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What’s Inside...

Recycle Right: Ban the “Dirty Dozen”

U P D A T ECheltenham

Cheltenham officials thank the many residents who are dedicated recyclers in 
the Township’s curbside collection program. Their efforts support the Sustainable 
Cheltenham goal for a more resilient and environmentally friendly community. 
However, that enthusiasm can backfire if residents include material that 
is NOT recyclable in our program in Township recycling carts.

ReCommunity Recycling, the company that receives the 
Township’s recycling material, reports that nearly all of its 
facilities have seen an increase in unacceptable items. 
Mixing unwanted material with genuine recyclables 
degrades the quality of the entire recycling stream, 
jeopardizing the usability of recycled materials 
throughout the supply chain.

Some materials are not recycled because they 
are too complex or are undesirable. Others cause 
havoc with the mechanical sorters, blowers 
and magnets used to separate recyclables into 
appropriate categories.

ReCommunity identified a “Dirty Dozen” of the 
most common offenders that do not belong in your 
recycling cart. 

Don’t Recycle Dirty Dozen
1.  NO Plastic Bags. Plastic bags are the WORST 

contaminant in the recycling stream. Instead of placing them 
in your recycling cart, you can return them to many of the stores and 
supermarkets that provide them.

2. NO Materials in Plastic Bags. Do not even use plastic bags to gather your 
genuine recyclables. Workers have to slow conveyor belts to rip open the 
bags and separate them from good recyclables, which wastes time and 
money.
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3. NO Shredded Paper. Shredded paper is too small to sort. Pieces fall through 
the cracks of the sorting machines, stick to belts and end up all over the place. 
If you must shred paper to secure your personal information, dispose of it 
with your regular trash or check www.Earth911.com for recycling locations.

4. NO Scrap Metal. At any size, scrap metal poses a danger to the sorting 
equipment. Fortunately, Cheltenham Township offers a drop off 

location for some types of metal. Call 215-635-4600 to learn 
more if you have metal items you would like to recycle.

5. NO Hazardous Waste. Oil-based paint, car 
batteries, pesticides, automotive fluids and other 

such hazardous waste should be disposed of 
through the six Montgomery County Household 
Hazardous Waste Collections held throughout 
the county every April through October. The 
closet collection to Cheltenham this year will be 
at Abington Junior High on August 8. Check the 
Township website for all of this year’s dates and 
locations.

6. NO Bio-Hazardous Waste. Diapers, syringes, 
needles, and other sanitary products belong in 

the trash. Syringes should first be placed in rigid 
containers and wrapped with duct tape. Alternately, 

return them to your physician or pharmacy for 
disposal.

7. NO Non-Recyclable Plastics. Some plastics do not 
get recycled because stable markets do not exist for them. In 

general, the Township accepts rigid plastics identified with recycling 
codes 1 – 7, with the exception of Styrofoam® products and PVC pipe. 

8. NO Flattened Containers. Before single-stream recycling, the Township 
encouraged everyone to flatten plastics and cans to fit more into the 
recycling bins. However, sorting equipment sees “flat” as paper, so do not 

...continued on page 3
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TOWNSHIP DIRECTORY

Recycling Plant Tour
Have you ever wondered what happens 

to your recycling after it leaves your 
cart? ReCommunity Recycling, the 

company that receives the Township’s 
recycling material, offers animated 

videos explaining the innovative 
technology of its sorting process and a 
virtual tour of its plant to answer that 

question. Check them out at 
www.ReCommunity.com.

flatten those recyclables any longer. (But do flatten cardboard boxes.)
9. NO Caps/Lids on Glass Bottles and Jars. Remove metal lids and recycle 

them loose in your cart. Plastic lids and caps from glass bottles and jars go 
in the trash. Additionally, while large plastic lids with appropriate recycling 
codes may be recycled, small plastic screw-on lids should be discarded with 
trash.

10. NO Liquids. Containers with liquids will drip, splatter or explode when 
compacted for shipping. Completely empty and quickly rinse all containers 
before recycling.

11. NO Ceramics or Non-Recyclable Glass. Ceramics, dishes, china, mirrors, 
light bulbs, window glass, porcelain and Pyrex®  have different melting points 
and chemical compositions that will ruin new glass bottles. 

12. NO Frozen Food Containers. Paperboard boxes that were designed for 
freezer foods, such as frozen pizza and entrees, have a plastic polymer 
sprayed on them to protect against freezer burn. That same coating prevents 
those boxes from breaking down in the recycling process. However, ice 
cream, milk and orange juice cartons CAN be recycled.

What to Recycle
Before putting the right recyclables in your cart, make sure all containers are 

empty, rinsed and drained. Contamination by food and liquids may cause the 
materials to be rejected.  For example, discard pizza delivery boxes stained with 
grease or sauce, unless you can rip off a clean side to recycle. Do not flatten 
containers, except cardboard boxes. Also, do not forget to remove all lids. 

So what should you recycle in your Township recycling cart?
• GLASS: Bottle and jar food and beverage containers.

• CANS: Aluminum and metal cans as well as loose metal jar lids, steel bottle 
caps and foil balled into wads of at least a 2”, so sorting equipment does not 
mistake it for paper. 

• PLASTICS:  Food and beverage bottles, jars, jugs and other rigid containers 
identified with recycling codes 1 - 7. No plastics bags, plastic utensils, 
Styrofoam®, packing peanuts, PVC pipe or screw-on lids, but larger snap-
on lids with appropriate recycling codes may be recycled. 

• PAPER: Newspapers, magazines, brochures, office paper, file folders, 
greeting cards, mail, paperback books, phone books, paper bags, dry-food 
cartons, paperboard boxes, cartons, cardboard beverage carriers, paper 
towel rolls and corrugated cardboard. Always try to flatten boxes.

Cheltenham’s website www.CheltenhamTownship.org features handy 
ReCommunity fliers about what should and should not be recycled in the 
Township’s curbside recycling program to post near your recycling cart as helpful 
reminders.  For more information, contact the Public Works Department at 215-
635-4600.

