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What’s Inside...

Capital Investment

U P D A T ECheltenham

Cheltenham is the beneficiary of more than $4 million in 
infrastructure investments, courtesy of the Pennsylvania 
Department of Transportation (PennDOT) and PECO. While one 
project is nearing completion and the other  just got underway, 
both promise long-term benefits to the community. However, 
both also impact roadway travel in the Township.

Greenwood Avenue Bridge
After two years of construction, the Greenwood Avenue Bridge 

over the SEPTA railroad tracks near the Jenkintown-Wyncote 
Train Station is scheduled to reopen in June 2014. PennDOT began 
replacing the 72-year-old, two-span bridge with a new one-span 
steel girder structure in June 2012 as part of a $5,447,161 project.

The new bridge will be 94 feet long and 48 feet wide and will 
carry three 11-foot-wide lanes and 5-foot-wide sidewalks. The 
walls on the new bridge will be adorned with a stone form liner 
that will be stained to match similar stone walls and buildings in 
the community. A decorative black fence also will be placed on 
the bridge and conduit will be installed for the future installation 
of decorative lights. Finally, new traffic signals will be installed at 
both ends of the bridge.

Spring/Summer 2014
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BRIDGE REOPENING. Although PennDOT’s replacement of the structurally deficient Greenwood 
Avenue Bridge near the Jenkintown-Wyncote Train Station took much longer than originally 
anticipated, the new steel girder structure is expected to open for business in June 2014. After the 
temporary bridge needed for utility lines over the railroad tracks is removed (March 2014, top photo), 
the final bridge will resemble the rendering at bottom.    

To receive regular email updates on roadwork projects in the 
Township, sign up for E-Notifications at:

www.CheltenhamTownship.org.



C heltenham update 2



Board of Commissioners
Harvey Portner,  President Ward 3
Melrose Court Apartments
1308 Willow Avenue, Apt. B01B • Elkins Park, PA 19027
215-635-3985 • hportner@cheltenham-township.org 

Morton J. Simon, Jr., Vice President Ward 6
8335 High School Road • Elkins Park, PA 19027
215-782-1530 • msimon@cheltenham-township.org

Art Haywood Ward 2
443 Rices Mill Road • Wyncote, PA 19095
215-887-5320 • ahaywood@cheltenham-township.org

Charles D. McKeown, Sr. Ward 7
424 Township Line Road • Cheltenham, PA 19012
215-379-2805 • cmckeown@cheltenham-township.org 

Daniel B. Norris Ward 5
236 Barclay Circle • Cheltenham, PA 19012
215-635-0383 • dnorris@cheltenham-township.org

Ann L. Rappoport, Ph.D. Ward 4
114 East Waverly Road • Wyncote, PA 19095
215-935-6575 • arappoport@cheltenham-township.org

Drew Sharkey Ward 1
524 Willow Grove Avenue • Glenside, PA 19038
215-370-3090 • dsharkey@cheltenham-township.org

Township Administration Building
8230 Old York Road, Elkins Park, PA 19027

Office Hours: 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., 
Monday through Friday

Phone: 215-887-1000
Web: www.CheltenhamTownship.org

Bryan T. Havir, Township Manager
Joseph M. Bagley, Solicitor

This publication is offered to residents, businesses and other community members 
of Cheltenham Township as a public service by the Board of Commissioners. Each 

Cheltenham Update is produced by the office of Public Information.
Nancy K. Gibson, Writer/Editor
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TOWNSHIP DIRECTORY...continued from cover

EIGHTH PAGE $275
QUARTER PAGE $425
HALF PAGE $695
FULL PAGE $1295

ADVERTISE IN THE CHELTENHAM NEWSLETTER!
NEWSLETTERS SENT OUT TO LOCAL CHELTENHAM RESIDENTS

CALL KAREN ROWLAND TO RESERVE YOUR SPACE! 215-538-0350

PECO Improvements
A $3.5 million PECO improvement project that will affect 

more than a dozen streets in the Township is underway 
through July 2014. As part of its commitment to provide safe, 
reliable natural gas service, PECO will be replacing existing 
natural gas main and service lines with new plastic pipe, which 
enhances safety, improves service and is more durable.

Below is the planned schedule for the work; however, dates 
are subject to change due to weather or other conditions that 
may arise in the field. Customers will receive a notification 
letter in advance of work in their area, which will include 
more details, and any PECO updates will be featured on the 
Township’s website www.CheltenhamTownship.org.

For more information, contact PECO at 610-941-1504.
Streets Est. Start Est. End
Stahr Rd. & York Rd. 3/10/14 3/19/14
Montgomery Ave. & Stahr Rd. 3/10/14 5/16/14
Park Ave. & Stahr Rd. 3/17/14 4/3/14
High School Rd. & Harrison Ave. 3/19/14 3/28/14
Park Ave. & Montgomery Ave. 3/31/14 4/2/14
Ashbourne Ave. 4/3/14 4/30/14
Union Ave. & Montgomery Ave. 4/4/14 4/21/14
Mill Rd. & Ashbourne Ave. 4/22/14 4/24/14
Spring Ave. & Cedar Rd. 4/25/14 5/15/14
Old York Rd. & Spring Ave. 5/1/14 5/5/14
Westminster Ave. & Church Rd. 5/6/14 5/22/14
Rambler Rd. & Spring Ave. 5/19/14 5/29/14
Harrison Ave. & Montgomery Ave. 5/19/14 6/13/14 
Gerard Ave. & Montgomery Ave. 5/23/14 6/12/14
Mill Rd. & Montgomery Ave. 5/30/14 6/11/14
Church Rd. 6/12/14 6/16/14
Church Rd. S 6/13/14 7/22/14
Old York Rd. & Church Rd. 6/16/14  TBA*
Green Briar Rd. & Old York Rd. 6/17/14  TBA*
Forest Hill Dr. & Aspen Way 7/1/14  TBA*

