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this section functions as the sustainability resource guide for Cheltenham township and is useful 
in understanding Cheltenham’s sustainability plan goals.  this is not an all-inclusive list; relevant 
information is highlighted for each section.  as new or updated information is obtained, it can be 
included in this resource.

Community Engagement
the key to any sustainability effort is communication 
and education.  Citizens must be made aware of the 
value of their efforts.  this will make it easier to garner 
support and dispel any negative perceptions.

HElpful lInkS:

•	 Federal tax Credits, http://www.energystar.gov/in-
dex.cfm?c=tax_credits.tx_index

•	 education for sustainable Development toolkit, 
http://www.esdtoolkit.org

•	 empowerment institute: the low Carbon Diet, 
http://www.empowermentinstitute.net/lcd/lcd_
files/Cool_america.html

•	 the natural step Framework, http://www.natu-
ralstep.org/it/usa

•	 sustainable Communities network, http://www.
sustainable.org/

•	 energy education, inc., http://www.energyeduca-
tion.com/ourservices/tabid/58/Default.aspx

•	 schools for energy efficiency, http://www.seepro-
grams.com/overview.htm

•	 epa it’s easy being green-guide to planning environ-
mentally aware events, http://www.epa.gov/osw/
wycd/grn-mtgs/gm-bklt.pdf

•	 green event planning guide, http://sustainability.
ucsb.edu/purchasing/docs/pubs/bridging-the-gap-
green-event-manual.pdf

•	 sustainable Communities network’s “how to plan a 
sustainable event,” http://www.sustainable.org/in-
formation/susevent.html

•	 sustainable green pages, http://www.nesea.org/
sgp/

•	 planet green, http://planetgreen.discovery.com/

•	 griD magazine, http://www.gridphilly.com/

•	 arcadia university’s green report Card 2011-12, 
http://www.arcadia.edu/goinggreen
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Energy
energy usage, energy production and the related green-
house gas issues are critical in the discussion of sustain-
ability in Cheltenham township.  

Energy Data for Township Buildings (Based on 
DVRPC Energy Analysis Toolkit): the purpose of the 
toolkit is to provide local governments with the ability to 
generate an energy use, cost and ghg emissions base-
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line of local government operational sectors using en-
ergystar portfolio manager data and other eXCel-based 
programs.  

“Cheltenham Township building energy data is currently 
being compiled by DVRPC through the Direct Technical 
Assistance Program grant.  Once this process has been 
completed these charts will be finalized.”
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Energy Data for the Township Fleet (Based on DVRPC 
Energy Analysis Toolkit): the purpose of the toolkit is to 
provide local governments with the ability to generate 
an energy use, cost and ghg emissions baseline of local 
government operational sectors using energystar portfo-
lio manager data and other eXCel-based programs.  
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Total Cost
streetlights $ 367,792.91
traffic signals $  30,144.05

Streetlights
energy Costs $ 100,995.83
tap Fee $ 266,797.08
total Cost $ 367,792.91

Traffic Signals
energy Costs $  27,540.05
tap Fee $    2,604.00
total Cost $  30,144.05

Streetlighting CostsTotal Outdoor Lighting
Cost - Township-Wide

Tra�c Signal Costs

Tra�c Signals 10%Streetlights 90% Tap Fee 73%Energy Cost 27% Tap Fee 6%Energy Cost 94%
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Energy Data for Township Outdoor Lighting (Based 
on DVRPC Energy Analysis Tool): the purpose of the 
toolkit is to provide local governments with the ability to 
generate an energy use, cost and ghg emissions base-
line of local government operational sectors using en-
ergystar portfolio manager data and other eXCel-based 
programs.  
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Summary of Township Energy Data (Based on DVRPC 
Energy Analysis Tool): the purpose of the toolkit is to 
provide local governments with the ability to generate 
an energy use, cost and ghg emissions baseline of local 
government operational sectors using energystar port-
folio manager data and other eXCel-based programs. 