...continued from cover



Spring Greetings, Neighbors!
There’s anticipation in writing for this spring Update in January! I have the urge to plant trees, restore streambanks and perform homage to our neighborhood 

gardens. Yet there’s the reality of, well, January. So if you’re reading this in April and portions seem rather dated, that’s why. 

Communicate

For more time-sensitive communications, Cheltenham has increasing options, including the brand new Township 
Facebook page (www.facebook.com/CheltenhamTownship) and the now well-established Facebook pages from our Police 
and Emergency Management Services. Most of you know that our Township posts news and calendar events on its webpage 
www.CheltenhamTownship.org. You can also sign up to receive email notifications on everything from meeting agendas/
minutes to roadwork to citizen committees by clicking on the “E-Notifications” link on the homepage. 

The best ways to track and influence Township processes are to attend our public meetings and to volunteer for any of our 
variety of citizens committees. And by patronizing our local businesses, you also get a direct flavor of local dynamics. Finally, 
I invite you to contact me directly at 215-935-6575 or ARappoport@Cheltenham-Township.org and to request my periodic 
email updates. 

I’ve had the honor of serving this community as a Commissioner for a full year now. Though I was elected from Ward 4 
(which covers sections of Wyncote and Elkins Park) and try to stay acutely tuned into the conditions and voices there, I am 
dedicated to the best interests of the entire Township. As with my fellow Commissioners, the welfare of the whole Township 
figures into all deliberations. Indeed, the health of our wards and the health of our Township are interdependent.

Re-Zone?

After about 8 years of work by two special committees (thank you!) and public presentations over a period of months last year, a new draft version of the 
Township-wide Zoning Code will be brought to the Commissioners shortly, and a formal public hearing is anticipated. It’s hard to adequately emphasize how 
critical our Zoning Code is to the future of our Township, since it’s the legal basis for determining land uses “by right” on every parcel in the community. It’s not 
overly dramatic to say that it sets forth the blueprint for Cheltenham’s physical future. Please take time to review the highlighted changes and proposed map 
available at the Township Administration Building and website, and provide your input.

Set our Future!

Also in considering Cheltenham’s future, I invite all of your creative ideas in two (related) directions. First, the Board of Commissioners has launched an 
Alternative Revenue Committee to seek badly needed income. Even though you might be disappointed by how many ways our hands are tied (for instance, 
speeding tickets are not revenue sources, and the Township does not receive a significant portion of such tickets), your valuable thoughts are actively sought 
and will be seriously considered. 

Second, our Township deserves a more positive identity and aggressive marketing. Our location in the region – our convenient 23-minute green commute 
to Center City and our access to Route 309 and the PA Turnpike – can’t be beat. Shopping, entertainment and medical care are walkable, convenient to public 
transportation or an easy drive. Fabulous parks, libraries, community and art centers, historic sites and many recreational programs abound. 

Our spirited neighborhoods are the envy of suburbia, with diverse housing stock featuring historic mansions, character-rich singles and twins, and modern 
colonials, condos and apartments, along with prize-winning architectural and environmental gems and gardens. 

A college mecca, we benefit from the intellectual and professional capital that these many institutions provide. And we’re an artistic and cultural hub ... guess 
how many members of the Philadelphia Orchestra call Cheltenham home? 

We are uniquely committed to both environmental sustainability and wise economic development. And although our School District is a separate entity run 
by a different political body from that of our Township, its success is imperative to all of us. It’s up to us to tout all the assets of this community and insist that 
Cheltenham lives up to the high standards we set. 

Thanks

Retirement has lured away some members of the Township family, while new staff has joined our ranks in the past months. Many of you have met new 
Planning and Zoning Director Henry Sekawungu and recently promoted Public Works Superintendent Chris Clewell and Parks and Recreation Director Brian 
Hinson. Here’s also a warm welcome to Assistant Township Manager Alyson Elliott. 

Continuous thanks go to our devoted employees, entrepreneurs, volunteers and residents for keeping Cheltenham safe, desirable and exciting. Cheltenham 
is what we make it.

Warmest Wishes,

Ann L. Rappoport, Ph.D.
Commissioner, Ward 4
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Things to Do This Spring
27th Annual Arbor Day 
Friday, April 24 * 10:00 a.m. * Wall Park, 100 Church Road, Elkins Park

Children from area schools will sing songs and recite poetry about the importance 
of trees as well as help plant a Pink Flowering Dogwood and a Magnolia Sweet 
Bay Tree in the park. For the 17th consecutive year the Township will be named a 
Tree City USA community by the Pennsylvania Urban Forestry Council and the 
Department of Environmental Protection, and receive a 16th consecutive Growth 
Award from the National Arbor Day Foundation for its continued progress in 
community forestry. Information: 215-635-3255.

Earth Day Activities
Saturday, April 25 * Various times & locations

Visit the Cheltenham Township website www.CheltenhamTownship.org 
for a list of clean-ups and other Earth Day activities happening around the 
community. Information: 215-887-6200, ext. 230.

Art in Bloom
Saturday, April 25 * 5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. * Cheltenham Center for the Arts, 439 
Ashbourne Road, Cheltenham * $25 in advance/$30 at door

Enjoy 15 floral interpretations of art from the 72nd Annual Painting Show, 
on exhibit from April 12 to May 10, at this festive vernal fund-raiser. Floral 
arrangements will be available for sale, perfect for Mother’s Day. Information: 
215-379-4660.   

2nd Annual Downtown Glenside Arts Festival
Saturday, April 25 * Noon – 6:00 p.m. * Glenside Avenue & Easton Road, Glenside

The 2nd Annual Downtown Glenside Arts Festival will celebrate the arts and 
Earth Day by featuring crafts, food, entertainment, Earth Day activities and 
wine tasting. Festival partners include the Downtown Glenside Community 
Partnership, Cheltenham Township Economic Development Task Force, 
Sustainable Cheltenham and Arcadia University. Information: 215-884-9900 or 
215-576-5583.

