Cheltenham Township, believing that public input is appropriate on any items coming before the Commissioners, will recognize any
citizen wishing to address a specific item prior to the vote on that issue. In order to be recognized, please raise your hand.

AGENDA

COMMISSIONERS' MEETING
Wednesday, August 15, 2012
Curtis Hall
7:30 p.m.
1. Pledge of Allegiance.
2. Roll Call.
3. Approval of the Board of Commissioners' Regular Meeting Minutes dated July 18, 2012.
4, Acceptance of the Executive Summary Financial Report of the Manager/Secretary for the
month of July, 2012.
5. Acceptance of the Accounts Paid Report for the month of July, 2012.
6. Presentation of a Community Service Award to Christopher H. Nagele in recognition of his attainment
of the rank of Eagle Scout.
7. Review and acceptance of the Public Works Committee Regular Meeting Minutes dated
August 8§, 2012,
a, Concurrence with a Montgomery County Consortium Award for Furnishing Fuel Oil
for the 2012-2013 season.
b. Award of a Contract for Roofing at the Public Works Facility Building.
8. Review and acceptance of the Public Affairs Committee Regular Meeting Minutes dated August 1,
2012.
a. Award of a Contract for Independent Financial Advisory Services.
9. Review and acceptance of the Public Safety Committee Regular Meeting Minutes dated
August 1, 2012,
a. Adoption of an Ordinance amending Chapter 285, thereof, entitled
“Vehicles and Traffic”,
b. Adoption of a Posthumous Resolution recognizing John R. Donahue, a former
Chief and President of the Ogontz Fire Company.
c. Adoption of a Resolution authorizing an Agreement for equipment trade.
10. Review and acceptance of the Building and Zoning Committee Regular Meeting Minutes

dated August 1, 2012.

11. Review and acceptance of the Pension Board Regular Meeting Minutes dated August 3, 2012.




AGENDA -- Board of Commissioners’ Meeting
August 15, 2012

Page Two
12. Old Business.
a. Continued discussion of the draft Ordinance creating an Historic Resource Overlay District
(see attached). _
b. Continued discussion on a policy concerning partial payment for an Overflow Resistance
Systerm.
13. New Business.

14.

15,

a. Announcement of the receipt of the 2012 Montgomery County Revitalization Award for the
Glenside Streetscape Initiative on Easton Road at Wesley Plaza.

Citizens’ Forum.

Adjournment. ' W

Bryan T. Havir
Acting Township Manager
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CHELTENHAM TOWNSHIP

ORDINANCE NO.

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP
OF CHELTENHAM, CHAPTER 295, THEREOF, ENTITLED
“ZONING,” BY DELETING ARTICLE XX, ENTITLED “H-D HISTORICAL
DISTRICT,” AND ADDING ARTICLE XX, ENTITLED “HISTORIC
RESOURCE OVERLAY DISTRICT.”

SECTION 1. Chapter 295, entitled “Zoning,” Article XX thereof, entitled “H-D
Historical District,” is hereby deleted in its entirety.

SECTION 2. The Board of Commissioners hereby adopts the following as Chapter 295,
entitled “Zoning,” Article XX, entitled “Historic Resource Overlay District.”

§ 295-142. Purpose.

A.  This ordinance is enacted in order to preserve Historical Districts and Local
Landmarks in Cheltenham Township, pursuant to Article I, Section 27 of the
Pennsylvania Constitution, which states that: “the people have a right to clean
air, pure water, and to the preservation of the natural, scenic, historic and
aesthetic values of the environment, Pennsylvania’s public natural resources are
the common propérty of all the people, including generations yet to come. As

" trustees of these resources, the Commonwealth shall conserve and maintain
them for the benefit of all the people.”

B.  Further, this ordinance is enacted pursuant to the Municipalities Planning Code
of the State of Pennsylvania, Section 603 (g), which provides that: “zoning
ordmances shall provide for protectlon of natural and historic features and
resources.”

C. Itis also the purpose and intent of this ordinance to protect and enhance the
special character and historic interest of the Historical Districts and Local
Landmarks in Cheltenham Township in the interest of the health, prosperity,
safety, and welfare of the people. The additional purpose of this section is to:

(1) Accomplish the protection and enhancement of designated Historical
Dastricts and Local Landmarks which reflect the township’s cultural,
social, economic, political, and architectural history;

(2) Safeguard the townsh1p s historic and cultural heritage as embodied
within the Hlstoncal Districts and Local Landmarks;

(3) Prevent 1nappropr1ate extenor alterations of buildings within Historical
Districts;
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4 Encourage preservation, restoration, and rehabilitation of structures and
spaces within the Historical Districts;

(5) Promote appreciation of historic properties for the education and
enjoyment of local residents;

(6) Encourage beautification and private investment in the Township’s
historic building stock to enhance the visual character of the
community;

@) Stabilize and improve property values; and

(8) Foster civic pride in the history and architectural integrity of the
Historical Districts and Local Landmarks.

§ 295-143. Definitions

For the purposes of this article, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated:

ADDITION - The enlargement of any structure which changes the exterior appearance of
any elevation or roofline of that structure.

ALTERATION - Any addition to or reduction of a building, alteration of the external
architectural features of any fagade of a building, or any change in manmade landscape
structures (such as a wall, fence trelhs or sumlar) within a designated Hlstoncal District.

ARCHITECTURAL FEATURE - Any element or resource of the architectural style,
design or general arrangement of a structure that is visible from the outside including, but
not limited to, the style and placement of all windows, doors, cornices, brackets, porch
spindles, railings, shutters, the roof, type, color and texture of the building materials,
signs and other decorative and architectural elements.