* To be announced
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From the Township Manager’s Desk
Dear Neighbor:

In January, I completed my first full year as Cheltenham Township Manager, which was a tremendous challenge. Fortunately, I had previously served this 
community as Assistant Township Manager for 14 years before stepping into the role of Acting Manager in July 2012. Prior to my career in Cheltenham, I was 
Evesham Township’s community development coordinator and held positions at Heritage Conservancy, a land trust; Warwick Township in Bucks County; the 
Montgomery County Planning Commission and South Whitehall Township in Lehigh County. Now I devote all my public administration, land planning and 
management experience to maintaining Cheltenham as a First Class municipal government.

Long-Range Objectives

Addressing the issues and problems that crop up day-to-day represents a large portion of the job. This winter’s series of snow and ice storms is a prime example. 
Again and again, our Public Works crews were plowing and salting 100 plus miles of Township roadways both day and night. They also cleared hundreds of 
downed trees and limbs during a February ice and snow storm that cut power to countless households. I want to thank our Emergency Management team, 
which launched a new Facebook page (www.facebook.com/CheltenhamTownshipEmergencyManagement) for just such critical events, and our Police, Fire 
and Emergency Medical Service personnel who worked countless hours to make sure residents, businesses and properties remained safe during the unusually 
active winter. To them and to all our volunteers and Township employees, I say a job well done.

In addition to the daily challenges, I am working with the Commissioners, Township Staff and volunteer citizen committees to achieve long-range objectives, 
such as implementing the Sustainability Plan. Sustainable Cheltenham asks everyone – residents, businesses, institutions and municipal government 
alike – to reshape their behaviors to create a more resilient and environmentally friendly community. The Township has already taken many steps towards 
sustainability:

• Purchasing Energy Star-rated equipment for needed replacements.

• Installing “cool roofs” on Police and Public Works Facilities.

• Introducing hybrid vehicles to the Township fleet when older vehicles are retired.

• Launching automated, single-stream recycling and electronics drop-off recycling at the Public Works 
Facility.

• Expanding riparian buffers along stream corridors, restoring stream banks and eradicating invasive 
plants in numerous Township parks.

We will continue implementing the multi-year Sustainable Cheltenham action plan, which is available 
at www.CheltenhamTownship.org. In addition, our Environmental Advisory Council has created 
Sustainable Cheltenham Awards to recognize those residents, businesses and institutions that have 
significantly contributed towards these efforts (see page 6).

Other priorities include working with our Economic Development Task Force and local chambers of commerce to attract new businesses to the Township 
to increase the commercial tax base and promote programs to restrain reliance on the residential tax base. A proposed new Zoning Ordinance (see page 8) 
could help promote that goal through more mixed-use development that is compatible with surrounding areas. The proposed draft ordinance, as well as the 
presentations from recent community meetings about it, are available under the “Proposed Zoning Ordinance” link at www.CheltenhamTownship.org. Any 
comments should be emailed to cheltenham@cheltenham-township.org.  

The Township’s aging infrastructure is another ongoing challenge. As required by Pennsylvania Act 537, the Board of Commissioners completed an official 
Sewage Facilities Plan for our aging sanitary sewer system in 2013. Cheltenham owns approximately 106 miles of sewer lines that convey most of our raw sewage 
as well as wastewater from four surrounding communities to the Philadelphia Northeast Wastewater Treatment Plant, which is owned by the city and operated 
by the Philadelphia Water Company. The plan features upgrades to the system in six priority phases at an estimated construction cost of over $23 million. 

To help fund such high-ticket items as well as other municipal improvements, I will continue to work with our federal and state legislative officials to actively 
pursue grant funding to help minimize the financial impact on local resources. Although economic difficulties have reduced grant opportunities in recent years, 
Cheltenham typically acquires over $500,000 in grants per year and often tops $1,000,000.

My Promise

I look forward to many more years as Township Manager in the place I also call my home. I will strive to preserve the many characteristics that make Cheltenham 
such a wonderful place to live, work and relax, along with the Commissioners, Township Staff and many wonderful volunteers, and endeavor to improve the 
quality of life in our community for both current residents and future generations. 

Respectfully,

Bryan T. Havir
Township Manager

Bryan T. Havir
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In this case, FOG is not a weather condition; it stands for Fats, 
Oil and Grease, and it poses a significant threat to the Township’s 
sanitary sewer system by potentially creating blockages in sewer 
pipes and other infrastructure.

FOG includes animal fat, cooking oils and food-related grease 
used or generated by food preparation. When cookware, dishware 
and kitchen equipment are washed, FOG enters the system with 
the wastewater. A short time after entering the drain, FOG begins 
to cool and separate, accumulating in drains, sewer pipes and 
sewer pump stations. Over time, FOG residue builds up, eventually 
causing blockages in sewer pipes, both in Township and privately 
owned systems. That can lead to increased maintenance costs, 
messy and costly overflows or backups, and potential health and 
environmental hazards. 

To combat this threat, the Board of Commissioners adopted 
an Ordinance in 2013 that regulates the main “producers” of 
FOG through permits, inspections, sampling and enforcement. 
Class 1 & Class 2 producers, which typically include restaurants, 
schools, private clubs, delis, churches and daycares, are required 
to obtain FOG permits from the Township. They have received 
letters from the Township explaining the new FOG Ordinance 
requirements. Average homeowners, as Class 3 producers, do not 
need FOG permits but are subject to the rest of the Ordinance’s 
provisions.

