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CHELTENHAM TOWNSHIP 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

 
ORDINANCE NO. 2336-16    

 
 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE 
TOWNSHIP OF CHELTENHAM AMENDING CHAPTER 238, SEWERS, 
OF THE TOWNSHIP OF CHELTENHAM CODE OF ORDINANCES, AS 
AMENDED, TO PROVIDE  A NEW SUBSECTION REGULATING  
SANITARY SEWER LATERAL INSPECTIONS AND PROHIBITING 
THE INTRODUCTION OF EXTRANEOUS WATER TO THE SANITARY 
SEWER SYSTEM; AND PROVIDING REMEDIES FOR 
NONCOMPLIANCE WITH THE  PROHIBITION ON EXTRANEOUS 
WATER 
 

 
 WHEREAS, Cheltenham Township (“Township”) owns, operates and maintains a public 
sewer system within the Township to which a majority of properties in the Township are 
connected; and 

 WHEREAS, the Township has been directed by the Commonwealth, Department of 
Environmental Protection to undertake a comprehensive program of regulating sanitary sewer 
lateral inspections, and prohibiting extraneous water inflow within sanitary sewer laterals and the 
public sewer system; and 

 WHEREAS, the Township has promulgated Regulations setting forth specifications and 
other standards for inspection and televising of sanitary sewer laterals by Owners; and 

 WHEREAS, this Ordinance is intended by the Board of Commissioners as the first part 
of a two-part program to regulate the inspection, maintenance and repair of sanitary sewer 
laterals in the Township. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY ENACTED AND ORDAINED by the Board 
of Commissioners of the Township of Cheltenham, Montgomery County, Pennsylvania, as 
follows: 

Section 1.  Chapter 238, Sewers, of the Code of Ordinances of the Township of Cheltenham 
is amended to add the following new Subsections 238-14.2 and 238-14.3: 

§238-14.2. Sanitary Sewer Laterals  

A. Definitions   

For the purposes of this Chapter, the following words will have the meanings set forth 
hereafter: 
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a. Cartway means the portion of a street or alley intended for vehicular use. 

b. Extraneous Water means water other than Wastewater, including but not limited 
to, Stormwater, surface water, groundwater, artesian well water, roof runoff, 
subsurface drainage, drainage from cellar or French drains, sump pump discharge, 
swimming pool drainage, condensate de-ionized water, and/or noncontact cooling 
water. 

c. Owner means the title holder of the property within or under which the Sanitary 
Sewer Lateral runs including, but not limited to, individuals and entities, 
residential and nonresidential, for profit and not-for-profit, as well as homeowner 
associations and condominium associations.  

d. Sanitary Sewer Lateral means a service line which transports or which is 
designed to transport Wastewater from an individual building or buildings to a 
Sewer Main. 

e. Regulations means rules and regulations promulgated by the Township Board of 
Commissioners in support of this Ordinance and the purposes of the Ordinance. 

f. Sewage means any substance that contains any of the waste products or 
excrement or other discharge from the bodies of human beings or animals and any 
noxious or deleterious substances being harmful or inimical to public health or to 
animal or aquatic life or to the use of water for domestic supply or for recreation 
or which constitutes pollution under the Pennsylvania Clean Streams Law 
including, but not limited to, human excrement and gray water (Wastewater from 
household showers, dishwashing operations and similar sources). 

g. Sewer means a pipe or drain used to carry off liquid and solid Sewage. 

h. Sewer Main means a publicly-owned sanitary Sewer conveyance line contained 
within or under the Cartway or a public right-of-way.  Such lines are generally 8” 
in diameter or larger. 

i. Stormwater means any flow occurring during or following any form of natural 
precipitation and resulting from such precipitation, including snow-melt. 

j. Township means Cheltenham Township, Montgomery County, Pennsylvania, or 
its contractor. 

k. Township Engineer means the Township Engineer or his/her designee. 

l. Video and Recording (sometimes used herein in the past tense and other tenses as 
well) means closed circuit digital video and recording. 

m. Wastewater means liquid and water-carried industrial wastes and Sewage from 
residential dwellings, commercial buildings, industrial and manufacturing 
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facilities and institutions and other nonresidential uses, whether treated or 
untreated.  

B. Inspection of Sanitary Sewer Laterals 

a. The Township may perform inspections to confirm the integrity of its sanitary 
Sewer system, including inspection by Video and Recording, and/or other 
inspection techniques.  Such inspections will involve the Sanitary Sewer Laterals 
as well as the connection of Sanitary Sewer Laterals to the Sewer Main.  The 
Township will provide written notice of an impending inspection of a Sanitary 
Sewer Lateral to the Owner, no less than fifteen (15) days prior to such 
inspection, by First Class Mail to the address set forth in Township records where 
local tax bills are sent.  If the Township performs an inspection by Video and 
Recording of a portion of a Sanitary Sewer Lateral, the Township will provide the 
Owner with a copy of the inspection report as part of the second component of the 
two-part program referred to in the recitals of this Ordinance. 