EnERGY COST

EnERGY COnSUMPTIOn

GHG EMISSIOnS

Buildings 18%

Water/Wastewater 0%

Vehicles 45%

Outdoor Lighting 37%

Buildings 26%

Water/Wastewater 0%

Vehicles 58%

Outdoor Lighting 16%

Buildings 25%

Water/Wastewater 0%

Vehicles 47%

Outdoor Lighting 28%

“Cheltenham Township building energy data is currently 
being compiled by DVRPC through the Direct Technical 
Assistance Program grant.  Once this process has been 
completed these charts will be finalized.”
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Regional GHG Emissions Data from the DVRPC 
Regional GHG Inventory Report: the full report and a 
description of the methodology used can be found on 
the DVrpC website at http://www.dvrpc.org/energycli-
mate/inventory.htm

Total Regional GHG Emissions 87.5 MMT
Per Capita GHG Emissions 15.9 MT

DVRPC Region

Total National GHG Emissions 7,260 MMT
Per Capita GHG Emissions 24.5 MT

United States
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QuOTEd frOm THE dVrpC rEgIOnal gHg InVEnTOry 
rEpOrT fOr mapS SHOwn On pagE 18 and 19:

Figure 7 shows how the municipalities in the region 
differ from each other in density of population and em-
ployment. Figure 8 and Figure 9 illustrate the results of 
the municipality level greenhouse gas emissions allo-
cation and their relationship to density in two different 
views.

Figure 8 shows greenhouse gas emissions per acre by 
municipality for the DVrpC region.  as might be expect-
ed, the denser areas of the region produce more of the 
emissions, as these are the areas where people live and 
where businesses are located.

Figure 9 shows the allocated greenhouse gas emissions 
at the municipality level normalized by the sum of 
population and employment, which together serve to 
indicate the level of human activity. this view indicates 

a clear correlation between municipalities with higher 
density of population and employment, and lower per 
capita greenhouse emissions. in general, these munici-
palities have amenities closer together than municipal-
ities with less dense population and employment. this 
allows shorter trips, and the ability to walk for some trips 
that might require driving in less dense municipalities. 
in addition, these municipalities may provide sufficient 
density to make mass transit feasible for some residents 
and employees. in addition, residential and commercial 
buildings may be smaller per capita or employee, and 
may be directly connected to adjacent housing or busi-
nesses (e.g., rowhouses or businesses with apartments 
above them), providing the energy efficiency benefits 
of shared walls. Further analysis of the data would be 
required to develop a better understanding of these 
relationships.

Source : DVRPC 2010

RELATIVE COnTRIBUTIOn OF EMISSIOn SOURCES TO TOTAL DVRPC AnD nATIOnAL GHG EMISSIOnS BY SOURCE CATEGORY - 2005
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Energy Use and Emissions Totals for Cheltenham Town-
ship (Based on DVRPC Regional GHG Emission Report):

Sector
Total Energy 

Use Billion 
BTU (BBTU)

Total GHG  
Emissions  

(MTCO2eq.)
residential 1,914 148,885
Commercial 502 54,306
industrial 354 50,665
mobile-highway 1,617 118,716
mobile transit 42 4,417
non-energy ghg na 30,939
Total 4,428 407,928
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HElpful lInkS:

american solar energy society, http://www.ases.org/ 

energy star home program, http://www.energystar.gov/
index.cfm?c=home_improvement.hm_improvement_
index

energy star buildings and plants, http://www.energystar.
gov/index.cfm?c=business.bus_index

green power partnership, http://www.epa.gov/green-
power/

environmental impacts of electricity generation, http://
www.epa.gov/cleanenergy/energy-and-you/affect/in-
dex.html

green power locator, http://www.epa.gov/greenpower/
pubs/gplocator.htm

power profiler, http://www.epa.gov/cleanenergy/ener-
gy-and-you/how-clean.html

greenhouse gas equivalencies Calculator, http://www.
epa.gov/cleanenergy/energy-resources/calculator.html

emissions & generation resource integrated Database, 
http://cfpub.epa.gov/egridweb/

green power benefits, http://www.epa.gov/greenpower/
buygp/index.htm

energy saver, http://energy.gov/energysaver/ener-
gy-saver

top 5 reasons to be energy efficient, http://ase.org/re-
sources/top-5-reasons-be-energy-efficient

home energy audit, http://ase.org/resources/home-en-
ergy-audit

home energy Checklist, http://www.aceee.org/consum-
er/home-energy-checklist

american Council for energy efficiency economy: Con-
sumer resources, http://www.aceee.org/consumer

local government and municipal energy assistance, 
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/commu-
nity/local_government/10404

pennsylvania public utility Commission Consumer info 
http://www.puc.state.pa.us/consumer_info.aspx

pennsylvania public utility Commission approved green 
energy suppliers, http://www.papowerswitch.com/
ways-to-save-energy/renewable-energy-resources/

household Carbon Footprint Calculator, http://www.
epa.gov/climatechange/ghgemissions/ind-calculator.
html

home weatherization, http://energy.gov/public-ser-
vices/homes/home-weatherization

Residential 37%

Commercial 13%

Industrial 12%

Mobile-Highway 29%

Mobile Transite 1%

Non-Energy GHG 8%
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Mobility
no discussion of sustainability can take place without 
considering mobility.  reducing vehicle miles traveled 
can significantly reduce the township’s greenhouse gas 
emissions, pollution emissions and also encourage res-
idents to live a healthier lifestyle by walking and biking 
more often.