Reducing FOG at Home

Residents can help reduce FOG problems from home by following 
these tips:  

• Do not dispose of cooking grease down the sink, even if 
diluted with really hot water. While it may look like the 
grease will run smoothly through the system, it actually 
congeals and hardens as it cools, sticking to the inner lining 
of drainage pipes. Instead, pour grease into a can or other 
lidded, non-meltable container. (Caution: Make sure the 
storage container is cool before handling.) Cover it with a 
lid and reuse the container until full; then discard it in the 
trash.

• Wipe FOG residue from a pan or dish with a paper towel 
before washing the item, and throw that paper towel in the 
trash.

• Place a strainer in the kitchen sink drain to catch food 
scraps and other solids, and empty the strainer into the 
trash.

• Garbage disposal users should follow the same guidelines. 

BLOCKED SEWERS. Fats, oils and grease (FOG) down drains can restrict or 
totally block sewer pipes, potentially leading to messy and costly overflows and/
or backups of the sanitary sewer. A new FOG Ordinance establishes preventative 
measures to avoid those problems.

Fighting FOG

View the complete FOG Ordinance at 
www.CheltenhamTownship.org through the 

“Municipal Code” link on homepage by typing
 “FOG” into the “Quick Search” block. 

The Cheltenham Township Emergency Medical Service 
(EMS) invites residents to take advantage of an annual 
subscriber program that can save you money. Subscribers 
eliminate any out-of-pocket expenses, including deductible 
and co-pay obligations, for any emergency ambulance calls 
during the year. That can add up since the average emergency 
call costs over $850. However, EMS still bills Medicare or 
insurance to keep your expenses down.

Even better, subscriber fees support the 24/7, advanced 
life-support operations of EMS, including the latest life-
saving technology and constant training for the EMS team, 
to better protect you and your family. 

Residents can still subscribe to the 2014 program. The fees 
are $24 for a senior age 65 or over, $40 for an individual or $60 
for a family. Print the subscriber card from the Township’s 
website www.CheltenhamTownship.org > Departments 
& Services > Emergency Medical Service to mail with your 
check to: Cheltenham Township EMS, 8230 Old York Road, 
Elkins Park, PA 19027.  Or call the EMS business office at 215-
887-5925 to receive a card or to get more information.

EMS Subscribers
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Sustainable Cheltenham is a campaign that unites Township residents, 
businesses, institutions and other stakeholders behind a shared vision for 
a more resilient and environmentally friendly community. To recognize 
community members that significantly contribute to the Sustainable 
Cheltenham mission, the Township Environmental Advisory Council 
(EAC) has established an annual awards program.

Nominations must reflect one or more 
of the Ten Sustainability Goals:

1. Community Engagement 
2. Energy 
3. Mobility
4. Waste Reduction 
5. Ecological Stewardship
6. Sustainable Development 
7. Water Management 
8. Local Economy 
9. Healthy Living for All
10. Monitoring

 For the first year of the awards – 2014 – nominations may include any 
sustainable improvements implemented from 2007 to 2013. Thereafter, 
nominations will reflect efforts implemented during the prior calendar 
year.

Eligible nominees include Cheltenham Township residents, businesses, 
institutions or organizations. Self-nominations are encouraged. Online 
nomination forms must be submitted no later than April 25, 2014 from 
www.CheltenhamTownship.org > Sustainable Cheltenham.  

Award Criteria:
• The effort must be located in Cheltenham Township.

• The effort must benefit Cheltenham Township or this region.

• If possible, the nomination should provide some measurement to 
support the achievement of the goal(s).

• If applicable, the nomination should describe any regional impact 
of the effort.

Winners will be chosen by the EAC. Award recipients will be invited to 
attend a Cheltenham Township Board of Commissioners meeting and 
to Arts in the Park featuring Sustainable Cheltenham in early June to be 
recognized for their contributions.

For more information, contact the 
Public Information Office at 215-887-6200, ext. 230. 

Sustainable Cheltenham Awards
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Just for Seniors

Cheltenham’s older adults can enjoy a
 few exclusive perks courtesy of the following programs:

• Cheltenham Only TransNet – The Township covers the 
transportation cost for residents ages 65 and older to locations 
within the Township on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays from 
9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. via a partnership with Suburban Transit 
Network, Inc.,(TransNet) and the Montgomery County Office of 
Aging and Adult Services. In addition to any Township locale, the 
free shared- ride service includes The Pavilion shopping center in 
Abington and the Jenkintown-Wyncote Train Station. Riders must 
be registered with TransNet and schedule trips at least one day in 
advance. TransNet also offers seniors transportation at other times 
and destinations at discounted rates. For details about all TransNet 
offerings, call 215-542-7433.

• Aging at Home - A Community Network – All Cheltenham 
Township seniors are eligible to benefit from a new program 
to help older adults age with dignity in their homes and 
communities. The United Way of Greater Philadelphia and 
Southern New Jersey has launched a model, three-year pilot 
program designed to connect older adults with an array of local 
services that support their ability to age well at home, such as 
health screenings, chore assistance, transportation, volunteer 
placement opportunities and other resources. The local Visiting 
Nurse Association Community Services, Inc., is one of the 
coordinating agencies. To get more information for yourself or a 
loved one, call 215-302-9900.