12th Annual Bike Rodeo 
Saturday, May 2 * 9:00 a.m. – Noon
Elkins Park School, 8149 New Second Street, Elkins Park

The Police Department’s professionally trained bike officers team up with 
its traffic safety experts to create a fun, noncompetitive atmosphere where 
youngsters can learn, practice and master safe bike-handling skills. In addition, 
Guy’s Bicycles of Feasterville will provide free bicycle safety inspections, 
MossRehab Elkins Park will offer helmet fittings or free helmets to those 
needing replacements, and each participant who successfully completes the 
safety inspection and skills course will get a free, high visibility Bike Rodeo 
t-shirt. Finally, prizes donated by local businesses will be given out throughout 
the event, including a grand prize of one boy’s and one girl’s bicycle. 
Information: 215-885-1600, ext. 466.

Drive in Movie
Saturday, May 9 (rain date May 30) * 7:30 p.m. gate opens; 8:30 p.m. movie starts 
* Cheltenham High School main parking lot, 500 Rices Mill Road, Wyncote

Watch family fare on a big screen from the comfort of your own vehicle. Bring 
your own snacks (but no alcohol, please) for a viewing of the 2014 version of the 
musical comedy Annie (subject to change). The fee is $5 per person up to a $15 
max per vehicle (4th person and over are free!). Information: 215-887-6200, ext. 
227.

Historic Lecture 

Thursday, May 14 * 7:30 p.m. * Curtis Hall, 1250 W. Church Road, Wyncote 

In honor of National Historic Preservation month, the Cheltenham Township 
Historical Commission and Jenkinstown Lyceum will present a free lecture on 
“Preserving the Past” by Bruce Stocking, who is active in preservation work in 
the Delaware Valley. Information: 215-887-9159. 

Sundays in the Park
Sundays, May 17 - June 7 * 1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m., fair weather only * Tookany 
Creek Parkway, between Central Avenue & Jenkintown Road, Cheltenham 

Outdoor enthusiasts can enjoy the Tookany Creek Parkway free from vehicle 
traffic for biking, skating, jogging, rollerblading and more. Information: 215-
887-6200, ext. 227. 

58th Annual Fishing Derby 
Saturday, June 6 * 9:00 a.m. – Noon 
Kleinheinz Pond on Tookany Creek Parkway, Cheltenham 

A $2 entrance fee entitles youngsters up to age 15 to the use of a pole and 
line, one hot dog, one soda and a chance to win great prizes. Participants 
must bring their own bait. Children under age 8 must be accompanied by an 
adult. The derby is presented by the Cheltenham/Rockledge Rotary Club in 
cooperation with the Cheltenham Township Parks and Recreation Department. 
Information: 215-379-2233. 

Arts in the Park featuring Sustainable Cheltenham
Sunday, June 7 (rain date June 14) 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
High School Park, High School Road & Montgomery Avenue, Elkins Park 

For its 20th anniversary, this popular festival will again feature high-quality 
wares from at least 50 juried artisans in addition to live music, fun kids’ 
activities and tasty food vendors. In addition, the event will include Sustainable 
Cheltenham activities, including award winners, student projects and more. 
Information: 215-782-8082. 

Sustainable Cheltenham joined Arts in 
the Park at High School Park for the first 
time last year. Youngsters got a hands-
on lesson on how much more energy 
incandescent bulbs require compared to 
CFL bulbs for the same amount of light via 
a hand crank that converted mechanical 
energy to watts. Arts in the Park marks 
its 20th anniversary this year on Sunday, 
June 7.

Last year’s first-ever Downtown Glenside Arts 
Festival was a great success with shoppers perusing 
jewelry, pottery, children’s clothes and more as well as 
enjoying a tasty lunch and dancing to local bands. 



C heltenham update 6

Backyard Buffer Tour

 Attention creekside homeowners! Learn how to protect the 
waterways of the Tookany Creek and its tributaries while beautify-
ing your property on the Backyard Buffer Tour on Sunday, June 21 
(rain date June 28) starting at noon and ending at 3:00 p.m.

The Tookany/Tacony-Frankford Watershed Partnership (TTF), 
an organization dedicated to improving the health and vitality 
of our local watershed, worked with five Township homeowners 
located beside a waterway last year to create the riparian buffers. 
The attractive buffers feature native trees, shrubs, grasses and 
flowers and help protect the stream from runoff pollution. 

Runoff is the water from rain or melting snow that “runs off” 
across the land instead of seeping into the ground. It picks up and 
carries chemicals, debris, trash and other materials into nearby 
creeks and down roadside storm drains that empty directly into 
creeks, harming water quality, plants and wildlife. Buffers absorb 
and filter runoff, while also creating habitats for birds and other 
wildlife. 

As a founding member of TTF, Cheltenham Township has ad-
opted numerous plans and ordinances designed to protect the 
Tookany Creek and its tributaries. See www.CheltenhamTown-
ship.org > Departments & Services > Stormwater Management for 
more clean water information. 

Open to everyone, the free, self-guided Backyard Buffer Tour will 
start from the Creekside Co-op, located at 7909 High School Road 
in Elkins Park, where you can pick up a tour guide and map (along 
with a treat for dad since it’s Father’s Day). TTF and NAM Plan-
ning and Design, LLC, experts will be available at each site to pro-
vide information on buffer designs, plant materials, maintenance, 
benefits and resources as well as to answer your questions. Project 
partners include Audubon Pennsylvania (and its Bird Habitat Rec-
ognition Program), Clean Water Action, Friends of High School 
Park, Sustainable Cheltenham and sponsors American Native 
Nursery, North Creek Nurseries, Inc., Primex, TreeVitalize and 
Bryner Chevrolet.

To register and for more information, contact 215-744-1853  or 
cooper@ttfwatershed.org. 