BUILDING - A structure designed for human or animal habitation, occupancy, and/or
use, enclosing a space within its walls, and usually covered with a roof.

CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS (COA) - Document issued by the Board of
Commissioners, following a prescribed review procedure, certifying that the proposed
actions by an applicant related to rehabilitation, renovation, alteration, or demolition
work are found to be acceptable in terms of design criteria relating to the individual
property (Local Landmark) or the Historical District, pursuant to the criteria enumerated
in this Article. |

DEMOLITION - The razing or destructlon whether entlrely or in part, of a  site or
structure, impairing its structural hIStOI'lC and/or architectural integrity.

DEMOLITION BY NEGLECT - The absence of routine maintenance and repair leading
to a building’s inability to be rehabilitated and reused or a structure’s structural weakness,
decay, and deterioration, and resulting in its demolition, whether by ordinary negligence

or willful neglect, purpose or design, by the owner or any party in possession thereof.

Revised 8.8.12 - -2



Demolition by neglect shall also include leaving a building or structure open to decay by
the elements or vulnerable to vandalism.

DENIAL - The written rejection of an application for work that is determined to be
inappropriate due to the fact that it adversely impacts a resource identified as a Local
Landmark or included within a Historical District.

HISTORICAL DISTRICT — An area established by the Township and having defined
geographic boundaries, with a significant concéntration, linkage, or continuity of sites,
buildings, or structures united historically or aesthetically by plan, appearance, or
physical development. The designation "Historical District" recognizes that the
component historic buildings, structures, accessory buildings, fences, or other
appurtenances of the district are of basic and vital importance for the preservation of the
neighborhood and its culture,

HISTORIC RESOURCE - A publicly or privately owned building, structure, site, object
or feature that is significant to the history, architecture, archeology, or culture of
Cheltenham Township, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, and/or the United States.

LOCAL LANDMARK - Any building, structure, site, object or district which possesses
integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, and association and which
has been included in the Cheltenham Township Cultural Resources Survey (Exhibit B,
available at the Township), as updated and amended from time to time. Also includes any
building, structure, site, obJect or dlstrlct listed. or considered eligible for listing in the
National Register of Historic Places Local landmarks may be located within designated
Historical Districts, or they may be on scattered Sltes located throughout the Township.

PRESERVATION - The act or process of applymg measures necessary to sustain the
existing form, integrity, and materials of a ‘historic resource. Work, including prehmmary
measures to protéct and stablhze the property, generally focuses upon the ongoing
maintenance and repair  of hlstonc materials. -and features rather than extensive
replacement and new constructlon

RECONSTRUCTION - The act or process of reproducing, by means of new
construction, the form, features, and detailing of a non-surviving site, landscape,
building, structure, or object for the purpose of replicating its appearance at a specific
period of time and/or in its historic location.

REHABILITATION - The act or process of making possible a compatible use for a
property through repair, alterations, and additions while preserving those portions or
features which convey its his_toi-ical, cultural, or architectural values.

REPAIR - The act of restoring =at_‘c.if':cga.y.ecl or damagéd resource to a sound condition.

REPLACEMENT - The act of replicating any exterior architectural feature in order to
substitute for an existing deteriorated or extensively damaged architectural feature.
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RESTORATION - The act or process of accurately reproducing the form, features, and
character of a property as it appeared at a particular period of time by means of the
removal of features from other periods in its history and reconstruction of missing
features from the restoration period that is selected.

SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR’S STANDARDS - The publication issued by the
U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service, entitled: "The Secretary of the
Interior's Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties as the Guidelines for
Preserving, Rehabilitating, Restoring and Reconstructing Historic Buildings," (1995) as
updated and amended from time to time.

SITE - The place where a significant event or pattern of events occurred. It may be the
location of prehistoric or historic occupations or activities that may be marked by
physical remains; or it may be the symbolic focus of a significant event or pattern of
events that may not have been actively occupied. A site may also be the location of a
ruined building, structure, or object of the location itself possesses historic, cultural, or
archeological significance.

STRUCTURE - For the purposes of the Historic Resource Overlay Districts, “Structure”
shall mean: A construction for the purposes of occupancy, use, or ornamentation, having
a fixed location on, above, or below the surface of land. Structures include, but are not
limited to, buildings, flagpoles, fences, gazebos, pergolas, canopies, freestanding signs,
permanent signs, walls, paved parking areas, and driveways.

§ 295-144. Boundaries of Historic Resource Overlay District.

A. Boundaries of Histoi-ical D'i.Stri'cts. _Th'e boundaries of the mapped Historical
Districts shall be:

§)) La Mott Historical Distriet. All that certain area delineated as
Historical La Mott on the La Mott Historical District Map (Exhibit A)
[Editor's Note: Exhibit A is attached.] situated in the Township
bounded on the east by Old York Road, on the west by Penrose
Avenue, on the north by Beech Avenue and on the south by
Cheltenham Avenue.