• La Mott and Rowland Seniors – Active senior citizen clubs meet 
regularly at both community centers from September through June 
and always welcome 
new members. Club 
members enjoy a variety 
of entertainment and 
special events, including 
trips, guest speakers, 
games and more.  Fees 
are $5 annual dues plus 
$1.50 per meeting for 
Rowland seniors or $15 
annual dues for La Mott 
seniors. Call the La Mott 
Community Center 
at 215-635-3255 or the 
Rowland Community 
Center at 215-379-2233 to 
learn how you can join 
the fun.

• Live and Learn Series – The Older Adult Subcommittee (OAS) 
of the Township’s Substance Abuse and Mental Health 
Committee, one of its many citizen volunteer groups, plans 
to launch a Live and Learn series featuring topics of interest 
and need-to-know information to benefit the community’s 
older adults. First, the OAS conducted a survey to find out 
who our older adults are and what they may like to do. Now 
OAS is actively seeking partners to underwrite the cost of 
light meals to accompany the series. Look for Live and Learn 
f liers in our neighborhood libraries, the Township’s website  
www.CheltenhamTownship.org and local places of worship 
later this year.

 LINE DANCING. La Mott seniors strut their stuff 
in the dance studio at the La Mott Community 
Center as part of the La Mott seniors club.
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Since January 2014, the Township has hosted a series of community 
meetings to gather public input on a proposed new Zoning Ordinance. 
Once adopted, the Ordinance will guide all future development in the 
Township.

The genesis for the new Zoning Ordinance began in 2005 when the 
Township adopted a new Comprehensive Plan. An Ad-Hoc Zoning 
Subcommittee was established to draft a new Zoning Ordinance that 
is consistent with that plan, which it completed last year. Community 
meetings are reviewing various zoning changes proposed in the draft 
Ordinance for public feedback through April 2014. The results will 
be reported to the Commissioners through the Building and Zoning 
Committee, which will make recommendations to the full Board of 
Commissioners in late spring or early summer. The Township Planning 
Commission will review the draft before the Board of Commissioners 
ultimately conducts a Public Hearing – most likely this fall – to consider 
all recommendations and input before finally adopting the Zoning 
Ordinance. These meetings and hearing are additional opportunities for 
public comment.

Goals and Objectives
The primary goal of a new Ordinance is to guide the Township’s future 

development to implement specific community objectives:
• Preserve and enhance the existing commercial, residential, 

institutional, recreation and open space features of the Township 
to protect the quality of life of all residents.

• Enhance the Township’s economic assets by increasing the tax 
base and continuing the revitalization and redevelopment of both 
commercial and residential areas.

• Maintain and enhance the Township’s diverse residential 
neighborhoods and housing stock.

• Encourage additional commercial development that is compatible 
with surrounding areas.

• Accommodate office development that can provide employment 
opportunities and contribute to the Township’s tax base without 
sacrificing the residential character of the community.

• Provide a safe, efficient transportation system that balances 
automobile, pedestrian, bicycle and public transportation.

• Maintain existing industrial uses within the Township, while 
allowing new environmentally responsible and technologically 
advanced light industrial uses.

• Maintain and enhance the Township’s parks and recreation areas 
and improve access to and interconnection of open space.

• Enhance the efficient use of existing community facilities and the 
replacement of any obsolete ones.

• Protect and conserve the integrity of significant natural features 
of the Township, such as watercourses, floodplains, riparian areas, 
steep slopes, soils, woodlands and wetlands.

• Protect the unique historic resources that are located within the 
community and encourage the preservation, rehabilitation and 
restoration of these irreplaceable structures and landscapes.

The draft Zoning Ordinance and map are available online at 
www.CheltenhamTownship.org. Also look for the Public Hearing 

announcement online and on cable access channels 
(Comcast 42 and Verizon 1960) as well.

New Zoning Ordinance

Although the 2013 federal government shutdown has delayed the 
Tookany Creek Flood Damage Reduction Feasibility Study a few months, 
the final report from the Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE) should still be 
completed by this summer, according to an update provided to the Public 
Works Committee in February. 

The ACOE has focused on retention basins as showing the greatest 
potential to reduce the Township’s flooding issues. The ACOE is analyzing 
various basin configurations at 13 potential locations to maximize the 
benefits to the Township. Project costs and benefits will depend on the 
extent of excavation and water-storage capability for each basin. While 
implementing the recommendations would significantly reduce flooding 
events, the ACOE cautions that they would not completely eliminate the 
impact of 100-year storm events like Hurricane Irene and Tropical Storm 
Lee. 

The ACOE estimates annual flooding damages in the Township total 
about $2.3 million, combining residential, commercial and public 
structures. Theoretically, $7 million in federal funding could be available 
to the Township as long as overall project costs are less than or equal to 
the projected benefits. 

The environmental assessment along with the economic and 
engineering data should be completed in April. The next public review 
is also anticipated in April with the final report completed in July or 
August.

Glenside Flood Control

On the Glenside Flood Control front, the Township is waiting for the 
Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) to complete 
the final right-of-way design drawings needed for property acquisitions. 
DEP expects to finish those plans this summer.

Flood Study Update

PRELIMINARY MODELING. Although final analysis may produce different 
results, preliminary modeling by the Army Corps of Engineers indicated that these 
areas in yellow could potentially benefit from the use of flood detention basins 
during a 10-year event.
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Cedarbrook Middle School Relocation 
After more than a decade of managing a chronic and pervasive mold 

issue at Cedarbrook Middle School, in fall 2013 the School District Board 
determined that the only viable, long-term remedy was to construct a new 
middle school. A temporary facility relocation plan was developed under 
the direction of new Superintendent Dr. Natalie Thomas and with input 
from the Board, faculty, staff, students and all corners of the community. 
In March the District executed its multiphase transitional plan to 
relocate Cedarbrook students to three sites: 1) a designated space within 
Cheltenham High School, 2) Saint Joseph Parish School at 7631 Waters 
Road in Cheltenham and 3) 1331 Ivy Hill Road in Springfield Township.  