The buffer project was partially funded by the League of Women 
Voters of Pennsylvania Citizen Education Fund through a Section 
319 Federal Clean Water Act grant from the Pennsylvania Depart-

ment of Environmental Protection, administered by the U.S. Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency.

Volunteers joined the Tookany/Tacony-Frankford Watershed Partnership in planting 
an attractive riparian buffer with native plants along the creek at this Elkins Park 
home in November 2014. See the beautiful results during the Backyard Buffer Tour on 
Sunday, June 21 (rain date June 28) starting at noon and ending at 3:00 p.m.

Cleaner Water through Storm Drain Marking 
The Tookany/Tacony-Frankford Watershed Partnership (TTF) is sponsoring 

a drain marking effort on Thursday, April 9 beginning at 4:00 p.m. that will 
start at the La Mott Community Center, located at 7420 Sycamore Avenue in 
La Mott. Everyone is welcome to help spread the word that everything carried 
down the Township’s storm drain inlets will ultimately empty – untreated – 
into the Tookany Creek or one of its tributaries. Join this neighborhood cam-
paign to help protect the health and vitality of our watershed by marking storm 
drain inlets with decals and by distributing educational materials with TTF. 
For more information, contact 215-744-1853 or cooper@ttfwatershed.org.

Learn about other clean-water events from the TTF website ttfwatershed.org.



Fire Department Warnings
C heltenham update 7

Carbon Monoxide Dangers
Every year people are injured or die from exposure to carbon 

monoxide (CO), a colorless, odorless gas. The Cheltenham Fire 
Department separates CO facts from the myths and provides 
safety tips below:

FACT: CO is always present where a flame is seen or fuel is burned, 
such as in heaters, wood stoves, fireplaces, gas cooking stoves and 
clothes dryers. Vehicles also produce CO. When installed, main-
tained and used properly, heaters, stoves and equipment that burn 
fuels will not pose a significant CO problem.

MYTH: You can smell CO.

FACT: No one can smell CO – nor can animals – because it’s odor-
less. People who think they smell CO might smell odors from other 
substances sometimes associated with the problem that is causing 
unwanted CO; however, this is not usually the case.  

TIP: Install at least one UL-listed CO detector where it could 
wake you from sleeping. Having an additional CO detector on 
each level of the house is even better. CO detectors that plug 
into an electrical outlet work fine. You can’t smell CO, but the 
detectors can!

TIP: If your CO detector activates, check that the battery is good. 
The sound a detector makes for a low battery is very different from 
its alarm. Try the CO detector’s test button. Make sure everyone in 
the household knows what it sounds like. And read the instructions 
at least once. They come with every CO detector for a reason.

FACT: In the 2013-14 heating season, the Cheltenham Township 
Fire Department responded to CO problems over 40 times. Most 
responses were for minor problems or for problems with the CO 
detector. However, a few discovered CO levels that could have been 
lethal. The leading cause by far for excessive CO in the Township is 
broken heater flues and clogged chimneys.

TIP: Have your house heater serviced annually. This should always 
include a cleaning and inspection of the flue and chimney.

MYTH: I can just patch up my heater’s rusted or perforated flue 
pipe.

FACT: Holes and corroded flue pipes are indications of even larger 
problems somewhere in the heating system. The flue should not 
corrode. Get a competent repair service to correct the underlying 
problem.

MYTH: I can warm up my car in the garage, even though it’s at-
tached to the house, as long as the door to the house is tightly 
closed.

FACT: A car running in the garage has been the culprit in many 
Fire Department responses for CO alarms. Vehicle emissions give 
off HUGE quantities of CO. No door or other construction will keep 
out all of the vehicle-generated CO and other fumes from an at-
tached garage, even if you do not have a door directly to the house 
from the garage.

TIP: Open the garage door before starting your car, and immedi-
ately drive it out of the garage. Let vehicles warm up outside. Close 
the garage door so the exhaust and CO won’t blow back into the 
garage.

MYTH: When the power goes out during a storm, I can run a gas 
generator in or near the garage with the door open so it doesn’t get 
wet.

FACT: Gasoline- or diesel-powered generators also produce a very 
large amount of CO, and they do not have chimneys. Every gaso-
line- or diesel-powered appliance or tool comes with instructions 
saying it must be used outdoors only and must be properly vented 
and kept away from building openings.

For more information, contact the Cheltenham Fire Marshal at 215-
887-6200, ext. 235, or jwoneill@Cheltenham-Township.org. 

Fireworks 411
Most fireworks are still illegal for the 

general public in Pennsylvania. But a 2004 
change in the state law prohibits munici-
palities from regulating the sale of spar-
kling devices, caps and novelty items that 
may be labeled “fireworks” but don’t meet 
the legal definition. These items are often 
sold in large retail displays or tents set up in local shopping areas.

In general, firecrackers and anything that leaves the ground – such 
as bottle rockets, skyrockets and Roman candles – among others are 
still illegal. Use or possession of these fireworks is a misdemeanor 
summary offense; they can be confiscated and a citation issued.

Hand-held or ground-based sparklers, toy caps and small novel-
ties like party poppers, snakes/glow worms, and toy smoke devices 
are allowed. Although these novelty items may be legal, the Fire 
Marshal warns they can still be dangerous. Sparklers, fountains and 
other devices can cause severe burns and eye injuries. They burn 
hot and can cause damage to buildings and cars. Commonsense 
precautions are essential to avoid injuries or damage resulting from 
their use.

For more details about the various types of fireworks, visit 

www.CheltenhamTownship.org  
> Departments & Services > Fire Protection.

No one can smell carbon monoxide 
(CO), so the Cheltenham Fire 
Department recommends installing 
at least one CO detector in the home 
where it can wake up the occupants. 
One on each floor is ideal. The type that 
plugs directly into an electrical outlet 
works as well as mounted devices.
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In the Know
Keeping track of municipal news and activities has never been easier, thanks 

to the many avenues that provide regular updates:

Facebook sites:
• www.Facebook.com/CheltenhamTownship 

- General News and Parks and Recreation activities.