b. An Owner who prefers to obtain their own Video and Recording of their Sanitary 
Sewer Lateral, or who objects to the proposed Video and Recording of their 
Sanitary Sewer Lateral by the Township, shall provide written notice to the 
Township of the preference and/or objection, setting forth their intention to do the 
Video and Recording themselves, which must be received by the Township within 
fifteen (15) days of the mailing of notice from the Township that the Owner’s 
Sanitary Sewer Lateral will be inspected by Video and Recording and/or other 
inspection techniques.  Such an Owner shall be responsible to have their Sanitary 
Sewer Lateral Videoed and Recorded at their sole cost and expense and shall 
provide an original recording of such Video and Recording to the Township 
Sewer Department, recorded and produced in strict accordance with the 
Regulations, within sixty (60) days of the mailing of such notice of preference 
and/or objection. If such Owner complies with this Subsection b. and the 
Regulations pertaining to Video and Recording, the Township will not Video and 
Record the applicable Sanitary Sewer Lateral of the Owner.  If the Owner fails to 
comply strictly with the Regulations, additional Video and Recording shall be 
undertaken and completed by the Owner until the Video and Recording strictly 
complies with such Regulations in the exclusive determination of the Township 
Engineer.  The Township Engineer’s determination shall be based upon the 
Regulations pertaining to Video and Recording of same.  An Owner who has 
provided written notice to the Township as provided herein that they prefer to 
obtain their own Video and Recording of their Sanitary Sewer Lateral, or who 
objects to the proposed Video and Recording of their Sanitary Sewer Lateral by 
the Township, but fails to comply with this Subsection b. after ten (10) days’ 
written notice to so comply, mailed to the address described above, shall be 
deemed to have provided consent for the Video and Recording and inspection of 
their Sanitary Sewer Lateral by the Township, and the Township may thereafter 
perform such Video and Recording and inspection without further notice to the 
Owner. 
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C. Prohibition of Sources of Inflow 

 A downspout, drain, water line, hose, or other connection which allows Extraneous Water 
to enter a Sanitary Sewer Lateral and/or the Sewer Main is prohibited, and shall be repaired 
and/or replaced so that the Extraneous Water can no longer enter the Sanitary Sewer Lateral and 
the Sewer Main.  If the Township identifies the existence of such a prohibited connection and 
notifies the Owner, the Owner shall complete the repair or replacement to become compliant 
with this Subsection within sixty (60) days of such notice. 

§238-14.3   Remedies 

A. Remedies – Civil Penalty and Other Remedies.  The Township reserves the right to 
resolve any dispute between an Owner and the Township regarding enforcement of this 
Ordinance on terms other than those set forth in this Section by an agreement with the 
Owner. Any person who violates Subsection 238-14.2.C. of the Code, whether 
intentionally or through neglect or omission, shall, if judgment is entered against them, 
be responsible to pay a civil penalty not to exceed $1,000 per violation, plus costs of suit 
and/or shall be subject to all other remedies available to the Township.  Each day that a 
violation occurs shall constitute a separate violation. 

B. Remedies Cumulative.  The remedies set forth in this Subsection are cumulative and in 
addition to, not exclusive of or in substitution for, any other remedies, at law or equity, 
otherwise available to the Township. 

C. Civil Penalty Related to Violation of Section 238-14.2.B.b.  If an Owner who provides 
written notice of a preference or an objection to the Township under Subsection 238-
14.2.B.b does not thereafter comply with that Subsection or the Regulations pertaining to 
Video and Recording, in addition to other penalties provided for herein, if judgment is 
entered against such Owner, then such Owner shall be responsible to pay a civil penalty 
of $100 plus costs of suit and shall be subject to all other remedies available to the 
Township. 

Section 2.   Severability.  The provisions of this Ordinance are intended to be severable, and if 
any section, sentence, clause, part or provision hereof shall be held illegal, invalid or 
unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, such decision of the court shall not affect 
or impair the remaining sections, sentences, clauses, parts or provisions of this Ordinance. It is 
hereby declared to be the intent of the Board that this Ordinance would have been adopted even 
if such illegal, invalid or unconstitutional section, sentence, clause, part or provision had not 
been included herein. 

Section 3.  Failure to Enforce Not a Waiver. The failure of the Township to enforce any 
provision of this Ordinance shall not constitute a waiver by the Township of its rights of future 
enforcement hereunder. 

Section 4.  Repealer.  All Ordinances, or parts of Ordinances, of the Township which shall be 
inconsistent with this Ordinance shall be, and the same expressly are, repealed. 
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Section 5.  Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall become effective immediately upon enactment. 

 ENACTED AND ORDAINED, this 21st day of December A.D. 2016. 
 

TOWNSHIP OF CHELTENHAM 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

             
Attest:__________________________________ By: ________________________________ 

Bryan T. Havir, Manager/Secretary          Morton J. Simon, Jr., President 
 