(2) Wyncote Historical District. All that certain area delineated as
Historical Wyncote on the Wyncote Historical District Map (Exhibit A)
[Editor's Note: Exhibit A is attached.] beginning at the most northerly
point of the district, approximately 1,140 feet north of the intersection
of Greenwood Avenue and Glenside Avenue, thence (following the
irregularly shaped northern boundary of the Ralph Morgan Park)
southerly 182 feet, thence southwesterly 112 feet, thence northwesterly
41 feet, thence southeasterly 72 feet, thence westerly 182 feet, crossing
Glenside Avenue, thence southwesterly approximately 75 feet along
the northwest property line of 412 Glenside Avenue, thence
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southeasterly approximately. 145 feet along the southeast property line
of said property, thence southwesterly approximately 450 feet along the
rear of properties on the north side of Woodland Road (numbers 111,
119, 121 and 127), thence turning in a more southerly direction along
the rear of properties on the northwest side of Woodland Road
(numbers 127, 131, 133, 139, 141 and 143), thence easterly 150 feet
along the southeast property line of 143 Woodland Road, thence
southwesterly 200 feet along Woodland Road, thence turning
northwesterly 150 feet along the northeast property lines of 203 and
205 Greenwood Avenue, thence turning southeasterly 293 feet along
the rear of properties at 207, 209 and 211 Greenwood Avenue, thence
turning southeasterly approximately 130 feet along the southeast
property line of 211 Greenwood Avenue to meet Greenwood Avenue,
thence the boundary line continues southeasterly approximately 1,575
feet along the south side of Greenwood Avenue, thence turning
southeasterly approximately 825 feet along the rear of properties on the
west side of Greenwood Place (numbers 13, 12, 11 and 10), thence
turning southerly approximately 425 feet along the southwest property
lines of the rear of properties on the west side of Bent Road (numbers
337 and 343) and 243 feet along the southwest property line of 1221
Church Road, ‘thence turmng easterly approximately 1,300 feet along
the north side of Church Road, thence turning northeasterly
approx1mately 200 feet along the rear of property on the southeast
corner of Accomac Road and Church Road, thence turning
northwesterly approximately 160 feet along the northeast border of said
property, crossing Accomac Road, and continuing along the northeast
property line of 8100 Accomac Road, thence turning southerly
approximately 75 feet along the rear of this property, thence turning
westerly. approx1mately 200 feet on the northeast border of 350 Bent
Road, thence turning northeasterly approximately 500 feet along the
front property lines of 343, 337, 335 and 333 Bent Road, thence turning
southeasterly approximately 140 feet along the rear southeastern
property line of 322 Bent Road, crossing Accomac Road, thence
turning northeasterly approximately 150 feet along the southeastern
property line of 140 Accomac Road, thence turning northwesterly
approximately 70 feet along the rear of property line of 410 Accomac
Road, thence turning northwesterly approximately 225 feet along the
rear northeast property lines of 406 Accomac Road and 308 Bent Road,
thence turning northeasterly approximately 150 feet along the rear
southeast borders of 304 and 300 Bent Road, crossing Kent Road, and
contmumg along the east property lines of the Calvary Presbyterian
Church and 213, 209, 205 and 201 Fernbrook Avenue. At the
intersection of Fernbrook Avenue and Maple Avenue, the boundary
line continues southeasterly along the northeast side of Maple Avenue,
bordering the southwest property lines of 211 Maple Avenue and 135
and 132 Webster Avenue, thence turning northeasterly approximately



1,300 feet along the rear south property lines of houses on the south
side of Webster Avenue (numbers 132 to and including 100 Webster
Avenue) to the intersection of Glenside Avenue and Webster Avenue,
thence Avenue to the-intersection of Greenwood Avenue and Glenside
Avenue, crossing over Greenwood Avenue to the northwest corner of
this intersection, thenice turning easterly along the north border of the
bridge overpass, approximately 425 feet to the point of boundary
between Cheltenham Township and Jenkintown Borough, at the
intersection of Summit Avenue and Township Line Road, thence
northwesterly along the boundary line separating Cheltenham
Township from Jenkintown Borough, a distance of approximately 655
feet, thence turning approximately 90 degrees and continuing along the
boundary line separating Cheltenham Township from Jenkintown
Borough in a northeasterly direction, a distance of approximately 130
feet through Ralph Morgan Park to the railroad property boundary line,
thence proceeding in a northerly direction to meet the most northerly
point of Ralph Morgan Park, the place of beginning.

Designation of Local Landmarks. For the purpose of this ordinance, any
Historic Resource on a scattered site meeting at least one of the following
criteria shall be cpnsidcred a Local Landmark:

(D

()
3)

cach resource identified in the. Cheltenham Township Cultural
Resources Survey (Exhibit B hereto, on file with the Township of
Cheltentham), as updated and amended from time to time;
each resource listed in the ‘National_Register of Historic Places;
each resource determined to be eligible for listing in the National
Register of Historic Places.

§ 295-145. Applicabilty; Certificate of Appropriateness review required.

Each applicant for a permit which would authorize any of the acts outlined in paragraphs
A-D of this Section within the Historic Resource Overlay District shall first have the
plans and specifications reviewed by the BHAR of the Historical District in which the
project is located, or by the Planning Commission if the project is not located within a
mapped Historical District. So that the unique character and value of the Historic
Resources of Cheltenham: Township shall not be impaired, the BHAR or Planning
Commission shall recommend issnance of permits only if it finds that the application
meets the standards set forth in The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for
Rehabilitation, as enumerated herein,

Alteration, erection, reconstruction, restoration, relocation, or demeolition
of buildings or structures within designated Historical Districts. In order to
promote the cultural, economic, educational and general welfare through the
preservation and protection of historic places and areas of unique and historic
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interest in the Township of Cheltenham, no building or structure within
designated Historical Districts shall hereafter be altered, erected, reconstructed,
restored, demolished in whole or in part, or relocated unless and until an
application for a Certificate of Appropriateness (sometimes referred to herein as
COA) is reviewed by the Board of Historical and Architectural Review
(BHAR) created for such Historical District and approved by the Board of
Commissioners. In its review, the BHAR shall consider the effect which the
proposed change will have upon the general historic and architectural nature of
the district, the general design, arrangement, texture, material and color of the
building or structure, the relation of such factors to similar features of buildings
and structures in the district and the appropriateness of exterior architectural
features found on any elevation or roof of a building.

