to expand the previous ordinance to address Cultural Resource Survey
(CRS) properties as well as local landmarks to regulate demolition of local landmarks. A
Community Meeting was held for property owners of homes in historic districts or local
landmarks. Terminology in the draft ordinance was confusing to property owners regarding
historic districts versus local Iandmarks. He believes the ordinance will be broken into two
ordinances. Mrs. Washington who attended the meeting noted that those who bought homes

after the CRS were conducted had a few questions. Mrs, Washington also noted that properties
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adjacent to local landmarks need to follow Township Ordinance and Zoning Codes regarding
renovations so they do not damage adjoining properties. Chairman Harrower noted that one
certified letter was received by the Township to remove a property from the CRS.

7. New Business —

A. Mr. Harrower noted the Preserve America Program’s Tenth Anniversary, Journey
Through Hallowed Ground Partnership’s 2013 Annual Conference, “More Bang for the Buck:
Tools for Sustainable Growth and Heritage Tourism Call for Session Proposals” will be held
May 21-22, 2013 at the Majestic Theater in Gettysburg. Mr. Hoover stated information on the
above event was e-mailed to the members. He asked if anyone would like to speak on Historical
Commission events in Cheltenham. If so, they must submit a proposal by the end of the month
and have someone to represent the Historical Commissioﬁ at the event for a 75-minute session.
Mrs. Cohen felt that the information was about the research, education and planning efforts used
to attract visitors. Mrs. Washingtdn noted that she has relatives living in Waterford near
Gettysburg. Mr. Hoover asked to have feedback on this subject at the next meeting.

B. Mrs. Spruill would like to have the large grey folding table that matches the other
lightweight table returned to the Carriage House.

C. Mrs. Spruill asked about having a Holiday Party the evening of regular meeting of the
Historical Commission on December 13, 2012. Mr. Harrower made a motion to approve $50.00
for refreshments; seconded by Mrs. Washington and unanimously approved. Mr. Harrower
asked for some volunteers to help with the arrangements and also for members to bring a food
item.

8. Moments in History - Mrs. Washiﬁgton sharéd the following articles: Times Chronicle,
Saturday, November 7, 1896, Ed Bach, Ladies Journal, Louise Curtis married near Wyncote;

Times Chronicle, November 23, 1912, Volunteer firefighters from York Road Companies
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responded to a fire at a Cheltenham Mill located on the former Bosler Estate, located on Old
York Road at Ogontz. The loss was estimated at $10,000. (Sce attached.)
9. Adjournment - There being no further business, upon motion of Mrs. Washington, seconded

by Ms. Cohen and approved by the Historical Commission, the meeting adjourned at 8:45 P.M.

(Wip—

Bryan T. Havir
Acting Township Manager

Submitted by: Kathryn McDevitt
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Education Committee Report, November 8, 2012

The program for Black History Month has been arranged. Dr. Anthony Waskie, of Temple University
Civit War and Emancipation Studies will speak on Octavious V. Catto — American Hero and Civil Rights
Crusader. He will deliver a lecture with a power point presentation. Octavious V. Catto’s connection to
Cheltenham Township history is his involvement with recruiting for Camp William Penn.

My thanks to Joyce Werkman for putting me in touch with Dr. Waskie and to Tom Wieckowski for help
with the equipment needed.
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