The District will explore the possibility of building a new structure 
that could temporarily house the full Cedarbrook student body until a 
new permanent building is completed. To move the Cedarbrook Middle 
School and other facility-based decisions forward, the District has 
assembled a Facilities Engagement Committee. Led by Dr. Ray Bavi, the 
School District’s Director of Support Services, the committee’s first task 
is to review and make recommendations concerning options for a new 
Cedarbrook Middle School. As recommendations are developed, the 
District will host community engagement sessions that will be open to 
the public and advertised on the District website www.Cheltenham.org.  

Facilities Safety Assessment
The School District has teamed up with safety and security experts 

from the Township and County to complete an extensive assessment of 
multiple District buildings. In October 2013, the Township’s Emergency 
Management team conducted thorough safety and security audits of 
CLASP, the District’s before and after school program. Audits included 
analysis of site entrances and exits, student drop-off and pick-up policies, 
staff identification procedures, internal and external communication 
processes, and evacuation processes. This February, the Montgomery 
County School Safety Manager began safety and security audits of four 
District buildings. The audit included analysis of building entry and exit 
points, school climate, visitor procedures, staff and student identification 
policies, building communication processes, and evacuation plans. 
Recommended improvements from both reviews will be used to help the 
District develop a comprehensive safety plan. 

Stay Informed
The District updates the community about District news and activities 

through several outlets:

• District website: www.Cheltenham.org. 

• Email notifications: Sign up for E-News to receive emails on school-
related information at www.Cheltenham.org/emailsignup.cfm.

• District Facebook: Like us at www.facebook.com/CheltenhamSD.

• Cable access channels: 42 (Comcast) and 1960 (Verizon). 

In addition, School District Legislative Board meetings, which are 
open to the public, are held on the second Tuesday of every month at 
the School District Administration Building, located at 2000 Ashbourne 
Road in Elkins Park. Meetings begin at 7:45 p.m. and are televised on the 
cable access channels. 

School District Notes
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Arbor Day Celebration
Friday, April 25 * 10:00 a.m. * Robinson Park, Greenwood Avenue & 
N. Bent Road, Wyncote
Children from area schools will sing songs and recite poetry about 
the importance of trees, and the Township will again be named 
a Tree City USA community and receive a Growth Award for its 
continued progress in community forestry. 
Information: 215-379-2233

Earth Day Activities
Saturday, April 26 * Various times & locations
Visit the Cheltenham Township website 
www.CheltenhamTownship.org for a list of clean-ups and other 
Earth Day activities happening around the community. 
Information: 215-887-6200, ext. 230

Things to Do This Spring

ARTS IN THE PARK. (Right) Last year’s 
Arts in the Park featured kooky and colorful 
“rompsters,” a unique type of marionette. This 
year’s event, which is slated for June 1 (rain date 
June 8) at High School Park in Elkins Park, will 
again draw 50 juried artisans but for the first 
time feature Sustainable Cheltenham.

EARTH DAY. (Left) Check the Township’s website 
www.CheltenhamTownship.org for a list of activities 
on April 26 in honor of Earth Day 2014. Last year’s 
efforts included a joint project with Abington to weed 
and tidy the plants beneath the mural on Keswick 
Avenue in Glenside.

Bike Rodeo 
Saturday, May 3 * 9:00 a.m. – Noon * Elkins Park Middle School, 
8149 New Second Street, Elkins Park
The Police Department’s professionally trained bike officers team 
up with its traffic safety experts to create a fun, noncompetitive 
atmosphere where youngsters can learn, practice and master safe 
bike-handling skills. 
Information: 215-885-1600, ext. 466 

Turtle Tour
Saturday, May 3 * 11:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. & Sunday, May 4 * 
11:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. * Various locations
Some of the community’s finest contemporary artists in various media 
invite the public to visit their studios during this self-guided tour. 
Information: 215-635-1714

Historic Lecture 
Thursday, May 8 * 7:30 p.m. * Curtis Hall, 1250 W. Church Road, 
Wyncote 
In honor of National Historic Preservation month, the 
Cheltenham Township Historical Commission and Jenkinstown 
Lyceum will present a free lecture. 
Information: 215-887-9159

Sundays in the Park
Sundays, May 18 – June 8 * 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m., fair weather only * 
Tookany Creek Parkway, between Central Avenue & 
Jenkintown Road, Cheltenham 
Outdoor enthusiasts can enjoy the roadway free from vehicle 
traffic for biking, skating, jogging, rollerblading and more. 
Information: 215-887-6200, ext. 227

Arts in the Park featuring Sustainable Cheltenham
Sunday, June 1 (rain date June 8) * 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.* High 
School Park, High School Road & Montgomery Avenue, Elkins Park 
High-quality wares from 50 juried artisans draw thousands to this 
annual event, which also features live music, children’s hands-on 
arts and crafts, a plant sale, moonbounce, hayrides, refreshments 
and more. This year’s event will also feature Sustainable 
Cheltenham award winners, student projects and more. 
Information: 215-782-8082 