Cheltenham Township SEPTA Bus Lines
bus route
Xh broad-erie to Cheltenham ogontz
80 express horsham to olney transportation Center
55 willow grove & Doylestown to olney transportation Center
22 warminster & willow grove to olney transportation Center
18 Fox Chase to Cedarbrook plaza
16 City hall to Cheltenham-ogontz
6 Cheltenham-ogontz to olney transportation Center

28 Fern rock transportation Center to torresdale-Cottman
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UnITED STATES COMMUTInG PATTERnS (BASED On 2010 CEnSUS DATA) PEnnSYLVAnIA COMMUTInG PATTERnS (BASED On 2010 CEnSUS DATA)

Bike 0.5%
Regional Rail 0.5%

Other 1.3%
Walk 2.8%

Home 4.1%
Bus/Trolley 4.3%

Carpool 10.4%

Drive Alone 76%

Bike 0.4%
Regional Rail 0.8%

Other 1%
Home 3.5%

Walk 4%
Bus/Trolley 4.4%

Carpool 9.4%

Drive Alone 76.4%

Bike 0.3%
Other 0.7%

Bus/Trolley 1.6%
Regional Rail 3.1%

Walk 3.1%
Home 4%

Carpool 7.8%

Drive Alone 79.5%

Bike 0.4%
Other 0.5%
Home 3.7%

Walk 4%
Bus/Trolley 4.3%

Regional Rail 6.2%

Carpool 9.2%

Drive Alone 71.7%

MOnTGOMERY COUnTY COMMUTInG PATTERnS (BASED On 2010 CEnSUS DATA) CHELTEnHAM COMMUTInG PATTERnS (BASED On 2010 CEnSUS DATA)
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Commuting 
Patterns

Cheltenham Township

Top 50 Commute 
Destinations by Zip Code

for Chelthenham Residents
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SuStainability ReSouRceS

Electric Vehicle Data for Cheltenham and the Region 
Provided by a DVRPC Study:  For more information 
on this data and other DVrpC alternative fuel vehicle 
information visit http://www.dvrpc.org/energyclimate/
alternativeFuelVehicles.htm
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www.Cheltenhamtownship.org

helpful links:

international walk to school in the usa, http://www.
walktoschool.org/

national Center for bicycling and walking, http://www.
bikewalk.org/saferoutestoschool.php

national Center for safe routes to school, http://www.
saferoutesinfo.org/

safe routes to school national partnership, http://safer-
outespartnership.org/

smart ways, http://www.epa.gov/smartway/

greener Driving tips, http://www.greenercars.org/driving-
tips.htm

6 ways to save gas, http://www.greendrivingusa.com/
sixtips.html

Fuel economy resources, http://www.fueleconomy.gov/

Legend
Municipal Boundaries
High Volume Interchanges: 1 Mile Buffer
Roadways with Daily Volume 30,000+

DVRPC Employment Centers
Employment per Acre

5 or under
5 to 10
10 to15
15 to 20
Over 20
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Royersford

DARBY

Pennsburg

Telford

Kennett Square

Conshohocken

Bridgeport

Rose Valley

Newtown

VALLEY
Narberth

West GroveAvondale

Penndel
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Sources: DVRPC, 2000, 2009, 2011, 2012; FAA, 2009; Hoovers, 2011; Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection, 2012; Pennsylvania Department of Health and Public Welfare, 2005; Philadelphia City Planning Commission, 2005, 2010; National Research Bureau, 2004; US Census Bureau 2006-2010.

Areas with Highest Potential for 
Public and Workplace Charging
Based on High Volume Interchanges and Roads, 
Employment Density, and Major Destinations K
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aCeee’s green book, http://www.greenercars.org/green-
book.htm

bicycle Coalition of greater philadelphia, http://www.
bicyclecoalition.org/

greater philadelphia’s regional trail network, http://con-
nectthecircuit.org/

trail link by rails to trails Conservancy, http://www.
traillink.com/

rideshare Community, http://www.ridester.com/

erideshare, http://www.erideshare.com/

iCarpool, http://www.icarpool.com/

pickup pal, http://www.pickuppal.com/pup/intro.html

septa regional rail, http://www.septa.org/service/rail/

septa trip planner, http://airs1.septa.org/bin/query.
exe/n?s=From?&SALL=1&z=To?&ZALL=1&getstop=1&-
date=9/19/12&time=10:25%20AM&