• www.Facebook.com/CheltenhamTwpPD 
- Police Department news.

• www.Facebook.com/CheltenhamTownshipEmergencyManagement 
-  Emergency Management announcements.

Website:
 • www.CheltenhamTownship.org 

- Online news and a calendar on the homepage, plus a wealth of informa-
tion on programs and services.

E-Notifications: 
- Daily emails on the topics selected by anyone who signs up 
  to receive this web-based service.

Cable Access Channels 42 (Comcast) and 1960 (Verizon):
- Shared by the Township and School District, scrolling information 
and broadcasts of the meetings of the elected officials. Township 
Commissioner meetings, which are generally held on the first, second and 
third Wednesday of each month, are broadcast on the subsequent Friday 
and Saturday at 7:00 p.m. and Sunday and Tuesday at noon.

Flood Control Update
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE) has nearly completed 

the Tookany Creek Flood Damage Study Reduction begun in 2012. 
The ACOE is proposing nine dry detention basins – six in Cheltenham 
Township and three in Abington Township – as the most cost-effective 
option to reduce flood damage in the Township.  

The proposed basin locations, which are subject to revision during a 
detailed design phase, are:

• Doe Lane

• West Waverly Road

• Church Road (Arcadia University) 

• Limekiln Pike 

• Grove Park 

• Highland West (Abington)

• Highland East (Abington)

• Baeder Road (Abington)

• Washington Lane (lower level of Curtis Arboretum).  

The dry detention basins are low-lying, open-space areas that hold 
back the peak flow during storm events and slowly release any pon-
ded water downstream. The basins would require minimal excavation 
and construction to store stormwater. Reduced excavation not only im-
proves the project economics but also helps minimize environmental 
impacts. 

Instead of large-scale excavation, an earthen embankment would be 
constructed on the downstream end of the detention basin to capture 
and control water flows. The structure would include interlocked gabi-
on baskets and earthen material that allow flows up to a non-damaging 
level to pass. However, as the inflow rate increases, flow through the ga-
bion basket conduit structure would be “choked” so a pool would form 
behind the embankment. If the water exceeds the storage capacity, the 
structure could be safely overtopped without failing. Once the down-
stream flows have returned to a low level and inflows have dropped, the 
stored water would be slowly released through the conduit and every-
thing would return back to normal.

The ACOE will make a public presentation about its recommended 
findings at a Township meeting this spring, possible in May. Check the 
Township website www.CheltenhamTownship.org for a meeting an-
nouncement.

Note: The Glenside Flood Control Project is temporarily on hold to as-
sess if and how the proposed basins would impact the Glenside project 
design.

This map identifies the 
locations of nine dry 
retention basins proposed 
by the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers after extensive 
study as the most cost-
effective approach to 
reduce flood damage in the 
Township.

Cheltenham-Only Transportation for Seniors expands to five days a 
week – Monday through Friday – beginning this spring. Previously, the 
service operated just Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays.

The Township, in cooperation with the Montgomery County Office 
of Aging and Adult Services, subsidizes free transportation for residents 
ages 65 and older anywhere in the Township from 9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
Suburban Transit Network, Inc. (TransNet) transports riders curb-to-
curb to destinations within Township boundaries, plus The Pavilion 
shopping center in Abington Township and the Jenkintown-Wyncote 
Train Station. TransNet subcontracts with Bux-Mont Transportation 
Services Co. to provide this service.

Riders must be pre-registered with TransNet to participate. Call 
215-542-7433 to receive a registration form. Trips must be scheduled 
at least one day in advance before 2:00 p.m. In addition, because rid-
ers may share trips with others traveling to nearby destinations, 
pickup times have a half-hour leeway both before and after the re-
quested pickup time. For more information, call TransNet or visit 
www.CheltenhamTownship.org > Residents > Transportation.
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Summer Fun
Special Needs Note: Any Township resident with a 

disability wishing to attend a Township-sponsored program 
who is in need of an accommodation to access a Township 
building in order to participate in such program shall 
contact the Office of the Director of the Department of 
Parks and Recreation at 215-887-6200, ext. 227, at least 72 
business hours prior to the commencement of the program. 
Cheltenham Township is committed to providing equal 
access to Township-sponsored programs to all residents.

Cheltenham Township does not ordinarily provide 
vehicular transportation for persons of special needs to 
and from programs unless otherwise specified as part of 
a specific program. It is the Township’s policy that when 
vehicular transportation is provided by the Township as part 
of a specific program, the expenses for the transportation 
must be offset 100% by the program fees collected.

Cheltenham Township cannot provide refunds of program 
fees for time missed due to a change in plans, family 
vacation or a child’s illness. Cheltenham Township does not 
prorate for any of its programs. Cheltenham Township staff 
do not disburse or handle prescriptions or over-the-counter 
medication and are not trained to care for special needs 
children.

Cool Pools 
Conklin Pool - 15 E. Church Road, Elkins Park 
Glenside Pool - 185 Keswick Avenue, Glenside

Pool Hours
Noon to 8:00 p.m. every day, except July 4 and September 7  
(Noon - 6:00 p.m.), from Saturday, June 20 to Monday, 
September 7 

2015 Season Fees 
Family ................................................................................$225 
Adult ..................................................................................$105 
Youth/Student (ages 23 or under & full-time student) ...$80  
Senior (ages 62 & over) .....................................................$40  

Daily Fees 
Adult ..................................................................................$5 
Youth ..................................................................................$4 
Plus a $25 initial registration fee per person.  

Guest Fees Weekdays Weekends 
Adult $8 $10 
Youth  $7 $8

Registration  
Only Cheltenham Township residents are eligible. New 
applicants must provide a driver’s license, deed, mortgage or 
lease to prove residency. Birth certificates are required for all 
children.  