Fishing Derby 
Saturday, June 7 * 9:00 a.m. – Noon * Kleinheinz Pond on Tookany 
Creek Parkway, Cheltenham 
A $2 entrance fee entitles youngsters up to age 15 to the use of a 
pole and line, one hot dog, one soda and a chance to win great 
prizes. Participants must bring their own bait. Children under age 
8 must be accompanied by an adult. 
Informtion: 215-379-2233

Art in Bloom
Saturday, April 26 * 5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. * Cheltenham Art Center, 
439 Ashbourne Road, Cheltenham * $25 per person
Area floral artists will choose a painting from the Annual Painting 
Show to create an imaginative floral display for this fund-raising 
event. Refreshments included. 
Information: 215-379-4660 

Downtown Glenside Arts Festival
Saturday, April 26 * Noon – 6:00 p.m.* Glenside Avenue & Easton 
Road, Glenside
The 1st Annual Downtown Glenside Arts Festival will celebrate 
Earth Day, Downtown Glenside and more. It will feature crafts, 
food, entertainment and a wine tasting as well as recognize the 
winners and participants of the Festival’s Art Contest and Earth 
Day clean-up volunteers. 
Information: 215-884-9900
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Summer Fun
Special Needs Note: Any Township resident with a disability 

wishing to attend a Township-sponsored program who is in need of an 
accommodation to access a Township building in order to participate 
in such program shall contact the Office of the Acting Director of 
the Department of Parks and Recreation at 215-887-6200 ext. 227, at 
least 72 business hours prior to the commencement of the program. 
Cheltenham Township is committed to providing equal access to 
Township-sponsored programs to all residents.

Cheltenham Township does not ordinarily provide vehicular 
transportation for persons of special needs to and from programs unless 
otherwise specified as part of a specific program. It is the Township’s 
policy that when vehicular transportation is provided by the Township 
as part of a specific program, the expenses for the transportation must 
be offset 100% by the program fees collected.

Cheltenham Township cannot provide refunds of program fees for 
time missed due to a change in plans, family vacation or a child’s 
illness. Cheltenham Township does not prorate for any of its programs. 
Cheltenham Township staff do not disburse or handle prescriptions 
or over-the-counter medication and are not trained to care for special 
needs children.

Cool Pools 
Conklin Pool - 15 E. Church Road, Elkins Park   

Glenside Pool - 185 Keswick Avenue, Glenside

Pool Hours
Noon to 8:00 p.m. every day, except July 4 and September 1 (Noon - 
6:00 p.m.), from Saturday, June 14 to Monday, September 1

2014 Season Fees 
Family ........................................................................................ $225 
Adult .......................................................................................... $105 
Youth/Student (ages 23 or under & full-time student) ........... $80  
Senior (ages 62 & over) ............................................................. $40  

Daily Fees 
Adult .......................................................................................... $5 
Youth .......................................................................................... $4 
Plus a $25 initial registration fee per person.  

Guest Fees Weekdays Weekends 
Adult $8 $10 
Youth  $7 $8

Registration 
Only Cheltenham Township residents are eligible. New applicants 

must provide a driver’s license, deed, mortgage or lease to prove 
residency. Birth certificates are required for all children. 

For greater convenience, last year’s members will be mailed 2014 
pool applications. They may register by mail ONLY IF nothing in 
their membership has changed. Past members who have any changes 
or additions to their old memberships must still register in person. 
Information: 215-887-6200, ext. 227.

Registration Times
Tuesdays - Thursdays, April 29 - June 12
Weekdays beginning June 16

9:00 a.m. – Noon * 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Township Administration Building only, 8230 Old York Road, Elkins Park 

Special Registrations 
Saturday, May 31 10:00 a.m. – Noon 
Monday, June 2 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
Saturday, June 14 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Tuesday, June 17 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
Thursday, June 26 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 

More Pool Fun
Adult water aerobics, children’s swim lessons and swim teams are 

available after the pool season starts. Plus, pool members may enjoy 
special activities: 

* Evening Water Carnivals at Glenside Pool on August 9 and 
Conklin Pool on August 16, offering silly, water-based games. 

* Family Bingo and Ice Cream Social at Conklin Pool on Tuesday, 
August 5 at 7:00 p.m.

* Flick’N’Float – where youngsters watch movies from their own 
floatation devices in the pool – at Glenside Pool on Friday, July 11 
and Conklin Pool on Tuesday, July 29. Gates open at 8:00 p.m.

Playground Program
Playgrounds 
La Mott * Renninger * Tookany * Wall Park
2014 Fees Resident Non Resident
1st child in family $350 $500
2nd child $325 No discount
Each additional child $300 No discount 
Participants must be ages 6 (or completed kindergarten) to 12.  

Eight-Week Schedule
Weekdays, June 23 - August 14 from 9:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m., except July 4  

COMMUNITY DAY. Last year’s Playground Program introduced 
campers to Police, Fire, Emergency Medical Service and Public Works 
personnel and vehicles to provide an up-close look at some of their 
community’s services. The summer program features a special theme 
every week, in addition to games, crafts, field trips and special events.
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Registration - Residents Only
Tuesday, June 3 - Thursday, June 5 from 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
At La Mott Community Center, 7420 Sycamore Avenue, La Mott 
For La Mott & Renninger Playgrounds 

At Rowland Community Center, 400 Myrtle Avenue, Cheltenham 
For Tookany & Wall Park Playgrounds 

Open registration will begin on Monday, June 9 on a first-come, first-
served basis at both community centers on weekdays from 9:00 a.m. - 
Noon and 1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. Information: 215-887-6200, ext. 227.

S.T.E.P. 
For ages 12 to 15, the seven-week Summer Teen Enrichment Program 
(STEP) features weekly trips, sports, crafts and community service 
projects.  

