May 10, 2012 7:00 p.m.
Curtis Hall

The regular meeting of the Cheltenham Township Historical Commission was held tonight.
Members present were: Stephen Banks, Barbara Bartlett, Cynthia Breen, Louise Cohen, David
Harrower, Lois Hirsch, James McCann, Dorothy Spruill, Mary Washington, Joyce Werkman and
Tom Wieckowski. Staff present was: Bryan T. Havir, Assistant Township Manager. (See
attached attendance list).
1. Call to Order — Chairman Harrower called the meeting to order at 7:05 P.M. and made a few
announcements,
2. Acceptance of Minutes — Mr. Harrower asked for a2 motion to accept the April 12, 2012
meeting minutes. Mrs. Washington made a motion to accept the minutes; seconded by Ms.
Bartlett and unanimously approved.
3. Committee Reports

A. Education Committee — Ms. Cohen extended her thanks to everyone involved in this

evening’s National Historic Preservation Month lecture, “All Aboard! Tracking Cheltenham
History on Trolleys and Trains”, and especially Mr. Harrower for being the guest lecturer and
preparing the slide presentation, and the Jenkinstown Lyceum for underwriting the cost. (See
attached).

Ms. Cohen also noted that volunteers are needed for the docent schedule and she
distributed a sign-up sheet.

B. Preservation Committee Report — Mr. Harrower noted that demolition permits were

issued last month by the Township’s Building and Zoning Department for all of the buildings on
the former Ashbourne Country Club site. He indicated that the developer may hold off on
demolition of the farmhouse. He stated that the Historical Commission was at least able to

advise the property owners on the history of the Ashbourne County Club site. Mr. Harrower and
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Mrs. Washington will continue to assembie historical documents pertaining to this property.
Mrs. Washington added that she has a three ring binder of the information she will provide to the
Historical Commission for their archives.

C. Museum Committee Report — Mrs. Spruill reported that the Quilt Exhibit reception was

successful and that the Quilt Exhibit will close on May 27, 2012. She also stated that she spoke
with the Public Information Officer about reasons why the exhibit received no publicity in local
newspapers. Mrs. Spruill has planned no large exhibits over the summer months, but she plans
to put some of the Museum’s collection on display during that time.

Mrs. Spruill described that she has found an answering machine with a phone and
intercom for approximately $60.00 which she would like to purchase for the Wall House.

The members agreed and supported the purchase of the answering machine.

Mrs. Spruill announced two educational tours: May 15, 2012 for McKinley Elementary
School (100) and Myers Elementary School on May 17, 2012,

4. Chairman’s Report —

Mr. Harrower thanked Mr. Wieckowski and Mré. Spruill for their assistance in clean up
efforts on the grounds of the Richard Wall House on Saturday, April 21, 2012 from 10:00 a.m. to
2:00 p.m. for Earth Day Work Projects. Mr. De Maria also volunteered and planted lavender in
the gardens.

Mr. Harrower announced an upcoming Northern Pennsylvania Railroad presentation at
Whitpain in June or July by Mr. Davis from the Reading Railroad Heritage Museum.

Mr. Harrower also noted that Mr. Davis has offered to lend the Museum videotapes of several

lectures/presentations.
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5. Staff Report —

A. Mr. Havir provided an update on the water infiltration remediation project on the third
floor at the Richard Wall Museumn. Mr, Havir noted that the historic preservation consultant,
Dominique Hawkins, was working on final documentation of plans and specifications which is
expected on Monday for soliciting bids for the repairs. Mr. Havir provided a photograph of the
exterior of the chimney for which the consultant is designing a detail for the installation of a
cricket in the roof valley where it meets the chimney. She also noted inappropriate silicone
applied where mortar should be and also noted that roofing paper was left on the inside of the
wood roof (visible from the attic) from a previous re-roofing project, and it should be removed.
Additionally, the wood shingles are beginning to cup and she estimates that the shingles may
need replacement in another ten years.

B. Shovel Shop Lease ~ Mr. Havir stated that the Board of Commissioners will be voting on
May 16, 2012 on the renewal of the Shovel Shop Lease which was recommended by the
Historical Commission and accepted by the Public Affairs Committee.

C. Announcement — Preservation Alliance of Greater Philadelphia’s FY 2012 Endangered
Property Update. Mr. Havir noted that the Elkins Estate is listed as an Endangered Property for
2012.

D. Mr. Havir stated that Township Staff filed the NEH Preservation Assistance Grant
($6,000) regarding additional assessment conservation documentation, as a natural progression to
the current catalog project. The intent would be to continue the project and bring it to
completion; provide additional training and develop collection management policies.