For greater convenience, last year’s members will be mailed 
2015 pool applications. They may register by mail ONLY IF 
nothing in their membership has changed. Past members who 
have any changes or additions to their old memberships must 
still register in person. Information: 215-887-6200, ext. 227. 
Registration Times
Tuesdays - Thursdays, April 29 - June 12
Weekdays beginning June 16  
9:00 a.m. – Noon, 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Township Administration Building only,  
8230 Old York Road, Elkins Park 

Special Registrations 
Saturday, May 30 10:00 a.m. – Noon 

Monday, June 1 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, June 16 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 

Saturday, June 20 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

Thursday, June 25 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 

Both Conklin and Glenside Pools offer three sessions of children’s swim lessons 
every summer. Members can register for the morning lessons during the pool 
season, which begins June 20. Pool registration this year begins April 28.
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More Pool Fun
Adult water aerobics, children’s swim lessons and swim teams 

are available after the pool season starts. Plus, pool members may 
enjoy special activities:

• Evening Water Carnivals on Fridays, August 7 at Conklin 
Pool and August 14 at Glenside Pool, offering silly, water-
based games, both at 6:00 p.m.

• Family Bingo and Ice Cream Socials on Wednesdays, August 
5 at Glenside Pool and August 12 at Conklin Pool, both at 
7:00 p.m.

• Flick’N’Float – where youngsters watch movies from their 
own floatation devices in the pool – at Glenside Pool on 
Friday, July 10 and Conklin Pool on Tuesday, July 28. Gates 
open at 8:00 p.m.

Playground Program
Playgrounds 
La Mott * Renninger * Tookany * Wall Park
2015 Fees Resident Non Resident
1st child in family $350 $500
2nd child $325 No discount
Each additional child $300 No discount 
Participants must be ages 6 (or completed kindergarten) to 12.  

Eight-Week Schedule
Weekdays, June 22 - August 13 from 9:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m., except 
July 3

Registration - Residents Only
Tuesday, June 2 - Thursday, June 4 from 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 
At La Mott Community Center 
7420 Sycamore Avenue, La Mott 
For La Mott & Renninger Playgrounds 

At Rowland Community Center  
400 Myrtle Avenue, Cheltenham  
For Tookany & Wall Park Playgrounds

Open registration will begin on Monday, June 8 on a first-
come, first-served basis at both community centers on weekdays 
from 9:00 a.m. - Noon and 1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. Information: 
215-887-6200, ext. 227.

Note: Kiddie Camp will not be offered in 2015.

S.T.E.P. 
For ages 12 to 15, the seven-week Summer Teen Enrichment 

Program (STEP) features weekly trips, sports, crafts and 
community service projects.

Schedule 
Weekdays, June 22 - August 7 (except July 3) from 9:00 a.m. - 
3:30 p.m. Participants should bring their own lunches.  

2015 Fee 
$900 per teen, trips included. Fee may be paid in two 
installments with $450 due at registration and the balance due 
by May 29, 2015.  

Registration 
Weekdays, March 30 through May 29 from 9:00 a.m. - Noon, 
1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. at both the La 
Mott and Rowland Community Centers. Space is limited to 40 
participants. Information: 215-635-3255.

Spring Adult Tennis
Beginners and players who need lots of improvement in their 

game ages 17 and older can sign up for evening tennis instruction 
this spring. Classes will meet Tuesdays at the Wall Park Tennis 
Courts, located at 100 Wall Park Drive in Elkins Park, from 7:00 p.m. 

Summer Fun

Teens in the Summer Teen Enrichment Program (STEP) looked for freshwater 
mussels in the Tookany Creek under the direction of the Tookany/Tacony-
Frankford Watershed Partnership last year. Part of a community service 
project that also included a cleanup of adjacent parkland, the survey 
uncovered no mussels, which are now rarely found in areas where they were 
once common but are the focus of an effort to restore them to the ecosystem. 
STEP also offers teens ages 12 to 15 weekly trips, sports and crafts over seven 
weeks during the summer.
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Summer Fun
to 8:00 p.m. The six-week program will run from May 12 through 
June 16.  Players should bring their own rackets and water bottles. 
The fee is $50 for residents or $70 for non-residents.

Registration
Weekdays, March 23 until May 8 from 9:00 a.m. - Noon, 1:00 

p.m. - 4:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

La Mott Community Center, 7420 Sycamore Avenue in La Mott

Rowland Community Center, 400 Myrtle Avenue in Cheltenham. 

Outdoor Zumba
This high energy, 60-minute class for ages 16 and up combines 

cardio dance moves with the latest choreography and a playlist 

like no other. Classes will be held from 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

on Wednesdays from April 1 through October 28 on the Ogontz 

Tennis Courts, located at 8040 High School Road in Elkins Park 

(between the stream behind the Ogontz Playground and the rear 

of Elkins Park Gardens). Only on-street parking available. Class 

canceled for inclement weather. The cost is $10 (cash only) per 

class. Limit 30.

Drive in Movie
Enjoy a family movie on a big screen from the comfort of 

your own vehicle on Saturday, May 9 (rain date May 30) at the 

Cheltenham High School main parking lot, located at 500 Rices 

Mill Road in Wyncote. Bring your own snacks (but no alcohol, 

please) for a viewing of the 2014 version of the musical comedy 

Annie (subject to change). Gate opens at 7:30 p.m., and the 

movie begins at 8:30 p.m. The fee is $5 per person up to a $15 

max per vehicle (4th person and over are free!). Information: 

215-887-6200, ext. 227.

Other Fun
Call Brian Hinson at 215-887-6200, ext. 226, for information 

about a men’s softball league and see page 5 for details about the 

58th Annual Fishing Derby on Saturday, June 6 at Kleinheinz 

Pond off the Tookany Creek Parkway.

Concerts in the Park
Cheltenham Township is once again offering a free concert series 

on five Sundays this summer primarily at Curtis Arboretum, the 
beautiful 45-acre park located at 1250 W. Church Road in Wyncote. 
The series’ sponsor, Einstein Medical Center Elkins Park, will host 
the final concert at 60 Township Line Road in Elkins Park. 