Schedule
Weekdays, June 23 - August 8 (except July 4) from 9:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
 Participants should bring their own lunches.

2014 Fee 
$900 per teen, trips included. Fee may be paid in two installments with 
$450 due at registration and the balance due by May 30, 2014.  

Registration 
Weekdays through May 30 from 9:00 a.m. - Noon, 1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
and 6:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. at both the La Mott and Rowland Community 
Centers. Space is limited to 40 participants. Information: 215-635-3255.

Kiddie Camp
For children ages 3 to 5 who are potty trained, Kiddie Camp features 
music, games, and arts and crafts. Both four-week sessions run weekdays 
from 9:00 a.m. - Noon for just $165 per child.

Locations and Dates
Rowland Community Center, 400 Myrtle Avenue, Cheltenham 
June 23 - July 18
Glenside Hall, 185 S. Keswick Avenue, Glenside 
July 21 - August 15   

Registration 
For Rowland Community Center: Tuesday, June 3 - Thursday, June 5 
from 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. If any spots are still available, registration 

will continue weekdays beginning June 9 from 9:00 a.m. - Noon and 
1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
For Glenside Hall: Tuesday, June 3 from 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. Call 
Rowland Community Center after June 3 about any available spots. 

Only 30 participants accepted per site; only Cheltenham Township 
residents are eligible. For more information, call the Rowland 
Community Center at 215-379-2233. 

Spring Adult Tennis
Tennis beginners, and players who need lots of improvement in their 

game, ages 17 and older can sign up for evening instruction this spring. 
Classes will meet once a week – either Mondays or Wednesdays – at the 
Wall Park Tennis Courts, located at 1 Wall Park Drive in Elkins Park, 
from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. The program will run six weeks from May 5 
through June 16, except May 26.  Players should bring their own rackets 
and water bottles. The fee is $50 for residents or $70 for non-residents.

Registration
Weekdays until May 2 from 9:00 a.m. - Noon, 1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. and 
6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
La Mott Community Center, 7420 Sycamore Avenue in La Mott
Rowland Community Center, 400 Myrtle Avenue in Cheltenham. 

Movie in the Park 
Bring lawn chairs or blankets to enjoy watching Ender’s Game [PG-

13] under the stars on Friday, May 16 beginning at 8:30 p.m. at Curtis 
Arboretum, 1250 W. Church Road in Wyncote. The park opens at 
8:00 p.m. The fee is $5 per person, but children ages 3 and under are 
free. Children ages 13 and under must be accompanied by an adult. 
Refreshments will be available for purchase.  For more information, call 
215-887-6200, ext. 227.

Concerts in the Park
Cheltenham Township is once again offering a free concert series this 

summer on Sundays at beautiful Curtis Arboretum, the 45-acre park 
located at Church Road and Greenwood Avenue in Wyncote. Lawn 
chairs, blankets and picnic suppers are welcome, but no alcohol is 
permitted. 

All performers will play two 45-minute sets starting at 5:00 p.m. In 
case of rain, the concerts will be held inside Curtis Hall. This year’s 
scheduled dates are June 29, July 13, July 27, August 10 and August 
24. The major sponsor of this very popular concert series program is 
Einstein Medical Center Elkins Park. Information: 215-887-6200, ext. 
227.

Community Centers
Year-round fun is on tap at the Township’s two community centers, La 

Mott and Rowland. Both offer indoor, full-length basketball courts and 
game rooms equipped with billiards, table tennis and more. La Mott’s 
game room includes arcade games, air hockey and other table games.

Annual memberships, which are good for both centers, are $20 
for children ages 6 through 17 and $25 for adults. Only Cheltenham 
Township residents are eligible.  

Summer Fun

KIDDIE CAMP. Kiddie campers 
at Glenside Hall pause in their 
artistic pursuits to smile for the 
camera. Two four-week sessions 
for potty-trained youngsters 
ages 3 to 5 are available for 
residents every summer.
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Drop-Off Programs

Montgomery County offers several free drop-off programs for residents to 
properly dispose of unwanted items:

• Paper Shredding - Montgomery County and the Waste System 
Authority of Eastern Montgomery County, in conjunction with Shred 
One Security Corp, will sponsor free community shredding events this 
year. The closest event will be held on Saturday, June 21 from 9:00 a.m. 
to noon at Copper Beech Elementary School on 825 N. Easton Road in 
Glenside. 

• Household Hazardous Waste – Six free residential collection events will 
be held in 2014 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., rain or shine. Workers even 
unload all vehicles. The closest event will be held on Sunday, July 20 at 
Abington Junior High School at 970 Highland Avenue in Abington, but 
please enter on Tyler Road.

• Medicines - Montgomery County has established permanent locations 
where the public may responsibly dispose of unused and unwanted 
prescription drugs at no cost. Do not flush medication down the toilet 
or sink, since sewer systems cannot remove all trace of these substances 
from the water that is released into the environment. Note: Needles 
and other sharp items are not accepted. The closest medicine drop-off 
location is the Abington Police Department at 1166 Old York Road in 
Abington.

For additional information about any of these programs 
or to view an A-Z recycling guide, visit 

www.MontgomeryCountyRecycles.org or call 610-278-3618.

Community Connections

Community Connections provides services to people who need them most, 
where they need them most – in their community. Montgomery County has 
opened four one-stop service centers that can provide residents in need of 
some type of human services with information and assistance in identifying 
what is available. Health, housing, senior support, child care, employment, 
veterans affairs, protective services, developmental disabilities and behavioral 
needs are examples of the services available. Best of all, the assistance is free.