http://www.walktoschool.org/
http://www.walktoschool.org/
http://www.bikewalk.org/saferoutestoschool.php
http://www.bikewalk.org/saferoutestoschool.php
http://www.saferoutesinfo.org/
http://www.saferoutesinfo.org/
http://saferoutespartnership.org/
http://saferoutespartnership.org/
http://www.epa.gov/smartway/
http://www.greenercars.org/drivingtips.htm
http://www.greenercars.org/drivingtips.htm
http://www.greendrivingusa.com/sixtips.html
http://www.greendrivingusa.com/sixtips.html
http://www.fueleconomy.gov/
http://www.greenercars.org/greenbook.htm
http://www.greenercars.org/greenbook.htm
http://www.bicyclecoalition.org/
http://www.bicyclecoalition.org/
http://connectthecircuit.org/
http://connectthecircuit.org/
http://www.traillink.com/
http://www.traillink.com/
http://www.ridester.com/
http://www.erideshare.com/
http://www.icarpool.com/
http://www.pickuppal.com/pup/intro.html
http://www.septa.org/service/rail/
http://airs1.septa.org/bin/query.exe/en?s=From?&SALL=1&z=To?&ZALL=1&getstop=1&date=9/19/12&time=10:25 AM&
http://airs1.septa.org/bin/query.exe/en?s=From?&SALL=1&z=To?&ZALL=1&getstop=1&date=9/19/12&time=10:25 AM&
http://airs1.septa.org/bin/query.exe/en?s=From?&SALL=1&z=To?&ZALL=1&getstop=1&date=9/19/12&time=10:25 AM&
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LansdaleLOWER POTTSGROVE

WEST NORRITON
Phoenixville

Bristol

EAST CALN

Trappe

UPPER CHICHESTER

Oxford

Perkasie

THORNBURY

UPPER SOUTHAMPTON

LOWER SOUTHAMPTON

UPPER PROVIDENCE

Tullytown

Yeadon

UPPER POTTSGROVE

Trainer

Chalfont

Morrisville

NETHER PROVIDENCE
Folcroft

Doylestown
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New Hope
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New Britain
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Dublin
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Red Hill
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Telford
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Spring City
Royersford

DARBY

Pennsburg

Telford

Kennett Square
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Bridgeport

Rose Valley

Newtown

VALLEY
Narberth

West GroveAvondale

Penndel

Jenkintown

Ivyland

Langhorne

North Wales

LOWER CHICHESTER

Modena

West Conshohocken

Silverdale

Hulmeville

Honey Brook

Langhorne Manor

East Greenville

Rockledge

Schwenksville

Green Lane

Trumbauersville

Richlandtown

Millbourne

Sources: DVRPC, 2012; PA DEP, 2012; PennDOT, 2012; U.S. Census Bureau American Community Survey, 2006-2010 5-Year Estimates.

Areas with Highest Potential for 
Electric Vehicle Ownership
Score by Census Block Group based on 
Household Income and Current Ownership 
of Hybrid or Electric Vehicles
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public transit in your Community, http://www.pub-
lictransportation.org/tools/local/Pages/Pennsylvania.
aspx#a51

Fuel savings Calculator, http://www.publictransportation.
org/tools/fuelsavings/Pages/default.aspx

Carbon savings Calculator, http://www.publictransporta-
tion.org/tools/carbonsavings/Pages/default.aspx

google maps transit, http://www.google.com/intl/en/
landing/transit/#mdy

public transit Facts at a glance, http://www.publictrans-
portation.org/news/facts/Pages/default.aspx

transportation, Climate Change and public health, 
http://www.apha.org/NR/rdonlyres/C09561E4-CAF2-4917-
A231-9207A4C1DB4E/0/ClimateChangeTranspFactSheet.
pdf

the hidden health Costs of transportation, http://www.
apha.org/NR/rdonlyres/B96B32A2-FA00-4D79-99AB-
F0446C63B254/0/TheHiddenHealthCostsofTransportation-
Backgrounder.pdf