E. Market Day — Mr. Havir stated that Market Day has been listed on the Township calendar
for the Saturday after Labor Day, September 8, 2012 with a rain date of September 9, 2012, Mr.

Havir will list the Market Day Program for discussion at the June meeting.
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6. Old Business

A, Historic Resource Overlay District Ordinance — A two-page memorandum prepared by
Staff was offered documenting what the changes were for the Historic District and scattered
sites. Mr. Havir reported this matter was discussed at the Public Affairs Committee meeting on
May 2, 2012 and the Committee tabled discussion to allow feedback from large property owners
and developers and requested Staff to send a copy of the proposed ordinance and memorandum
to those owners and developers. It was noted that David Cohen, member of the Ad Hoc Zoning
Committee, stated that demolition by neglect was inconsistent with the definition section, If the
Board of Commissioners supports the Ordinance in June, a public hearing could be set for
September or October. During the summer months, property owners in the historic districts and
191 scattered sites will be notified of the public hearing schedule. It was noted that special
educational meetings could be held over the summer for the effected property owners to explain
how the ordinance will impact them.

7. New Business

A. Demolition Permit for 16 E. Waverly Road, Glenside - Based on the information and
photographs that were submitted, Mr. Wieckowski made a motion to recommend that the
demolition permit be issued for the subject one-car cinder block garage at 16 E. Waverly Road,
Glenside; seconded by Mrs. Washington and unanimously approved. No additional
documentation for the files was requested.

B. Preservation Alliance for Greater Philadelphia Membership Renewal — Mr. Banks made a
motion to renew membership in the amount of $40.00; seconded by Mrs. Washington and
unanimously approved.

C. Pennsylvania Heritage Society Membership Renewal - Mr. Banks made a motion to renew

membership in the amount of $75.00; seconded by Mrs. Washington and unanimously approved.

4



May 10, 2012 7:00 p.m.
Curtis Hall

8. Other Business — Ms. Werkman provided a prototype of the street identification signage that
will be used for the La Mott Historic District which will be erected below the sireet name blades
on the same pole as the street signs. The aluminum sign with a dark blue background and gold
printing will be double-sided. Ms. Werkman noted the Township Staff will solicit quotations for
approximately 30 signs. Funds have been earmarked in the Capital Budget in the amount of
$7,500 for signage in both historic districts. She reported that Wyncote Historic District BHAR
members are in the process of finalizing the image for the Wyncote Historic District.

9. Moments in History — 1) Mrs. Washington provided a photograph of the Cedarbrook Country
Club which was recently lost due to fire. She also provided a 1909 map showing location, and
shared that Cedarbrook was the first Country Club in Cheltenham built in 1919 on 175 acres and
dedicated in 1921. 2) Mrs. Washington shared a Times Chronicle article, May 18, 1912
regarding Mr. & Mrs. Cyrus Curtis’s yacht cruise from Charleston to Philadelphia. (See
attached).

10. Adjournment - There being no further business, upon motion of Mrs. Washington, seconded
by Mr. Wieckowski and approved by the Historical Commission, the meeting adjourned at 7:50

P.M.

Submitted by: Kathryn McDeviit

11. Special Lecture - At 8:00 P.M., a special lecture presentation entitled, “All Aboard!
Tracking Cheltenham Hisfory on Trolleys and Trains,” was convened at 8:00 p.m. for Historic
Preservation Month. The guest lecturer was David Harrower. Approximately 90 people were in

attendance. The lecture ended at 9:15 P.M.
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Education Committee Report, May 10,2012

Many thanks to Chair David Harrower for preparing tonight’s program. We are all looking forward to an
interesting program on the history of the trolley lines and railroads in Cheltenham. Thanks also to the
Jenkinstown Lyceum for helping to underwrite the costs of the program. Also, thanks to Kathy
McDevitt for office help.
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The Cheltenham Township Historical

Commission
Presents a Lecture to Celebrate

National Historic Preservation
Month

All Aboard!
Tracking Cheltenham History on Trolleys and Trains

Dave Harrower, Architect
Chair, Cheltenham Township Historical Commission
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Thursday, May 10th, 2012
8:00 PM  Curtis Hall

1250 West Church Road (comer of Church Rd. & Greenwood Ave.), Wyncote, PA

Free Admission * Handicapped-Accessible * Refreshments

Preceded by the May Meeting of the Cheltenham Township Historical Commission
7:00 PM » Visitors Welcome

For further Information:
Visit our website at www.cheltenhamtownship.org or, Telephone 215-635-3168

Lecture co-sponsored by The Jenkinstown Lyceum