B.  Erection of new structures and improvements of vacant ground within
designated Historical Districts. No new buildings or structures shall be
erected and no improvements shall be made to existing vacant ground in a
Historical District unless and until an application for a COA is reviewed by the
BHAR created for such district, and approved by the Board of Commissioners.

C. Land developments and subdivisions of land within designated Historical
Districts. No lot shall be improved or subdivided within a designated
Historical District unless and until an application for a COA is reviewed by the
BHAR.

D. Demolition or relocatlon of Local Landmarks. In order to promote the
cultural, economic, educational and general welfare through the preservation
and protection of historic places and areas of unique and historic interest in the
Township of Cheltenham, no building or structure identified as a Local
Landmark shall hereafter be relocated or demolished, in whole or in part, unless
and until an application for a COA is reviewed by the Planning Commission of
Cheltenham Township and approved by the Board of Commissioners. An
application for a COA for demolition or relocation shall also be sent to the
applicable BHAR for advisory review.

§ 295-146. Board of Historicalj- and Arehit_eetliral Review (BHAR).

For the purpose of making effective the provisions of this Article, there is hereby created
for each Historical District in the Township a board to be known as the "Board of
Historical and Architectural Review." The Board of Historical and Architectural Review
is an advisory board which makes recommendations on applications, pursuant to this
Article, to the Public Works Committee of the Board of Commissioners.

The Board of Commissioners shall appoint each BHAR consisting of nine members of
whom one shall be designated to serve until the first day of January following the
adoption of this Article, four until the first day of the second January thereafter, two until
the first day of the third January thereafter and two until the first day of the fourth
January thereafter. Their successors shall be appointed on the expiration of their
respective terms to serve four years. - '
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The members of the Board shall be removable for cause by the appointing authority upon
written charges and after public hearing. Vacancies shall be filled for the unexpired term
of any member whose term becomes vacant.

A.  Membership of the Board of Historical and Architectural Review. Each Board
of Historical and Architectural Review shall consist of the following
representatives, all of whom shall be residents of Cheltenham Township, except
as noted in (3) below:

(1) One member who is a registered architect, preferably a resident of the
Historical District.-

(2) One member who is a real estate broker, preferably a resident of the

_ Historical District. _

(3) One member shall be the Township's Building Inspector or an approved
representative who may or may not be a resident of the Township (from
the Department of Engineering, Zoning and Inspections).

(4) Five members of the public, preferably residents of the Historical District
of the respective BHAR.

(5) One member of the Historical Commission.

The terms of the nonpublic m_embéré shall be concurrent with their respective
terms as members of the represented governmental agency or profession.

B. Powers and Duties of the Board of Historical and Architectural Review. Each
BHAR shall have the following powers and duties with respect to all ground,
building and structures within its District:

(1) To recommend to the Public Works Committee of the Board of
Commissioners parcels of vacant ground necessary to preserve and protect
within the Historical District,

(2) To recommend on the advisability of issuing Certificates of

- Appropriateness relative to the alteration, erection, reconstruction,
restoration, relocation, or demolition, in whole or in part, of any building
or structure in said Historical District.

(3) To recommend to the Public Works Committee of the Board of
Comm1351oners such changes in the Historical District that will promote
the cultural, economic, and general welfare of said District.

(4) To recommend to the Public Works Committee of the Board of
Commissioners appropriate actions to take on proposed Subdivision/Land
Developments wholly or partly located within a Historical District.

C. Conflicts of Interest. It shall be the duty of each BHAR member to remain
conscious of and sensitive to any possible conflict of interest, including but not
limited to financial interests and personal or professional affiliations with an
applicant, that may arise by virtue of his or her membership on the Board. A
member, promptly upon determination of his conflict relative to a matter
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brought before the board, shall disqualify himself from participating, in any
manner, publicly or privately, in the presentation, discussion, or deliberation of
and the voting on such matter, including temporarily absenting himself from the
room in which the discussion is being held.

§ 295-146.1. Planning Commission.-

The “Planning Commission”, as described fully in the Cheltenham Township Charter,
Article X111, Citizens’ Groups, § C1305 PC, shall be responsible for reviewing and
recommending to the Public Works Committee of the Board of Commissioners
applications for demolitions or relocatlons of Local Landmarks as more fully described
within this Article.

§ 295-146.2. Public Works Committee of the Board of Commissioners.

The Public Works Committee shall be responsible for reviewing and recommending to
the Board of Commissioners actions to take regarding application for projects either
within Historical Districts or concerning Local Landmarks as defined within this Article.

§ 295-147. Review criteria: The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for
Rehabilitation. - :

When considering an application for a Certificate of Appropriateness for new
construction, alteration, erection, reconstruction, restoration, relocation or demolition of
any project located within the Historic Resource Overlay Districts, the BHAR, Planning
Commission, and Public Works Committee shall use the Secretary of the Interior’s
Standards for Rehabilitation, as amended from time to time, as guidelines in making its
decisions. These guidelines shall serve as the bas1s for determining the recommendations
of approval or denial of an apphcatlon

The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation are as follows:

A. A property shall be used as it was historically or be given a new use that requires
minimal change to its dlstmctlve materials, features, spaces, and spatial
relationships.

B. The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved. The removal
of distinctive materials or alteration of features, spaces, and spatial relationships
that characterize a property shall be avoided.

C. Each property shall be recognized as a physical record of its time, place, and use.
Changes that create a false sense of historical development, such as adding
conjectural features or elements from other historic properties, shall not be
undertaken.

D. Most propertles change over time; changes toa property that have acquired
historic significance in their own right shall be retained and preserved.
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E. Distinctive materials, features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples
of craftsmanship that characterize a property shall be preserved.