http://www.publictransportation.org/tools/local/Pages/Pennsylvania.aspx#a51
http://www.publictransportation.org/tools/local/Pages/Pennsylvania.aspx#a51
http://www.publictransportation.org/tools/local/Pages/Pennsylvania.aspx#a51
http://www.publictransportation.org/tools/fuelsavings/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.publictransportation.org/tools/fuelsavings/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.publictransportation.org/tools/carbonsavings/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.publictransportation.org/tools/carbonsavings/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.google.com/intl/en/landing/transit/#mdy
http://www.google.com/intl/en/landing/transit/#mdy
http://www.publictransportation.org/news/facts/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.publictransportation.org/news/facts/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.apha.org/NR/rdonlyres/C09561E4-CAF2-4917-A231-9207A4C1DB4E/0/ClimateChangeTranspFactSheet.pdf
http://www.apha.org/NR/rdonlyres/C09561E4-CAF2-4917-A231-9207A4C1DB4E/0/ClimateChangeTranspFactSheet.pdf
http://www.apha.org/NR/rdonlyres/C09561E4-CAF2-4917-A231-9207A4C1DB4E/0/ClimateChangeTranspFactSheet.pdf
http://www.apha.org/NR/rdonlyres/B96B32A2-FA00-4D79-99AB-F0446C63B254/0/TheHiddenHealthCostsofTransportationBackgrounder.pdf
http://www.apha.org/NR/rdonlyres/B96B32A2-FA00-4D79-99AB-F0446C63B254/0/TheHiddenHealthCostsofTransportationBackgrounder.pdf
http://www.apha.org/NR/rdonlyres/B96B32A2-FA00-4D79-99AB-F0446C63B254/0/TheHiddenHealthCostsofTransportationBackgrounder.pdf
http://www.apha.org/NR/rdonlyres/B96B32A2-FA00-4D79-99AB-F0446C63B254/0/TheHiddenHealthCostsofTransportationBackgrounder.pdf
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Waste Management
Cheltenham is concerned with its waste production. it 
aims to reduce total tonnage produced, increase reuse, 
and increase diversion to recycling streams.

CHELTEnHAM REFUSE AnD RECYCLInG SCHEDULE

Cheltenham Waste Generation and Recycling Data 
(provided by the Cheltenham EAC):
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HElpful lInkS:

Cheltenham township recycling guidelines, http://chel-
tenhamtownship.org/pView.aspx?id=3293&catid=29

montgomery County’s household hazardous waste 
Collection program, http://www2.montcopa.org/montco/
cwp/view,a,3,q,74873.asp

tips for effective Composting,

http://www.ext.colostate.edu/pubs/garden/07212.pdf

http://www.epa.gov/epawaste/conserve/rrr/composting/
science.htm

101 ways to reduce waste, http://www.deq.pima.gov/
waste/101ways.html

building materials reuse association, http://www.bmra.
org/listings/browse-by-state?catid=54

planet reuse, http://www.planetreuse.com/

http://cheltenhamtownship.org/pView.aspx?id=3293&catid=29
http://cheltenhamtownship.org/pView.aspx?id=3293&catid=29
http://www2.montcopa.org/montco/cwp/view,a,3,q,74873.asp
http://www2.montcopa.org/montco/cwp/view,a,3,q,74873.asp
http://www.ext.colostate.edu/pubs/garden/07212.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/epawaste/conserve/rrr/composting/science.htm
http://www.epa.gov/epawaste/conserve/rrr/composting/science.htm
http://www.deq.pima.gov/waste/101ways.html
http://www.deq.pima.gov/waste/101ways.html
http://www.bmra.org/listings/browse-by-state?catid=54
http://www.bmra.org/listings/browse-by-state?catid=54
http://www.planetreuse.com/
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Water Management
water management, in its many forms, is critical to 
the wellbeing of Cheltenham township.  Concerns 
about stormwater and wastewater are foremost in the 
thoughts of Cheltenham’s citizens and government.

Cheltenham Impervious Surfaces Statistics based on 
a Montgomery County Planning Commission Study:

land arEa:

the total land area of Cheltenham township is: 
251,813,889 square feet

5780.9 acres

9.03 square miles

ImpErVIOuS COVEr:

impervious surfaces cover a total of 1,805 acres 
of land area in Cheltenham township, comprising 
31.2% of the Township’s total land area. 

Pools, Ponds, and Ditches 1%

Public Roadways, Sidewalks, and Rail Lines 32%

Buildings 30%

Parking, Driveways,
Walkways, and Patios 37%

IMPERVIOUS SURFACE AREA In CHELTEnHAM TOWnSHIP

BuIldIng STruCTurES:

there are 11,862 buildings/structures in the township.  
these include residential and non-residential struc-
tures, some accessory structures (such as detached 
garages and sheds), and even such small structures as 
mausoleums in the archdiocese cemetery.  

the township’s building structures cover 549 acres 
of land area, comprising 9.5% of the township’s total 
land area. 