The Willow Grove Office, located in the Courthouse Annex at 102 N. York 
Road, is open weekdays from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Contact them at 215-784-5482.

Youth Aid Panel

A unique diversionary program in Montgomery County helps first time 
juvenile offenders take responsibility for their actions and move forward in 
a more positive direction with assistance from local community volunteers. 
Youth Aid Panels, a well established, highly successful program of the 
Montgomery County District Attorney’s Office, needs volunteers for the 
Cheltenham Township area. 

County residents ages 18 or older who have lived in the county for at least 
a year may serve as volunteer panelists. Panelists must have a clean criminal 
record and complete a 15 hour training program. However, applicants can 
not include school officials, anyone employed in law enforcement, or those 
seeking or presently holding public office.

Interested volunteers should contact Program Coordinator Tom Haney 
at 610-277-8909, ext. 7105. For more information, or to obtain a volunteer 

application, visit the Youth Aid Panel link at 
www.MontcoMediation.net.

Montgomery County News

CALL TODAY FOR 
A FREE QUOTE!

THE SOURCE FOR ALL YOUR 
PRINTING NEEDS!

Creative Color 
Graphics is proud 

to publish the 
Cheltenham Update.

351 West Broad Street
Quakertown, PA 18951

215-538-0350
www.ccgprint.com
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Cheltenham residents have access to a wealth of services and options 
that may be unknown to many. Check out some of the hidden gems 
on the list below:

• Richard Wall House Museum – Offering a unique glimpse 
into community history, the house was built by Richard Wall, 
a Quaker whose land purchase from William Penn was one 
of 14 that eventually formed today’s Township. Dated 1682 
and listed on state and national historic registers, the house 
museum features four floors of exhibits, a springhouse, a 
smoke house and a carriage house. Standing displays include 
a Roaring 20s room, an extensive 19th century tool collection, 
fashion displays, a Colonial bedroom and kitchen, a military 
exhibit and a nursery featuring a homemade, electrified 
dollhouse that stands 5’ tall. The museum, located at Church 
Road and Wall Park Drive just west of Old York Road in Elkins 
Park, is open on Sundays from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. Group 
tours are available by appointment. The Cheltenham Township 
Historical Commission, which oversees the house museum, 
welcomes donations of historic items in good condition for the 
museum’s collection. For more information, call 215-887-9159.

• Curtis and Glenside Halls – When searching for a great 
location for weddings, parties or meetings, consider Curtis and 
Glenside Halls. 

Elegant Curtis Hall was once the music room in the lavish estate 
of publishing magnate Cyrus H.K. Curtis. Situated in a lovely 
45-acre arboretum with rolling hills, two ponds and over 50 tree 
varieties, Curtis Hall offers a uniquely beautiful setting at 1250 
W. Church Road in Wyncote. The interior features a gorgeous 
ornate ceiling crowning a ballroom with parquet hardwood 
floors. It can seat up to 120 without a dance floor or 100 with 
a small dance floor. The patio offers seating for an additional 
30 people for an overall maximum of 150. A scenic garden area 
adjacent to the hall is a popular spot for wedding ceremonies. 
Kitchen facilities, a stage, ample parking and handicapped 
access to the main floor are available.

Offering a more casual atmosphere and larger space, Glenside 
Hall is great for family-style affairs and wedding receptions. 
Built to honor World War I veterans, the main hall of the two-
story building has hardwood floors and can accommodate up to 
180 without a dance floor or 150 with a small dance floor. Kitchen 
facilities, a stage, on-street parking and handicapped access are 
available.

For rental information about both halls, call 215-885-2428.

• High School Park – Once the site of the dilapidated former 
high school, the 11+ acre park in Elkins Park now boasts a 
native garden, meadow, walking trail and wonderful special 
outdoor events, like the popular Arts in the Park on June 1. The 

Hidden Treasures

Friends of High School Park (FHSP), a non-profit volunteer 
organization, works in cooperation with the Township to 
create, manage and preserve the park for the enjoyment of 
the community. Since 1995, the group has planted hundreds 
of native plants, while digging out invasive weeds. But the 
battle against invasive invasion never ends. Consequently, the 
FHSP invites the public to “Adopt-A-Spot,” meaning a 10’ x 
10’ area in the park. In addition to learning how to effectively 
keep invasive plants at bay and use native plants to enhance 
the ecosystem, volunteers can enjoy some outdoor exercise 
in beautiful surroundings. Call the FHSP at 215-782-8082 for 
more information.

• Cheltenham Center for the Arts (CCA) – Offering spring and 
fall classes in various media, summer youth camps, theater 
programs, a monthly jazz series and regular exhibits featuring 
local and regional artists, CCA provides a creative environment 
to learn new skills and explore new ways of seeing the 
world. Located at 439 Ashbourne Road in Cheltenham, 
CCA galleries are also available for rent starting at $250 an 
event. For complete details, call 215-379-4660 or visit www.
CheltenhamArts.org.

• Glenside Farmers Market – Providing customers with locally 
grown, high quality foods and crafts directly from the grower 
or producer, the outdoor Glenside Farmers Market resumes 
Saturday operations on April 26 until November 22 from 9:00 
a.m. - 1:00 p.m. at the Glenside Train Station, located at the 
corner of Easton Road and Glenside Avenue.

WALL HOUSE MUSEUM. A handmade, 5 foot dollhouse featuring working lights 
is a unique treasure in the nursery display at the Richard Wall House Museum. 
The house museum in Elkins Park is open for tours to view this and many other 
extraordinary exhibits on Sundays from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
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