F. Deteriorated historic features shall be repaired rather than replaced. Where the
severity of deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new
feature shall match the old in design, color, texture, and, where possible,
materials. Replacement of missing features shall be substantiated by documentary
and physical evidence."

G. Chemical or physical treatments, if appropriate, shall be undertaken using the
gentlest means possible. Treatments that cause damage to historic materials shall
not be used.

H. Archeological resources shall be protected and preserved in place. If such
resources must be disturbed, mitigation measures shall be undertaken.

I. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy
historic materials, features, and spatial relationships that characterize the property.
The new work shall be differentiated from the old and shall be compatible with
the historic materials, features, size, scale and proportion, and massing to protect
the integrity of the property and its environment.

J. - New additions and adjacent or related new construction shall be undertaken in
such a manner that, if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of
the historic property and its environment would be unimpaired.

§ 295-148. Review Procedures for Certificate of Appropriateness applications.

A.  Certificate of Appropriateness review procedures for: alteration, erection,
~ reconstruction, or restoration of buildings or structures within designated
Historical Districts; erection of new structures and improvements of
vacant ground within des1g11ated Historical Districts; land developments
and subdivisions of land within des1gnated Historical Districts:

(1) Prior to submlsswn of a permit application, land development
application, or ‘subdivision application for any proposed work listed
- above within a Historical District, the applicant shall provide the

following information, plans, photographs, and other supporting
materials to the Cheltenham Township Department of Engineering,
Zoning, and Inspections:

a. Certificate of Appropriateness Application

b.  Copy of deed showing ownership of property

¢. 47 x6” (or larger) labeled photographs showing:

» All sides of existing buildings and structures

» Site surrounding existing buildings of structures

* Adjacent sites, buildings, and structures including adjacent
* properties and across streets and right of ways

d.  Scaled diawings indicating all proposed changes, as applicable:
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Site plan, including adjacent sites and buildings
- Floor plans
All elevations
Details of all proposed work and new exterior elements

¢.  Samples or catalog cuts of any new materials to be used
f.  Any additional information deemed necessary by the BHAR, in
order to make a sound decision, after an initial consultation or
review
g Asigned letter of authorization permitting a designated
representative to present the project on behalf of the applicant,
if applicable.
The Cheltenham Township Department of Engineering, Zoning and
Inspections shall notify the applicable Board of Historical and
Architectural Review (BHAR) that a complete application for a
Certificate of Appropriateness for work proposed in its designated
Historical District has been filed with the Township. The Township
shall notify the applicant of the time and place of the next BHAR
meeting when the application will be discussed.
The applicant, or designated representative, must appear to explain and
present the application to the applicable BHAR. If the applicant, or
designated representative, does not attend the scheduled meeting, the
application shall be tabled and will be heard at the next regularly
scheduled meeting of the BHAR. If the applicant, or designated
representative, does not attend the second scheduled meeting, without
prior consent and approval from the Director of the Department of
Engineering, Zoning and Inspections, the BHAR can recommend
denial of the application.
The BHAR shall review the materials submitted by the applicant, using
the criteria set forth herein, and either table the discussion or forward
their recommendation for approval or disapproval to the Public Works
Committee of the Board of Commissioners of Cheltenham Township
for consideration at its next regularly scheduled meeting. The BHAR,
on the basis of the information received at the meeting and from its
general background and knowledge, shall indicate to the applicant the
changes in plans and specifications, if any, which, in the opinion of the
BHAR, would protect the distinctive historical character of the District
and justify the granting of a Certificate of Appropriateness. If the
BHAR recommends approval or disapproval of the application, it shall
do so in writing and a copy outlining the recommendation for approval
or disapproval shall be provided to the applicant.
Upon receipt of the recommendation of the BHAR, the Public Works
Committee of the Board of Commissioners of Cheltenham Township
shall review the application for a Certificate of Appropriateness at its
next regularly scheduled meeting and shall make a recommendation for
approval or disapproval to the Board of Commissioners.
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Upon receipt of the recommendation of the Public Works Committee,
the Board of Commissioners shall consider at a regular or special
meeting the question of issuing to the applicarit a Certificate of
Appropriateness for the work covered by the application. If the Board
of Commissioners approves the application, with or without conditions,
the Township shall issue a COA to the applicant for the work covered
by the application.

Upon receipt of an approved Certificate of Appropriateness, the
applicant may then submit a building permit application, including the
COA, to the Cheltenham Township Department of Engineering,
Zoning and Inspections for processing.

If the Board of Commissioners disapproves the COA for the work
covered by the apphcatlon it shall do so in writing, and copies shall be
given to the applicant and to the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum
Commission. The disapproval shall indicate what changes in the plans
and specifications would meet the conditions for protecting the
distinctive historical character of the District. Upon receipt of the
written disapproval of the Board of Commissioners, the Director of
Engineering, Zoning and Inspections shall disapprove the application
for a building permit and so advise the applicant. The applicant may
appeal the disapproval as provided by law.

The Township shall be responsible for notifying all property owners on
the same street within five hundred feet (500°) of the designated site of
the BHAR application and all property owners not on the same street
but within one hundred and fifty feet (150°) of the designated site. The
Township will be respon31ble for notlfymg local historical groups at
least thirty (30) days prior to public review of the application by the
Board of Commissioners, so that the aforementioned groups may have
the 0pportun1ty to provide advisory comments regarding the
application.