drIVEwayS, walkwayS, paTIOS, ETC.:

there are 10,067 driveways, walkways, patios, etc. on 
private property in the township.  these asphalt and 
concrete slabs cover 308 acres of land area, comprising 
5.3% of the township’s total land area. 

parkIng lOTS:

there are more than 400 surface parking lots and asso-
ciated driveways in the township.  these asphalt and 
concrete areas (including islands within parking lots) 
cover 348 acres of land area, comprising 5.3% of the 
township’s total land area. 

rOadwayS and raIl lInES:

the township’s public travelways (including roads, 
medians, sidewalks, bridges, and paved shoulders) cover 
568 acres of land area, and rail lines and bridges cover 
another 17 acres of land, totaling 585 acres, comprising 
10.1% of the township’s total land area. 

pOOlS, pOndS, and dITCHES:

there are 479 pools in the township, as well as 25 con-
crete ponds and drainage ditches / channeled stream 
sections, all covering 14 acres of land area. 
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HElpful lInkS:

epa’s watersense program for reducing water usage & 
Calculating savings, http://www.epa.gov/WaterSense/
index.html

hot water Conservation tips, http://energy.gov/ener-
gysaver/articles/reduce-hot-water-use-energy-savings

build- a-rain barrel workshops, rutgers water resources 
program, http://www.water.rutgers.edu/Stormwater_Man-
agement/rainbarrels.html#home

energy star products, http://www.energystar.gov/index.
cfm?c=products.pr_find_es_products

tookany/tacony Creek integrated watershed manage-
ment plan, http://www.phillywatersheds.org/doc/Taco-
ny_Frankford_WMP.pdf

water Conservation tips sheet

http://www.warwick-bucks.org/stormwater/pdf/Water%20
Conservation%20Tips.pdf

http://www.epa.gov/WaterSense/index.html
http://www.epa.gov/WaterSense/index.html
http://energy.gov/energysaver/articles/reduce-hot-water-use-energy-savings
http://energy.gov/energysaver/articles/reduce-hot-water-use-energy-savings
http://www.water.rutgers.edu/Stormwater_Management/rainbarrels.html#home
http://www.water.rutgers.edu/Stormwater_Management/rainbarrels.html#home
http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=products.pr_find_es_products
http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=products.pr_find_es_products
http://www.phillywatersheds.org/doc/Tacony_Frankford_WMP.pdf
http://www.phillywatersheds.org/doc/Tacony_Frankford_WMP.pdf
http://www.warwick-bucks.org/stormwater/pdf/Water Conservation Tips.pdf
http://www.warwick-bucks.org/stormwater/pdf/Water Conservation Tips.pdf
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Ecological stewardship
it is important to protect existing natural resources in 
Cheltenham township and look for opportunities to 
supplement what is already here.  

TrEE CanOpy:

mCpC hand-outlined (in gis) more than 7,000 trees 
and tree masses (multiple trees with a merged canopy), 
based on 2010 aerial photography, to create the tree 
canopy shown here. the tree canopy shown here covers 

2,280 acres of land area (99,347,684 square feet; 3.6 
square miles), which represents coverage of 39.4% of the 
total land area of the township (5,781 acres). 

based on our analysis, almost 40% of Cheltenham town-
ship has tree cover.
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HElpful lInkS:

FaQs about invasive species, http://www.fws.gov/inva-
sives/faq.html#q9

american Forests http://www.americanforests.org

arbor Day Foundation tree guide, http://www.arborday.
org/learn/

tree maintenance guide, tips on proper tree selection, 
planting & pruning, http://www.oru.com/documents/en-
ergyandsafety/treemaintenanceguide.pdf

rutgers, nJ agricultural experiment station, tree, shrub 
and Flower growing Fact sheets and bulletins, http://
njaes.rutgers.edu/pubs/subcategory.asp?cat=5&sub=41 

eco-health relationship browser, http://www.epa.gov/
research/healthscience/browser/index.html

philadelphia horticultural society subject guides http://
www.pennsylvaniahorticulturalsociety.org/learning-cen-
ter/

phs gold medal plants http://www.goldmedalplants.org/

http://www.fws.gov/invasives/faq.html#q9
http://www.fws.gov/invasives/faq.html#q9
http://www.americanforests.org
http://www.arborday.org/learn/
http://www.arborday.org/learn/
http://www.oru.com/documents/energyandsafety/treemaintenanceguide.pdf
http://www.oru.com/documents/energyandsafety/treemaintenanceguide.pdf
http://njaes.rutgers.edu/pubs/subcategory.asp?cat=5&sub=41
http://njaes.rutgers.edu/pubs/subcategory.asp?cat=5&sub=41
http://www.epa.gov/research/healthscience/browser/index.html
http://www.epa.gov/research/healthscience/browser/index.html
http://www.pennsylvaniahorticulturalsociety.org/learning-center/
http://www.pennsylvaniahorticulturalsociety.org/learning-center/
http://www.pennsylvaniahorticulturalsociety.org/learning-center/
http://www.goldmedalplants.org/
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Healthy living For all
to sustain good health among township residents it is 
important that they have access to fresh food, health-
care and physical activity opportunities