All performers will play two 45-minute sets starting at 5:00 p.m. 
Lawn chairs, blankets and picnic suppers are welcome, but no 
alcohol is permitted. In case of rain, all concerts will be held inside 
Curtis Hall. This year’s scheduled dates are June 28, July 12, July 
26, August 9 and August 23. Check the Township website www.
CheltenhamTownship.org for a list of performers. Information: 
215-887-6200, ext. 227.

Community Centers
Year-round fun is on tap at the Township’s two community centers, 
La Mott and Rowland. Both offer indoor, full-length basketball 
courts and game rooms equipped with billiards, table tennis and 
more. La Mott’s game room includes arcade games, air hockey and 
other table games.

Annual memberships, which are good for both centers, are $20 for 
children ages 6 through 17 and $25 for adults. Only Cheltenham 
Township residents are eligible.

Beautiful Curtis Arboretum in Wyncote is the site of all but the final concert in 
the Township’s annual summer series. Attendees bring their own lawn chairs, 
blankets and picnic suppers to enjoy the free performances on five Sundays. 
Longtime sponsor Einstein Medical Center Elkins Park hosts the final concert.

NEW

NEW
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Sanitary Sewer Status
The Township has made a lot of progress on critical improvements to 

the Township’s aging sanitary sewer system since 2010:

• Numerous point repairs. 

• Sewer rehabilitation Phase 1 involved repairing damaged pipe/
manholes at five locations in the Township.

• Sanitary sewer relocation at Rices Mill Road involved installing a 
new replacement section of sanitary sewer pipe in a different align-
ment in the George Perley Bird Sanctuary.

• Sewer rehabilitation Phase 2 involved lining approximately 33,000 
feet of sewer mains and installing saddle liners on 605 private 
laterals. 

• Sanitary sewer lining Phases 1A and 1B involved lining approxi-
mately 11,000 feet of Interceptor A between Rices Mill Road and 
Old York Road.

• Fats, Oil and Grease (FOG) Ordinance adopted in 2013 established 
regulations to reduce the threat of sewer system blockages by food 
establishments and other main producers.  

However, the replacement of 14,000 feet of the Interceptor A sanitary 
sewer line along the Tookany Creek between Church Road behind the 
Public Works Facility and Central Avenue near Veterans Field has been 
delayed. The Department of Environmental Protection is still tweak-
ing the final plans before issuing the necessary permits. The Township 
expects to go out to bid on the project this spring with completion an-
ticipated for fall 2016.  Consequently, the interim sanitary sewer bypass 
pipe that runs above ground along Tookany Creek from the north end 
of Wall Park to the south end of Veterans Memorial Fields will remain 
in place to protect against possible surcharging until the replacement 
project is fully completed.

Do Not “Flush” Moist Wipes
Township officials urge residents to ignore any moist wipe pack-

aging that says that wipes are “flushable.” Wipes should NOT be 
flushed down toilets in the community. Instead, dispose of them in 
regular trash.

The wipes pose a major threat to the Township’s sanitary sewer be-
cause they can combine with other materials, like congealed grease, 
to create a sort of superknot that can block sewer lines. What’s worse, 
they are nearly indestructible. Dispose of all wet wipe products in 
the trash, not the toilet.

Zoning Code Revision
Last year the Township unveiled a proposed new Zoning Ordinance, 

which would shape all future development in the Township, through a 
series of public meetings. A select committee has been reviewing the 
input from those meetings to incorporate into the proposed code. The 
Commissioners expect to review the amended zoning proposal this 
spring and to establish the next steps in the review and adoption pro-
cess, which will include a public hearing. Check the Township website 
www.CheltenhamTownship.org for future announcements.

Reading aloud provides an important foundation for school readiness 
and emergent literacy skills. This April, the Cheltenham Township Li-
brary System (CTLS) encourages parents, caregivers, older siblings and 
others to read aloud to the preschoolers in their lives through a “1,000 
Books Before Kindergarten” program, based on a national reading ini-
tiative. 

Listening to a book counts. Books read at library events count. Re-
reading a favorite book counts, too … each time. Adults keep track of all 
of the books read with an app or with logs provided by the library. 

How long will it take to read 1,000 books? Depends – the more you 
read everyday, the less time it takes. CTLS will present prizes at set in-
tervals to help keep motivation high.  

In a reading community like Cheltenham, families don’t have to stop 
at 1,000 books. The sky’s the limit. CTLS will launch this new program at 
its annual One Book, Every Young Child celebration on April 15. Watch 
for more details at www.CheltenhamLibraries.org.

Cheltenham Township Library System Branches 

East Cheltenham Free Library 
400 Myrtle Avenue (Rowland Community Center)
Cheltenham, PA 19012 * 215-379-2077

Elkins Park Free Library
563 Church Road (east of Old York Road)
Elkins Park, PA 19027 * 215-635-5000

Glenside Free Library
215 S. Keswick Avenue
Glenside, PA 19038 * 215-885-0455

La Mott Free Library
7420 Sycamore Avenue (La Mott Community Center)
La Mott, PA 19027 * 215-635-4419

1,000 Books before  
Kindergarten

Spark a love for literacy in a 
preschooler via the “1,000 Books 
Before Kindergarten” program 
at the Cheltenham Township 
Library System this spring.
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Discrimination Prohibited
The Cheltenham Human Relations Ordinance, which was 

adopted in February 2012, prohibits discrimination in the 
Township on the basis of:

• actual or perceived race

• color

• age 

• religious creed

• ancestry

• sex

• national origin

• handicap or disability

• actual or perceived sexual orientation

• gender identity

• gender expression

• use of guide or support animals and/or mechanical 
aids by people with disabilities or by trainers of 
such animals.

Discrimination is prohibited in the areas of employment 
(with some exceptions for religious/fraternal organizations 
and employers with three or less employees), housing ac-
commodations (with an exception for housing for older 
adults and some religious/fraternal organizations), publicly 
offered commercial property transactions, and public ac-
commodation (such as restaurants, stores and schools). 