B.  Certificate of App'l;opriateness review procedure for Demolition or
Relocation of a Building and/or Structure within a Historical District:

(D
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Prior to submission of a permit application for the relocation or
demolition, in whole or in part, of any building and/or structure within
a Historical District, the applicant shall provide the following
information, plans, photographs, and other supporting materials to the
Cheltenham Township Department of Engineering, Zoning, and
Inspections:

a.  Certificate of Appfoj)riateness Application
b. - Copy of deed showing ownership of property
¢. 47 x 6" (or larger) labeled photographs showing:

= Allsides of existiﬁg buildings and structures
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= Site surrounding existing buildings of structures
= Adjacent sites, buildings, and structures including adjacent
properties and across streets and right of ways

d.  Scaled drawings indicating all proposed changes, as applicable:

Site plan, including adjacent sites and buildings

Floor plans

All elevations

Details of all proposed work and new exterior elements

e.  Samples or catalog cuts of any new materials to be used

f.  Any additional information deemed necessary by the BHAR, in
order to make a sound decision, after an initial consultation or
Teview

g A signed letter of authorization permitting a designated
representative to present the project on behalf of the applicant,
if applicable.

The Cheltenham Township Department of Engineering, Zoning and
Inspections shall notify the applicable Board of Historical and
Architectural Review (BHAR) that a complete application for a
Certificate of Appropriateness for work proposed in its designated
Historical District has been filed with the Township. The Township
shall notify the applicant of the time and place of the next BHAR
meeting when the application will be discussed.

The applicant, or designated representative, must appear to explain and
present the application to the applicable BHAR. If the applicant, or
designated representative, does not attend the scheduled meeting, the
application shall be tabled and will be heard at the next regularly
scheduled meeting of the BHAR. If the applicant, or designated
representative, does not attend the second scheduled meeting, without
prior consent and approval from the Director of the Department of
Engineering, Zoning and Inspections, the BHAR can recommend
denial of the application.

In determining whether the preservation of the building or buildings is
feasible, the following shall be considered:

» Whether the building or buildings is representative of a specific
period of significance that is integral to the Township’s history.

» Whether the building or buildings can be preserved by protecting
its location from disturbance.

+ Whether measures, such as rehabilitation, reuse, or restoration, can
result in preservation of the structure.

» Whether the steps necessary to preserve the building or buildings
are feasible and do not create an economic hardship.

-13 -



)

(6)

(7)

®)

&)

Revised 8.8.12

» Whether the measures taken to preserve the building are long-term
in nature.

In determining whether preservation of the building or buildings at
another location is feasible, the following shall be considered:

« Whether the building or buildings can be moved and still retain its
historic significance.

o Whether the building or buildings are stable enough to permit
relocation.

» Whether it is feasible and practical to relocate the building or
buildings without creating an economic hardship.

» Whether relocation would result in the long-term preservation of
the building or buildings.

The BHAR shall review the materials submitted by the applicant, using
the criteria set forth above, and either table the discussion or forward
their recommendation for approval or disapproval to the Public Works
Committee of the Board of Commissioners of Cheltenham Township
for consideration at its next regularly scheduled meeting. The BHAR,
on the basis of the information received at the meeting and from its
general background and knowledge, shall indicate to the applicant the
changes in plans and specifications, if any, which, in the opinion of the
BHAR, would protect the distinctive historical character of the District
and justify the granting of a Certificate of Appropriateness. If the
BHAR recommends approval or disapproval of the application, it shail
do so in writing and a copy outlining the recommendation for approval
or disapproval shall be provided to the applicant.

Upon receipt of the recommendation of the BHAR, the Public Works
Committee of the Board of Commissioners of Cheltenham Township
shall review the application for a Certificate of Appropriateness at its
next regularly scheduled meeting and shall make a recommendation for
approval or disapproval to the Board of Commissioners.

Upon receipt of the recommendation of the Public Works Committee,
the Board of Commissioners shall consider at a regular or special
meeting the question of issuing to the applicant a Certificate of ,
Appropriateness for the work covered by the application. If the Board
of Commissioners approves the application, with or without conditions,
the Township shall issue a COA to the applicant for the work covered
by the apphcatlon

Upon receipt ofan approved Certificate of Appropriateness, the
applicant may then submit a building permit application, including the
COA, to the Cheltenham Township Department of Engineering,
Zoning and Inspections for processing.

If the Board of Commissioners dlsapproves the COA for the work
covered by the application, it shall do so in writing, and copies shall be

-14 -



(10)

(11)

given to the applicant and to the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum
Commission. The disapproval shall indicate what changes in the plans
and specifications would meet the conditions for protecting the
distinctive historical character of the District. Upon receipt of the
written disapproval of the Board of Commissioners, the Director of
Engineering, Zoning and Inspections shall disapprove the application
for a building permit and so advise the applicant. The applicant may
appeal the disapproval as provided by law.

The above required procedures pursuant to the granting of a permit for
demolition of a building within the Historical District will be
suspended in cases where the property has been determined to be
imminently dangerous, as determined by the Office of the Director of
the Department of Engineering, Zoning and Inspections,

‘The Township shall be responsible for notifying all property owners on
the same street within five hundred feet (500°) of the designated site of
the Demolition/Relocation application and all property owners not on
the same street but within one hundred and fifty feet (150°) of the
designated site. The Township will be responsible for notifying the
Township Historical Commission at least thirty (30) days prior to
public review of the application by the Board of Commissioners, so
that the aforementioned group may have the opportunity to provide
advisory comments regarding the application.

