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Mandatory  Recycling

Mandatory recycling applies to all Cheltenham residents 
who have Township refuse collection and follows the 
same collection schedule. Residents of apartments and 
condominiums should contact the property’s owner or 
manager for details about their recycling programs. 
Businesses and institutions are also required to recycle,  
per state and Township law, and must submit annual 
recycling reports from their private haulers to the 
Township’s Public Works Department by the end of each 
calendar year. Call the Refuse Superintendent at 215-887-
6200, ext. 342, for additional information about business  
and institutional recycling. 

Recycling Guidelines
n	Glass, cans and plastic items may be recycled together; 

paper and cardboard may be recycled together but must  
be separate from glass, cans and plastic.

n	Rinse glass, cans and plastic containers to remove  
residue, but labels may remain. 

n	Place recycling containers – which must be rigid and 
durable with open tops (not bags or cardboard boxes) – 
at the curb no more than 12 hours before the scheduled 
collection day and remove them within 12 hours after 
collection. Recycling is collected on the same day as 
regular refuse pickup. 

n	Recycling bins (14-gallon) may be purchased at the 
Township Administration Building.

Plastics
n	Include plastic containers stamped with a code number  

“1” through “7.” Do not recycle plastics with other codes  
or those without any codes.

n	Flatten plastic containers whenever possible. Township 
crews can collect more flattened containers than full-
sized ones, making the program more efficient and 
economical.

n	Do not include plastic grocery bags, PVC piping, spray 
gun tops or Styrofoam, including packing peanuts. 

Glass
n	Include only clear, green and brown bottles and jars. 
n	Remove and discard metal rings and lids.
n	Do not include broken glass, windowpanes, mirrors, light 

bulbs or drinking glasses.

Cans
n	Include tin, steel, bimetallic and aluminum cans.
n	Do not include aluminum foil, cooking plates, plumbing 

fixtures or car fixtures. 

Paper
n	Include the following paper:
	 Newspapers – including newsprint ads.
	 Magazines – all glossy publications and newspaper 	

inserts.
	 Junk mail – fliers and envelopes, including window 	

envelopes.
	 Books – paperback and telephone books.
	 Office paper – stationery, letterhead, photocopier paper, 	

computer paper and carbonless forms.

n	Tie in bundles with string or place in paper bags. For  
best results, place bundled or bagged papers into  
a rectangular recycling container along with any 
cardboard. Due to weight, do not stack magazines in  
piles over 12” high.

n	Do not include hardback books.

Cardboard
n	Include all cardboard, such as shoeboxes, egg cartons, 

corrugated boxes, cereal boxes, gift boxes, milk and 
orange juice cartons, frozen food boxes, ice cream 
cartons and pizza boxes. Note: Pizza boxes with food 
scraps or grease residue should be discarded with refuse.

n	Remove all non-cardboard contents and any plastic or metal 
strapping. Staples, tape and mailing labels may remain.

n	Place cardboard into a rectangular recycling container 
along with any paper. For best results, bundle cardboard 
with string or place in a paper bag.

n	Cardboard too large to fit within a rectangular recycling 
container must be cut down or dropped off at the  
following locations and times: 

Refuse Regulations

Cheltenham Township collects refuse and recycling from 
single residences, duplexes and triplexes every week. 
Dwellings that contain more than three living units and  
most businesses must arrange for private refuse and 
recycling collection. Owners of mixed-use properties 
should call the Public Works Department at 215-887-6200, 
ext. 330, to learn if they are eligible for Township collection.
Note: Recycling is mandatory for all residents and 
businesses. Please refer to the previous page for details.

Household Refuse
WHAT: Regular household waste, including drained and 
wrapped garbage. Note: Leaves, grass, twigs, branches 
and other garden debris will NOT be accepted with 
household waste, per state law (see page 31). 

HOW MUCH: No more than:
n	10 polyethylene bags (maximum 30 lbs. each). Bags may 

be purchased at the Township Building. 
or 

n	six 20-gallon containers (max. 60 lbs. each) with tight lids. 
or 

n	oversized trash containers only if refuse is placed in bags 
(maximum 30 lbs. each).

WHERE: At the curb.
n	Do not obstruct the street or sidewalk.
n	Do not place material at the curb more than 12 hours 

before collection, and remove containers within 12 hours 
after collection.

WHEN: Once weekly, beginning at 7:30 a.m. daily. Consult 
the refuse/recycling collection map on page 32 or call 215-
887-1000 to learn your regular collection day.