The Ordinance established the Human Relations Commis-
sion (HRC) to address discrimination complaints. Anyone 
who thinks they have been subject to such discrimination 
may contact the HRC at CheltenhamHRC@gmail.com or 
267-521-CHRC (2472) for assistance with the complaint pro-
cess. Please note that the HRC cannot give legal advice, so 
any legal questions should be directed to an attorney. Com-
plaints must be submitted to the Township Manager within 
180 calendar days of the alleged discriminatory act. To resolve 
the issue, the HRC may use persuasion, conferences, concili-
ation, mediation and/or a public hearing, if necessary.  

You do not have to be a resident of the Township to file 
a complaint; the Ordinance covers any discrimination that 
may occur here. There is no charge to file a complaint. The 
complaint form and complete Ordinance can be found online 
at www.CheltenhamTownship.org > Government > Citizen 
Committees > Human Relations Commission.   

The doors of the new Wyncote Elementary School are slated to 
open this August. The modern building replaces a 1950s structure 
that sat on the same five-acre site at 333 Rices Mill Road. 

The new two-story, 500-student capacity school will offer 85,000 
square feet, 28,000 more than the original. With the structure 
set back from the street, the property exterior features preserved 
trees and landscaping that complement the feel and integrity of 
the Wyncote neighborhood. Inside, teachers and students will en-
joy state-of-the-art learning tools, including 65-inch, smart, LCD 
teaching screens in all 33 classrooms. These panels, which look and 
feel like a TV, are the latest in smartboard technology. The building 
will also feature a full gymnasium with specially designed flooring 
and a cafetorium (a combination of cafeteria and auditorium) with 
performance stage and automated projection screen. 

To enhance school safety, visitors will enter the building through 
a monitored vestibule that leads directly into the Main Office. Be-
sides this one secured entry point, all other exterior doors will be 
locked during school hours. 

The Wyncote project is registered with U.S. Green Building Coun-
cil and qualifies for LEED Silver certification. Some of its environ-
mental considerations include:

• an east-west axis orientation for energy efficiency
• use of recycled demolition materials from the old school
• use of recycled content and regional materials
• energy-efficient HVAC system
• motion detection lighting controls. 

Stormwater management measures include underground perfo-
rated-pipe detention basins; bio-gardens; rainwater recapture sys-
tems; porous, rubber safety playground surfacing; porous paving; 
and permeable paving of parking spaces. 

The three-year construction project is on time and within bud-
get. Wyncote marks the District’s fourth elementary school con-
struction project since 2006, completing the modernization of all 
K-4 buildings to meet the educational and social needs of today’s 
learners. Public tours of the new Wyncote Elementary School will 
be scheduled for late August and advertised on the School District 
website www.Cheltenham.org.

This artistic rendering shows the front entrance of the 
new Wyncote Elementary School slated to open this 
August. 
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Sustainable Cheltenham Awards

To spotlight community members that significantly contribute 
to the Sustainable Cheltenham mission, the Township Environ-
mental Advisory Council (EAC) created the annual Sustainable 
Cheltenham Awards. The Sustainable Cheltenham campaign 
unites residents, businesses, institutions and other stakehold-
ers behind a shared vision for a more resilient and environmen-
tally active community, based on the ambitious, multi-year sus-
tainability plan adopted by the Board of Commissioners in 2013. 
Nominations for the 2015 awards will be accepted until May 8.

Eligible nominees include any Cheltenham Township residents, 
businesses, institutions or organizations. Self-nominations are 
encouraged. All sustainable improvements must have occurred 
in Cheltenham Township or have benefitted our community or 
region.

Nominations must reflect one or more of these ten sustainabil-
ity goals:

 1. Community Engagement 
2. Energy 
3. Mobility
4. Waste Reduction 
5. Ecological Stewardship
6. Sustainable Development 
7. Water Management 
8. Local Economy 
9. Healthy Living for All
10. Monitoring

 Nominations should describe any regional impact and include, 
if possible, measurements documenting the improvements.

Online nomination forms are available at www.Cheltenham-
Township.org > Sustainable Cheltenham.

Winners will be chosen by the EAC and recognized at a Chel-
tenham Township Board of Commissioners meeting and at Arts 
in the Park featuring Sustainable Cheltenham on June 7, 2015. For 
more information, contact the Public Information Office at 215-
887-6200, ext. 230.

911 is not just for emergencies any longer. All dispatch of Po-
lice officers is now handled through the 911 system. If you need 
an officer to respond to a scene for any reason, you must call 911. 
The Police business number 215-885-1600 should be used if you 
merely want information, not an officer.

If you call 911 for an emergency from a cell phone in the Town-
ship, please state that “I’m calling from Montgomery County” 
when the call-taker answers the phone. Your call will be picked up 
by the nearest cell tower. If that tower is located in Philadelphia, 
your call will be routed to the Philadelphia 911 center. Although 
that center will transfer the call to Montgomery County, the extra 
time it takes to identify the actual location, transfer the call and 
then repeat the incident information could make a life-or-death 
difference. Telling the 911 dispatcher that “I’m calling from Mont-
gomery County” at the outset will greatly reduce any delay in get-
ting the emergency assistance required.

Finally,  Cheltenham Police also offer two options for anony-
mously reporting tips about criminal activity in the community   
- online via www.CheltenhamTownship.org > Departments & Ser-
vices > Police Department and by calling 215-885-1600, ext. 777.

EIGHTH PAGE $275
QUARTER PAGE $425
HALF PAGE $695
FULL PAGE $1295

ADVERTISE IN THE CHELTENHAM NEWSLETTER!

NEWSLETTERS SENT OUT TO 
LOCAL CHELTENHAM RESIDENTS

CALL TO RESERVE YOUR SPACE!

215-538-0350
ADVERTISE IN THE CHELTENHAM NEWSLETTER!
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