C.  Certificate of AppropriateheSs_teview procedure for Demolition or
relocation of Local Landmarks located outside the Historic Districts:

()

Revised 8.8.12

Prior to submission of a permit application for the relocation or
demolition, in whole or in part, of any building and/or structure
designated as a Local Landmark; the applicant shall provide the
following information, plans, photographs, and other supporting
materials to the Cheltenham Township Department of Engineering,
Zoning, and Inspections:

a.  Certificate of Appropriateness Application
b.  Copy of deed showing ownership of property
¢. 47 x6” (or larger) labeled photographs showing:

= All sides of existing buildings and structures

= Site surrounding existing buildings of structures

* Adjacent sites, buildings, and structures including adjacent
properties and across streets and right of ways

d.  Scaled drawings indicating all proposed changes, as applicable:

» Site .plan, including adjacent sites and buildings
» Floor plans
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= All elevations
» Details of all proposed work and new exterior elements

e.  Samples or catalog cuts of any new materials to be used

f.  Any additional information deemed necessary by the BHAR, in
order to make a sound decision, after an initial consultation or
review

g. A signed letter of authorization permitting a designated
representative to present the project on behalf of the applicant,
if applicable.

The Cheltenham Township Department of Engineering, Zoning and
Inspections shall notify the Planning Commission that a complete
application for a Certificate of Appropriateness for a Local Landmark
has been filed with the Township. The Township shall notify the
applicant of the time and place of the next Planning Commission
meeting when the application will be discussed.

The applicant, or designated representative, must appear to explain and
present the application to the Planning Commission. If the applicant, or
designated representative, does not attend the scheduled meeting, the
application shall be tabled and will be heard at the next regularly
scheduled meeting of the Planning Commission. If the applicant, or
designated representative, does not attend the second scheduled
meeting, without prior consent and approval from the Director of the
Department of Engineering, Zoning and Inspections, the Planning
Commission can recommend denial of the application.

The Planning Commission shall review a written report regarding the
application as prepared by the Township’s current BHAR consultant (if
applicable). The BHAR consultant may be asked to attend the Planning
Commission meeting to provide input and advise Planning
Commission members about the application.

In determining whether the preservation of the building or buildings is
feasible, the following shall be considered:

» Whether the building or buildings is representative of a specific
period of significance that is integral to the Township’s history,

» Whether the building or buildings can be preserved by protecting
its location from disturbance. _

+ Whether measures, such as rehabilitation, reuse, or restoration, can
-result in preservation of the structure.

o Whether the steps necessary to preserve the building or buildings
are feasible and do not create an economic hardship.

» Whether the measures taken to preserve the building are long-term
in nature.

-16-



(6)

(7)

&

)

Revised 8.8.12

In determihing whether preservation of the building or buildings at
another location is feasible, the following shall be considered:

» Whether the building or buildings can be moved and still retain its
historic significance. _

o Whether the building or buildings are stable enough to permit
relocation.

» Whether it is feasible and practical to relocate the building or
buildings without creating an economic hardship.

» Whether relocation would result in the long-term preservation of
the building or buildings.

The Planning Commission will review the application and evaluate the
probable impact of the demolition or relocation of a building or
buildings. The demolition or relocation will be considered based on the
integrity of the building or buildings, the impact on the sites
immediately adjacent to the proposed demolition or relocation site(s)
and the impacts throughout the immediate neighborhood or area. The
Planning Commission shall first consider whether preservation of the
building or buildings in place is feasible, or failing that option, whether
preservation is feasible at another location.

The Planning Commission, on the basis of the information received at
the meeting and from its general background and knowledge, shall
indicate to the applicant the changes in plans and specifications, if any,
which, in the opinion of the Planning Commission, would protect the
distinctive historical character of the District and justify the granting of
a Certificate of Appropriateness. The applicant shall be granted the
opportunity to work with the Planning Commission to find an
appropriate use for the property, to help find a buyer for the property,
or to obtain grant or loan funding to complete rehabilitation work.
Upon recommendation for approval or disapproval of the application
by the Planning Commission, the application will be forwarded to the
Publics Work Committee of the Board of Commissioners of
Cheltenham Township, Montgomery County for review at their next
regularly scheduled meeting. The Public Works Committee shall then
submit to the Board of Commissioners in writing its counsel
concerning the issuance of a Certificate of Appropriateness of
authorizing a permit for the demolition of all or a part of any building
designated as a Local Landmark.

If the Board of Commissioners disapproves the COA for the work
covered by the application, it shall do so in writing, and copies shall be
given to the applicant and to the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum
Commission. The disapproval shall indicate what changes in the plans
and specifications would meet the conditions for protecting the
distinctive historical character of the District. Upon receipt of the
written disapproval of the Board of Commissioners, the Director of
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Engineering, Zoning and Inspections shall disapprove the application
for a building permit and so advise the applicant. The applicant may
appeal the disapproval as provided by law.

(10)  The above required procedures pursuant to the granting of a permit for
demolition of a building within the Historical District will be
suspended in cases where the property has been determined to be
imminently dangerous, as determined by the Office of the Director of
the Department of Engineering, Zoning and Inspections.

(11)  The Township shall be responsible for notifying all property owners on
the same street within five hundred feet (500°) of the designated site of
the Demolition/Relocation application and all property owners not on
the same street but within one hundred and fifty feet (150°) of the
designated site. The Township will be responsible for notifying the
Township Historical Commission at least thirty (30) days prior to
public review of the application by the Board of Commissioners, so
that the aforementioned group may have the opportunity to provide
advisory comments regarding the application.

§ 295-148.1. Time limitations,

The Township shall have one hundred and twenty (120) calendar days to act on a
complete application for a Certificate of Appropriateness, from the date the application is
deemed complete by the Township. If no action has been taken after one hundred and
twenty (120) days, such application shall be deemed to have been approved; and the
issnance of any permit dependent upon the certification or appropriateness shall be so
authorized by the Township. This time limit may be waived at any time by mutual
consent of the applicant and the Board of Historical and Arch1tectura1 Review or
Cheltenham Township Board of Commissioners.