there are a number of grocery options in Cheltenham 
township that are accessible by walking, demonstrated 
by the blue areas (half- mile radius).  the area in purple 
represents a food desert, because there are no accessi-
ble food options within walking distance.  there are no 
fresh supermarkets such as whole Foods or trader’s Joe’s 
accessible by walking from any part of the township, al-
though those stores are within the 2 mile radius (typical 
bicycling distance). 

the Cheltenham Vacant land map shows the location of 
vacant land and areas zoned for agricultural purposes in 
Cheltenham township.  these spaces could potentially 
be used for community gardens.

there are currently only two established community 
gardens in Cheltenham township.  one is located in 
wyncote and the other in the lamott neighborhood.

MOnTGOMERY COUnTY OBESITY DATA (BASED On 2010 CEnSUS DATA):
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HElpful lInkS:

Community garden benefits & requirements, http://
www.cityfarmer.org/madison.html 

Foodroutes network & Community involved in sustain-
ing agriculture (Cisa, http://www.foodroutes.org/bl_tool-
kit.jsp  

local harvest, http://www.localharvest.org/

pennsylvania association for sustainable agriculture, 
http://www.pasafarming.org/

buy Fresh buy local, http://www.buylocalpa.org/

the Food trust, http://www.thefoodtrust.org/

airnow, http://www.airnow.gov/

air pollutants, http://www.epa.gov/air/airpollutants.html

pa’s environmental Facility application Compliance 
tracking system, http://www.ahs2.dep.state.pa.us/eFacts-
Web/default.aspx

Design for the environment – labeled products, http://
www.epa.gov/dfe/pubs/projects/formulat/formpart.htm

green at work guide, http://files.dep.state.pa.us/Energy/
Governor’s%20Green%20Governance%20Council/GGGC-
PortalFiles/greenatworkguide.pdf

top green homes terms, http://www.epa.gov/greenho-
mes/TopGreenHomeTerms.htm

urban planning and public health: a story of separation 
and reconnection

by lawrence D. Frank phD, rla and sarah Kavage mup

http://www.nursingcenter.com/lnc/journalarticle?Arti-
cle_ID=786709

http://www.cityfarmer.org/madison.html
http://www.cityfarmer.org/madison.html
http://www.foodroutes.org/bl_toolkit.jsp
http://www.foodroutes.org/bl_toolkit.jsp
http://www.localharvest.org/
http://www.pasafarming.org/
http://www.buylocalpa.org/
http://www.thefoodtrust.org/
http://www.airnow.gov/
http://www.epa.gov/air/airpollutants.html
http://www.ahs2.dep.state.pa.us/eFactsWeb/default.aspx
http://www.ahs2.dep.state.pa.us/eFactsWeb/default.aspx
http://www.epa.gov/dfe/pubs/projects/formulat/formpart.htm
http://www.epa.gov/dfe/pubs/projects/formulat/formpart.htm
http://files.dep.state.pa.us/Energy/Governor's Green Governance Council/GGGCPortalFiles/greenatworkguide.pdf
http://files.dep.state.pa.us/Energy/Governor's Green Governance Council/GGGCPortalFiles/greenatworkguide.pdf
http://files.dep.state.pa.us/Energy/Governor's Green Governance Council/GGGCPortalFiles/greenatworkguide.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/greenhomes/TopGreenHomeTerms.htm
http://www.epa.gov/greenhomes/TopGreenHomeTerms.htm
http://www.nursingcenter.com/lnc/journalarticle?Article_ID=786709
http://www.nursingcenter.com/lnc/journalarticle?Article_ID=786709
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local Economy
local economy plays a vital role in any sustainability 
effort.  it is crucial to understand the dynamics of how 
residents live, work and shop.  these activities can have a 
tremendous impact establishing a strong, local economy.