Non-Combustibles  
(Special Collections)
HOW: Pickup by appointment most Fridays, for a base fee 
of $15. Additional charges may include $3.50 for each large 
appliance. 
n	Call 215-887-6200, ext. 330, to schedule a pickup 

appointment before placing any material at the curb. 
n	Do not obstruct street or sidewalk.

or
n	Drop off weekdays (8:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.) at the Public 

Works Facility, 8101 Old York Road in Elkins Park, for a $10 
base fee, plus additional charges for each large appliance. 

WHAT: Unusual items like:
n	furniture
n	carpeting and padding
n	large appliances (i.e., washers, dryers, dishwashers, 

window air conditioners). Note: Appliances already 
drained of Freon will not be accepted.

n	refuse amounts greater than allowed under Household 
Refuse.

HOW MUCH: No more than one pile 4’ x 3’ x 3’, which may 
include:
n	up to four 30-gallon containers
n	boards, poles, planks, decking, fencing (without concrete 

attached), etc., under 3’ in length and 4” in diameter
n	two large non-combustible items (excluding appliances)
n	large appliances, which entail an additional $3.50 fee per 

appliance. 
Anything exceeding the previous description requires a 
special arrangement and may entail additional charges.

Branches
Note: Other garden debris, including grass and leaves,  
must be recycled (see page 31).
WHAT: For a minimum $10 charge:
n	large branches – maximum 8’ long and 4” in diameter,  

one pile not exceeding 4’ x 4’ x 8’
n	small branches – eight tied bundles of small branches  

and twigs not to total over 4’ long and 2’ in diameter
n	unacceptable – logs, firewood, railroad ties, bushes and 

tree stumps. 
If materials exceed the above limits, the Highway 
Superintendent will affix additional charges, increasing in 
$10 increments.

Note: No branch collections will be scheduled during the 
Fall Leaf Collection Program.

WHERE: At the curb. Do not obstruct street or sidewalk.

WHEN: By appointment, same as Non-Combustibles.

Unacceptable Materials
n	motor vehicle parts
n	computer components
n	central air conditioning units
n	plumbing fixtures, toilets, sinks, tubs, household boilers, 

heating units or radiators
n	gas or air tanks (fuel, oil, propane, acetylene, oxygen, 

etc.)
n	video, pinball or vending machines
n	paint or paint remover
n	musical instruments and equipment
n	metal cabinets or drums
n	any poisonous materials
n	compact fluorescent lamps (cfls or spiral light bulbs)
n	boards, poles, planks, decking, fencing, etc., over 3’ long 

or 4” in diameter
n	all materials resulting from demolition, excavation, 

construction, plastering, paperhanging, roofing or 
carpentry.

Call 215-887-6200, ext. 331 or 335, for suggestions on 
disposing of material that the Township will not accept.

Automotive Tires & Batteries
Residents can drop off old vehicle tires and batteries at  
the Public Works Facility, 8101 Old York Road in Elkins  
Park. A $1 disposal fee will be charged for each tire. Only 
four tires, which must be off the rims, will be accepted per 
visit. Vehicle batteries are accepted free of charge. The 
facility is open most weekdays from 8:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

The Montgomery County 
Household Hazardous Waste 
Collection Program will be 
offered from 9:00 a.m. to 
3:00 p.m. on the following 
dates and locations:

*	Saturday, Aug. 20, 2011
	 Spring-Ford High School 

350 S. Lewis Road 
Royersford, PA 19468

*	Saturday, Sept. 24, 2011
	 Temple University- 

Ambler Campus 
Enter near 1431 E. Butler Pike 
Ambler, PA 19002

*	Saturday, Oct. 22, 2011
	 Lower Merion  

Transfer Station 
1300 N. Woodbine Avenue 
Penn Valley, PA 19072

Call 610-278-3618 or visit  
www.wsaemc.org for 
complete details. 
Note: Compact fluorescent 
bulbs contain mercury, so they 
should be discarded through 
the Household Hazardous 
Waste Program or in special 
receptacles at The Home 
Depot or Lowes. 

Household  
Hazardous  
Waste Collection

Cardboard  
Collection  
Locations

*Refuse and recycling collection may be delayed one day due to a holiday.

Note: Dumping materials  
when the facilities are closed  
is prohibited.
*Unless affected by a holiday.

*	Waverly Road  
Compost Facility

	 Waverly Road between Church 
Road & Cheltenham Avenue 
Laverock

	 Mon. – Fri.,  
8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.*

*	Public Works Facility
	 8101 Old York Road  

Elkins Park
	 Mon. – Fri.,   

8:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.*
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