§ 295-148.2. Expiration.

Any Certificate of Appropriateness issued pursuant to the provisions of this Article shall
expire twenty-four (24) months from the date of issuance, except that under the following
circumstances the COA shall continue to be in effect:

() the authorized work is commenced within said twenty-four (24) month
time period

(2) an active building permit for the authorized work is on file with the
Township.

§ 295-148.3. Exceptions to Certificate of Appropriateness procedure.

A COA is not required for the routine repair, maintenance or replacement in kind of any
exterior elements or features of any building or structure, in whole or in part, within a
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Historical District or of any Local Landmark. Replacement in kind refers to equal in
construction characteristics, including material, size, configuration, profile, appearance,
texture, color and method of installation with conforming lines, levels and planes,

In order to obtain a ruling regarding whether a proposed project is considered to be a
routine repair or maintenance or replacement in kind, applicants must complete a BHAR
application, indicating the extent of repair or maintenance or replacement in kind and the
specifications of the proposed undertaking. As part of the application for exemption to
the Certificate of Appropriateness procedures, attachments and detailed photographs
documenting the element or feature included in the proposed project must be submitted
with the BHAR application for review by the Director of Engineering, Zoning and
Inspections. The Director of Engineering, Zoning and Inspections will then make a
determination whether the proposed repair or maintenance or replacement is in kind and
whether the submission is sufficiently complete to forgo the COA procedure, The
Director of Engineering, Zoning and Inspections shall keep records of all applications for
exceptions to the COA procedure and provide a report, including the property address
and scope of work, of such approved exceptions to the appropriate BHAR at the first
official meeting following the exception,

If the Director of Engineering, Zoning and Inspections makes a determination that the
proposed work is routine repair or maintenance or replacement in kind, the applicant may
then make application for a building permit, If the Director of Engineering, Zoning and
Inspections makes a determination that the proposed work is not routine repair or
maintenance or replacement in kind, the BHAR application of the applicant will be
placed on the agenda of the appropriate BHAR meeting.

Annually the Director.of Engineering, Zoning and Inspections shall prepare a summary
report, including the property address and scope of work, of all exceptions to the COA
procedure for the prior two years, and distribute said report to all members of the BHARs
one month prior to the annual adoption of this section.

§ 295-149. Documentation of H_istoric Resource Prior to Demolition or Relocation.

If the Township issues a permit for the demolition or relocation of a building or structure
located within a Historical District or identified as a Local Landmark, the Board of
Commissioners shall require the applicant to provide documentation of the historic
resource proposed for demolition. Such documentation may include photographs, floor
plans, copies of deeds, scaled site plans, archeological survey, summary descriptions,
maps, and any other comparable form of documentation stipulated by the Board of
Commissionérs, in order to provide a record of the property for future generations.
Copies of documentation shall be provided to the Township Office of Engineering,
Zoning and Inspections, the Cheltenham Township Historical Commission, and to any
other research institution or document rep031tory deerned appropriate by the Board of
Commissioners. :
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§ 295-150. Demolition by Neglect.

Demolition by neglect shall be a violation of the provisions of this Article and shall be
subject to the violation provisions and penalties provided for in the Cheltenham
Township Zoning Code In addition, unoccupied buildings within Historical Districts and
those located outside of the Historical Districts, which are identified as local landmarks,
shall be tightly sealed, weatherproofed, fenced or otherwise protected, and their utilities
shall be shut off for safety, violation of which shall be subject to the violation provisions
and penalties of the Cheltenham Township Zoning Code.

§ 295-151. Violations.

Failure to secure a Certificate of Appropriateness, when required, previous to the
erection, reconstruction, alteration, restoration, relocation, or demolition of a building or
structure within the Historic Resource Overlay District shall be considered a violation of
this Article and shall be subject to the violation provisions and penalties of the
Cheltenham Township Zoning Code.

§ 295-152. Certification by Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission.

Immediately upon the adoption of this Article, the Township Manager shall forward a
certified copy thereof to the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission. This
article shall not take effect until the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission
has certified, by resolution, to the historical significance of the La Mott and Wyncote
Historical Districts, as defined in §295-144.A. herein, and the Local Landmarks
designated according to the criteria listed in §295-144,B, herein. The provisions of this
Article shall in no way affect or nullify the existing Zoning Ordinances relative to the
Zoning Districts in which the Historical Resource Overlay Districts established in this
article are situated.
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SECTION 3. Nothing in this Ordinance or in the Code of the Township of Cheltenham
shall be construed to effect any suit or proceedings in any Court, any rights acquired or
liability incurred, any permit issued or any cause or causes of action existing under the
said Code prior to the adoption of this amendment.

SECTION 4. In all other respects, the Code of the Township of Cheltenham, Chapter
295, entitled “Zoning,” is hereby ratified and reaffirmed except where the same is
inconsistent with the provisions contained in this Ordinance.

SECTION 5. The provisions of this Ordinance are severable, and if any section,
sentence, clause, part or provision thereof shall be held illegal, invalid or unconstitutional
by any Court of competent jurisdiction, such decision of this court shall not affect or
impair the remaining sections, sentences, clauses, parts or provisions of this Ordinance.
It is hereby declared to be the intent of the Cheltenham Township Board of
Commissioners that this Ordinance would have been adopted if such legal, invalid or
unconstitutional section, sentence, clause, part or provisions had not been included
herein.

SECTION 6. This Ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and after it is
approved as required by law.

ENACTED into an ORDINANCE this day of , 2012,

TOWNSHIP OF CHELTENHAM
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

BY:

.Art Haywood, President

ATTEST:
Bryan T. Havir, Acting Township Manager
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