HElpful lInkS:

Cheltenham township business Directory, http://chelten-
hamtownship.org/businessview.aspx?l=a

sustainable business network of greater philadelphia, 
http://www.sbnphiladelphia.org/ 

business alliance for local living economies (balle), 
http://www.livingeconomies.org/

us green Chamber, http://www.usgreenchamber.com/

sustainable business network of greater philadelphia, 
http://sbnphiladelphia.org/

greater philadelphia green business program, http://
phillygreenbiz.com/

u.s. small business administration, http://www.sba.gov/
category/navigation-structure/starting-managing-busi-
ness/managing-business/running-business/green-busi-
ness-guide

a guidebook to the green economy issue 1: green 
economy, green growth, and low-Carbon Development 
- history, definitions and a guide to recent publications, 
un-Desa

http://www.uncsd2012.org/index.php?page=view&-
type=400&nr=528&menu=45

http://cheltenhamtownship.org/businessview.aspx?l=a
http://cheltenhamtownship.org/businessview.aspx?l=a
http://www.sbnphiladelphia.org/
http://www.livingeconomies.org/
http://www.usgreenchamber.com/
http://sbnphiladelphia.org/
http://phillygreenbiz.com/
http://phillygreenbiz.com/
http://www.sba.gov/category/navigation-structure/starting-managing-business/managing-business/running-business/green-business-guide
http://www.sba.gov/category/navigation-structure/starting-managing-business/managing-business/running-business/green-business-guide
http://www.sba.gov/category/navigation-structure/starting-managing-business/managing-business/running-business/green-business-guide
http://www.sba.gov/category/navigation-structure/starting-managing-business/managing-business/running-business/green-business-guide
http://www.uncsd2012.org/index.php?page=view&type=400&nr=528&menu=45
http://www.uncsd2012.org/index.php?page=view&type=400&nr=528&menu=45
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SuStainability ReSouRceS

sustainable Development
when development occurs, it should be done in a man-
ner that has the most positive impact for the township 
and the least negative impact on the environment.  

HElpful lInkS:

environments for living, http://www.environmentsfor-
living.com/pdfs/pl_Cg.pdf

u.s. green building Council (usgbC), http://www.usgbc.
org/

national association of home builders (nahb), http://
www.nahb.org/

Consensus Committee on the national green building 
standard, http://www.nahbrc.org/technical/standards/
greenbuilding.aspx

rutgers Center for green building, http://www.green-
building.rutgers.edu/  

sustainable sites initiative, http://www.sustainablesites.
org/

leeD for homes, http://www.usgbc.org/Displaypage.
aspx?CmspageiD=147

leeD building Certifications, http://www.gbci.org/main-
nav/building-certification/leed-certification.aspx

local government guide to leeD, http://www.usgbc.
org/Displaypage.aspx?CmspageiD=2451

national association of home builders: environment, 
http://www.nahb.org/page.aspx/category/section-
iD=211

green building, remodeling & Development, http://
www.nahb.org/page.aspx/category/sectioniD=206

sustainable Development:  From brundtland to rio 2012

http://www.un.org/wcm/webdav/site/climatechange/
shared/gsp/docs/gsp1-6_background%20on%20sus-
tainable%20Devt.pdf

http://www.environmentsforliving.com/pdfs/PL_CG.pdf
http://www.environmentsforliving.com/pdfs/PL_CG.pdf
http://www.usgbc.org/
http://www.usgbc.org/
http://www.nahb.org/
http://www.nahb.org/
http://www.nahbrc.org/technical/standards/greenbuilding.aspx
http://www.nahbrc.org/technical/standards/greenbuilding.aspx
http://www.greenbuilding.rutgers.edu/
http://www.greenbuilding.rutgers.edu/
http://www.sustainablesites.org/
http://www.sustainablesites.org/
http://www.usgbc.org/DisplayPage.aspx?CMSPageID=147
http://www.usgbc.org/DisplayPage.aspx?CMSPageID=147
http://www.gbci.org/main-nav/building-certification/leed-certification.aspx
http://www.gbci.org/main-nav/building-certification/leed-certification.aspx
http://www.usgbc.org/DisplayPage.aspx?CMSPageID=2451
http://www.usgbc.org/DisplayPage.aspx?CMSPageID=2451
http://www.nahb.org/page.aspx/category/sectionID=211
http://www.nahb.org/page.aspx/category/sectionID=211
http://www.nahb.org/page.aspx/category/sectionID=206
http://www.nahb.org/page.aspx/category/sectionID=206
http://www.un.org/wcm/webdav/site/climatechange/shared/gsp/docs/GSP1-6_Background on Sustainable Devt.pdf
http://www.un.org/wcm/webdav/site/climatechange/shared/gsp/docs/GSP1-6_Background on Sustainable Devt.pdf
http://www.un.org/wcm/webdav/site/climatechange/shared/gsp/docs/GSP1-6_Background on Sustainable Devt.pdf
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